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Dear Members 
You will find elsewhere in the current number of GNS News an account of the Annual General 
Meeting, held once again, by kind invitation of the Cirencester Branch, in the rarefied air of 
the Cotswolds this March.  As mentioned in my previous letter, we introduced something of a 
novelty after the meeting in the form of a panel discussion on how naturalists can contribute to 
the planning system. This provoked some lively exchanges (as can be seen in the note at the end 
of the minutes). We are grateful to Dr Colin Studholme of the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 
(GWT) for taking an active part in the discussion. The main conclusions, I think, were that, in the 
current governmental climate, naturalists need to be ever more active and vigilant, particularly 
in registering sites of major importance for their natural history as Key Wildlife Sites; we are 
currently discussing, with GWT and GNS members who took part, ways of taking forward these 
ideas, so as to help to conserve sites of major natural history interest.

While some planning decisions (for example the one at Rodborough Fields near Stroud) have 
had a happy outcome from the naturalist’s point of view, others continue to cause deep 
concern, notably the ongoing issue of Cinderford Northern Quarter. GNS is represented on 
the Cinderford Regeneration Environmental Forum, and has made a statement on the subject, 
which can be found on our website, and in the previous issue of GNS News.  The main planning 
application has now been made public and is open for comment; GNS as an organization will 
certainly be making comments by the end of May.

The joint courses with GWT are going ahead this summer; we hope that they will help to train 
new naturalists and attract new members for both GNS and GWT. We shall review the results 
at the end of the summer, and see how we can build upon them in the future.

Finally, a reminder that the 50th anniversary celebrations of the Cirencester Branch will take 
place on Saturday 21 June.  If you haven’t already booked your tickets for the event, please do 
so as soon as possible!

Best wishes for a long, warm and interesting summer of recording natural history in the county!

Mike Smart 

Hon. Chairman, GNS

Letter from the Chair
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There has been much discussion of the reason for the long periods of constant wet weather 
from December 2013 to February 2014. Among the causes the “jet stream” is often mentioned. 
This is the high altitude, fast moving air current which carries depressions across the Atlantic. 
It appears that a body of very cold air, extending unusually far south over Canada and the USA 
in this period interacted with masses of warmer air over the Caribbean and western Atlantic; 
as a result the jet stream is said to have become stronger, to have carried larger amounts of 
precipitation, and moved further south than usual over Europe. It seems worthwhile providing a 
little more detail than usual on the effect of these conditions on local weather. 

Nationally, December’s mild and wet weather continued into January, which was unceasingly 
disturbed and exceptionally wet, with heavy rain on most days, making it one of the wettest 
Januaries ever. In England and Wales, only January 1948 was wetter in 248 years of records. The 
Midlands had 206% of the average January rainfall from 1981-2010, while southwest England 
and south Wales had 191%. For the period from 12 December to 31 January some stations in the 
south of England recorded over five months’ worth of rainfall. January was a very stormy month, 
especially in the first and last weeks. Because of the dominance of unsettled westerly weather, 
it was also the mildest January since 2008 with relatively few air frosts, and snowfalls confined 
to Scottish mountains. In the Severn Vale, the year began wet and windy, with an Atlantic front 
brought in by strong south-westerly winds on 01 January; for the next three weeks there was 
a succession of fronts from the Atlantic on strong southwest winds, with the occasional ridge 
of higher pressure briefly providing fine sunlit conditions between them. From 10-12 January 
the weather turned drier and colder (slight ground frosts) with a ridge of high pressure as 
winds went south-easterly. More Atlantic fronts from that evening bought rain every day until 
the 19th. These were confronted by an area of high pressure over Scandinavia, forcing them 
to turn northwards; as a result the winds on occasion went south-easterly and temperatures 
dropped, bringing mist and frost between showers. Winds went easterly from 28 to 30 January, 
as - for once! - a high pressure zone from the continent edged westwards towards the British 
Isles. But it still rained a little before giving way to further Atlantic fronts and quite heavy rain on 
31 January. Total rainfall in Gloucester in January was 162mm, the highest monthly total in any 
month since the beginning of 2009.

