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Welcome to the twenty-seventh edition of The Gloucestershire Tetradder. With the launch of ‘The Birds of
Gloucestershire’ a distant memory (but see below...) it is time to turn our attention back to surveys, and that is
the main focus of this edition. Gordon Kirk

BTO Breeding Bird Survey

Our contribution to this survey continues to grow and in 2013 we surveyed 70 squares in the county — thank you
to all volunteers. BTO have released some more squares for us for this year, so we may beat that total in 2014;
we already have new people coming forward.

Why not join this happy band? — if you enjoyed “atlasing” you’ll love BBS. It is the most important survey for
monitoring the fortunes of our more common breeding birds. All over the country, thousands of volunteers
survey “their” 1km square in spring, recording all the birds they encounter. These randomly-selected squares are
surveyed every year and this constant effort provides a huge and valuable set of data from which population
trends can be calculated. These in turn provide important feedback on the state of the environment and help to
inform conservation action.

To take part you need to be reasonably confident that you can recognise common birds by sight, call and song.
You survey your square twice — once in April / early May, and again in late May /June. You also record some
habitat details; many observers do this in March while “walking the course” of their planned route. Each visit
might take about one and a half hours. Almost all observers submit their sightings online, but you can fill in
paper forms if you wish.

The currently available, unallocated squares are listed below. Have a look on a map to locate them, and if you
would like to take one of them on, or find out more, contact me on Gordonkirk@aol.com or 01452 741724. It
may be necessary to seek permission from landowners for some squares (those marked * below are probably in
that category, but don’t let this put you off — most landowners are happy to allow access, and it is always great to
survey otherwise inaccessible areas); | may be able to help, and | can provide a BTO letter of introduction.

There is a BBS training session on Sunday 6th April (9am -12noon) at Frampton on Severn Village Hall, GL2
TEA, designed mainly to introduce new observers to the survey methods (and to each other!) — again, contact me
if you would like to attend. It’s free but I need to know numbers.

SO7911* | Hardwicke SP0715* | W of Northleach

S08200 | Between Nailsworth & Nympsfield SP0935 | N of Snowshill

S09026* | NW of Cheltenham SP1009 | N of Ablington

S09108 | N of Bisley SP1203* | NW of Fairford

S09809* | NW of Cirencester, just off the A417 SP1602 | NE of Fairford

SP0306 | Baunton Downs SP1736* | NE of Blockley

SP0403* | NE of Cirencester SP1930* | SW of Moreton-in-Marsh
SP0426* | SE of Winchcombe ST7091* | W of Charfield (South Glos)
SP0637 | SE of Aston Somerville ST7590 | S of Kingswood (South Glos)

Protecting Hen Harriers

In the last newsletter | drew attention to an online petition seeking to persuade the Government to license upland
grouse-shoots and provide for licences to be revoked if illegal persecution is proved. The organiser has informed
me that the necessary signature total (10,000) has been reached, which means that the Government is required to
iSsue a response.
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BTO Surveys

There will be a national Peregrine survey this year. The new national bird atlas (see below) reports that there
has been a large expansion in the range of this species in the last 40 years, especially in lowland and urban areas
of England, but in Scotland the picture is much less positive, with declines in numbers in some areas and local
extinctions in parts of the north and west. The species was last surveyed in 2002, and the 2014 survey will
involve monitoring all known sites, many of which are confidential because Peregrines still face illegal
persecution (in recent years nesting birds in Gloucestershire have been shot and poisoned). In addition some
randomly selected areas will be surveyed to check for suitable habitat that might hold “new” pairs. If you
encounter Peregrines in potential breeding habitat this spring or summer, please report them — after all, the
church in “The Archers” has a pair!

In 2015 there will almost certainly be a national House Martin survey. Details are not yet finalised and funding
is still being sought (look out for the BTO raffle....), but because of this species’ dependence on human
settlements this is sure to be a survey that will attract a lot of attention and it will have the potential to involve a
lot of people — watch this space. The maps in the national atlas show that House Martins occur almost right
across the British Isles, but there are some remarkable differences between areas, with decreases in the south and
east and increases in the north and west. This pattern is exhibited by many other migrants such as the other
hirundines (Sand Martin and Swallow); Willow, Sedge and Grasshopper Warblers; Cuckoo and Spotted
Flycatcher. The reasons for these changes are not well understood, but might include climate change factors as
well as conditions in the African wintering grounds.

Thank you to everyone who has continued with the winter thrushes survey during the winter of 2013/14. Since
the survey started you have surveyed over 60 squares, producing more than 900 records amounting to almost
18,000 birds. Do please keep going until the winter thrushes disappear! It is unlikely that we will be able to
draw many conclusions at a local level (although we will look at the data and try!), but the county will make a
good contribution to the national data, enabling BTO to look at thrush numbers and distribution across the two
winters, as well as food preference in relation to the time of year, weather and other factors.

“The Birds of Gloucestershire’ update

Following the November launch at Nature in Art and at the AGM of Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, sales of our
book went very well, thanks to some excellent publicity by both those organisations and no doubt because of the
approach of Christmas. | know that most of the readers of this newsletter will have bought a copy, and indeed
many of you have also been active in word-of-mouth publicity — thank you, and keep up the good work! You
have been so persuasive that the first print-run of 1,000 books sold out, so the publishers arranged for another
500 to be printed; these are now available from local bookshops or online from the usual sources — including
direct from the publishers, Liverpool University Press.

‘Bird Atlas 2007-2011°

Have you got your copy yet? This monumental work by Dawn Balmer, Simon Gillings and their colleagues at
BTO is the wonderful result of all that hard work we put in during the atlas fieldwork and it is truly a fitting
tribute to the huge volunteer effort — it will be the British birding “bible” for many years. It is already setting the
agenda for future research and will be making an increasing contribution to conservation policy as the findings
are analysed. It is a great book to dip into; you are almost guaranteed to learn something each time you do. And
if you submitted atlas records, your name is in the book!

Celebrating fifty years of Bewick’s Swan research

As T write this, the last of this winter’s Bewick’s Swans will be leaving Slimbridge. It is 50 years since the Scott
family realised that individual birds had different bill patterns and therefore could be monitored year by year as
they returned. This has turned into one of the longest-running animal research projects in the world, and is
unique among bird studies because individuals are identified by their faces rather than by ringing or marking.
Over the years more than 9,000 birds have been identified, and the work continues today — that it happens in our
midst is surely a cause for celebration!
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