Nationally, February was mild, wet and windy, dominated by a procession of Atlantic low-
pressure systems that made it the most cyclonic February in 142 years of records. In the past 
100 years only nine Februarys have been warmer, it was the wettest February since 1990. 
Despite being wet, England and Wales had above average sunshine. The winds on 2 February 
brought much damage along the south coast and increasing flooding in the already beleaguered 
Somerset Levels. In the Severn Vale, there were strong southwesterly winds behind a high tide 
on 1 February, with showery rain. The period of strong winds and rain storms, alternating with 
occasional short periods of brighter weather, continued every day until 15 February, with some 
rain every day. Severe gales occurred on 10, 12 and 14 February and carried away the new hide 
at Coombe Hill! A ridge of high pressure brought slight frost in the countryside, light westerly 
winds, sun and blue skies and no rain (for the first day since 23 January!) on 16 February, but the 
weather turned grey and wet again on 17 February. Total rain in Gloucester in February was 121 
mm, bringing the total for the year so far to 288 mm and the winter total to 375mm. Frost was 
not recorded on a single February day in Gloucester. 

The Weather from January to March 2014
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Nationally, March was milder, drier and sunnier than the average, providing a contrast to the 
previous three wet and windy winter months. After south-westerly winds and damp weather 
from 1 to 7 March, high pressure dominated from 8 to 17 March with dry bright conditions for 
all areas and some fog, followed by showers until easterly winds set in again. Rainfall was 61% 
of average in southwest England, and only 51% in the Midlands. In the Severn Vale, winds were 
mainly south-westerly from 1 to 8 March, with quite heavy rain on 2 March, but very little rain 
for the next two weeks; there were very light frosts in Gloucester on 1 and 5 March, but it was 
otherwise mild. High pressure moved in from the continent from 9 to 14 March bringing early 
morning fog and the temperature in Gloucester reached 19°C on 9 March. From 15 March 
winds went westerly again, clearing the fog and bringing bright sunny weather as the Azores 
anticyclone moved north. A week of westerlies to 23 March brought cooler and wetter weather 
to the region. Winds went easterly again from 24 March, and remained mainly in that quarter 
until the end of the month, with temperatures in Gloucester again nearly reaching 20°C. Total 
March rainfall in Gloucester was only 32 mm.

The GNS library, while still at Hartpury College, is now in the main house.

This has happened because the Learning Resources Centre has been redeveloped, with the 
College’s own collections split between two sites on campus, with no room for our collection 
at either.

We have retained almost all of the books. However, because space is limited only the local 
journals such as our own publications have been kept. 

The building is normally open from 8am to 5pm but it is advisable to ring beforehand (01452 
702100) to say you would like to come as the room is occasionally booked for meetings. 
Introduce yourself at the reception desk, where you will be directed to our library. It is a 
gorgeous elegant room on the ground floor of the Grade II listed house. You will think yourself 
one of those splendid gentleman-naturalists of yesteryear, except with good light and heating.

Feel free to borrow books as previously, whether or not they bear a “Reference Only” label. 
You will have to fill out the loans book yourself as there will not be a librarian present. Please do 
not take the journals out of the building.

Juliet Bailey

Library Move
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Little ringed plovers Charadrius dubius are very localised migrant breeders in Gloucestershire, 
mainly at the Cotswold Water Park. Their main status, though, is as a passage visitor. As indicated 
in the 2009 Gloucestershire Bird Report, Coombe Hill Meadows is the prime site in the county 
for this species on autumn passage. 2013 has proved to be exceptional in terms of numbers in 
both spring and autumn and, though only serving as a ‘snapshot’, I thought it might be worth 
writing down the total of 147 sightings included here.

The fluctuating water levels on the reserve and especially the drying out of the water filled 
‘scrapes’ in July can affect the number of birds present. In 2013, though, the scrapes did not 
completely dry out until well into August. Water then still remained in the ‘Long Pool’ area.

I made daily visits to the site from the end of March until mid-September, so that coverage was 
fairly extensive, though I was not present all day! Apart from my own sightings, I have included 
some of those from three other experienced ‘birders’ to arrive at daily maxima. Although 
birds appeared to pass through rapidly - as indicated by the varying day-to-day counts and mix 
of juveniles and adults in autumn - it must be assumed that some individuals will have been 
recorded more than once.

Figures 1 shows observations from April to June and Figure 2 shows observations from July 
to September. A continuing presence throughout June meant that no clear-cut end to spring 
passage could be seen; Mike Smart (pers. comm.) suggests that birds in June (all adults) may have 
been birds breeding in the vicinity that had either failed as breeders or already brought chicks 
off, rather than southward migrants coming from further afield. That said, however, almost 40% 
of birds had arrived by 16 April. The first arrival on 1 April was a week later than the average 
first arrival date in the county.

So far, a lack of ringing data has meant that it is unclear where our passage birds are heading to 
breed. Gloucestershire lies at the western edge of the European breeding range and there is 
some evidence of a SW/NE movement. Added to this are more localised movements, due to 
the temporary nature of suitable breeding habitat. The presence of birds throughout June may 
be linked to this. Besides, the UK population itself has increased to around 1,200 pairs (2007). 
Although no breeding attempts were noticed, one or two pairs did engage in courtship display, 
both in May and June.

From Figure 2 the numbers of adults and juveniles can be compared. Some adults could be 
identified by their bolder yellow eye-ring or, at a distance, by the blackish frontal head bar (see 
photo).

Compared with spring, the adult passage condensed into a six week period between 1 July and 
10 August, and totalled only 16 individuals. One theory is that the funnelling effect of the River 
Severn allows greater numbers of waders to reach Coombe Hill in spring. At a site in the Vale 
where a late brood was successfully reared, the last bird to depart was an adult on 5 August. 
This date ties in with the last arrival of adults at Coombe Hill on 10 August, and suggests that 
these too may include late breeders. Juvenile passage began on 2 July – only a day behind that of 
adults – but was much more protracted with the last two seen on 13 September. The high total 
suggests that 2013 was a good breeding season.

The Passage of Little Ringed Plovers at 
Coombe Hill Meadows in 2013
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A concentrated effort has, at least, produced a lot more records than usual of what seems to be 
an under-recorded species, Certainly juveniles, with their sandy plumage, can prove difficult to 
locate when motionless on the mud-baked margins of a pool.

Thanks are due to Mike Smart for his assistance and records, and to Richard Baatsen and Les 
Brown for offering their records also

Graham Smith

References
Cramp S et al (1983): The Birds of the Western Palearctic.  Oxford University Press, Oxford.
Evans D (2009): Gloucestershire Bird Report 2009. GOCC 
Kirk G and Phillips J (2013). The Birds of Gloucestershire.  Liverpool University Press, Liverpool.

 
Figure 1: Spring passage of little ringed plovers at Coombe Hill Meadows in 2013. Data are 
grouped into four day periods 
 

 
 
Figure 2: Autumn passage of little ringed plovers at Coombe Hill Meadows in 2013. Data 
are grouped into four day periods. 
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Ingrid Twissell, the County Dragonfly Recorder led a walk on Saturday 10th August 2013 at 
Woorgreens in the Forest of Dean. Ingrid was joined by her husband, Colin, recently retired 
Amphibian and Reptile recorder, Tony & Tiz Butler and Andrew Bluett.

The key location was the clear-felled area to the north-west of Woorgreens Lake where rough 
grassland has developed and a number of variable sized scrape ponds and drainage channels 
have been created. These form an ideal habitat for a number of dragonfly and damselfly species: 
20 have been recorded to date.

Nine species were noted on this visit: emperor (Anax imperator), common darter (Sympetrum 
striolatum), common hawker (Aeshna juncea), four-spotted chaser (Libellula quadrimaculata), 
common blue (Enallagma cyathigerum), azure (Coenagrion puella), blue tailed (Ischnura elegans) 
and emerald (Lestes sponsa) damselflies. The cool morning, with patches of sunshine and shade 
was ideal, keeping the insects active but not so much that they could not be seen easily. An 
emperor was observed to have caught a common darter and was watched for some minutes 
making a leisurely meal of the unfortunate victim, but the highlight of the morning was a male 
black darter (Sympetrum danae) seen flying and observed from a short distance after alighting to 
rest. Several of these species were seen to be mating and/or laying eggs.

Bird life was good for this time of year with raven (Corvus corax), carrion crow (C corone), 
tree pipit (Anthus trivialis), pied wagtail (Motacilla alba), siskin (Carduelis spinus), great spotted 

Dragonflies at Woorgreens - Summer 2013

© Colin Twissell
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woodpecker (Dendrocropus major), willow 
warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus), reed bunting 
(Emberiza schoeniclus), buzzard (Buteo buteo), 
house martin (Delichon urbica) and swallow 
(Hirundo rustica) were all seen. Twenty 
crossbills (Loxia curvirostra) were feeding and 
flying to and fro, mainly around the larches 
to the west, and a solitary green sandpiper 
(Tringa ochropus) flew from one of the scrapes.

Andrew Bluett

A Voluntary Captive

My wife Carol has two female pet mice with 
black and white markings. They are housed in 
a combination of glass tank and tubes that gives 
a variety of possible activities. This is set up in a 
boot room that is not rodent proof. The mice 
make a bed out of torn up kitchen roll in which 
they spend daylight hours, becoming more 
active at night.

We were astonished one evening to find that 
they had been joined by a smaller brown 
mouse! As far as we can tell this is a wood 
mouse Apodemus sylvaticus.

It must have gained access through a narrow 
gap in the top of the tank. Once inside it 
would not be possible to leave as the gap is 

out of reach. An initial concern was that the intruder was interested in mating however they 
are apparently of different genera so this should not be possible. As if this was not sufficiently 
unusual, at the next cleaning out the intruder was removed to a field shelter about 100m away 
with a small supply of food. The next night he was back!

As I write he has now been removed three times and is again back with us. It seems that a 
comfortable home, companionship and a good supply of food is preferable to a life in the wild!

Roger Gaunt, 

St Briavels, 2nd March 2014.

Black darter © Andrew Bluett

© Roger Gount
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Under the Legal Deposit Libraries Act 2003, Gloucestershire Naturalists’ Society is obliged to 
provide copies of all publications to the British Library free of charge to be deposited in the 
archive for reference by any interested party.

This is a national resource which I have personally made use of in the past and can attest to the 
great value of being able to do so.

Thus far, I have been able to provide copies of all issues of The Gloucestershire Naturalist, either 
paper copies as published, or as scanned copies from our own library with the exception of 
TGN No.13 (2000) – Stephen Bishop’s New Flora of Gloucestershire, Part 1.

Because of the size and shape of this issue, it has proved impossible to make a satisfactory 
scanned copy without damaging the binding.

If any member has a spare copy, or is willing to part with their own copy so that we may deposit 
it with the British Library, would they please contact the membership secretary, Andrew Bluett, 
at: gnsmembership@btinternet.com,  by telephone on 01452 610085 or by post at the address 
below.

I will be happy to refund the cost of postage or arrange to collect.

Andrew Bluett
GNS Membership Secretary
50 Kingsmead, Abbeymead, Gloucester, GL4 5DY – 01452 610085

GNS and the British Library

The Gloucestershire Bird Report

The Society currently issues copies of the Gloucestershire Bird Report free of charge to all 
members each year; however, the rules of the Society allow members the opportunity to opt-
out of receiving it if they so wish. 

As a result of indiscriminately sending the Bird Report to everyone, we are concerned that we 
may be inconveniencing members who may not want or need it, and as a consequence, wasting 
money and resources by doing so.

Included within the latest Bird Report (2012) was a notice/post card asking if each member 
wishes to continue receiving the report in future. If you have not already done so, it would 
be helpful if you would confirm whether or not you would like to continue receiving the 
bird report using the postcard or by e-mailing the membership secretary, Andrew Bluett, at:  
gnsmembership@btinternet.com

We will assume no response to mean that you DO NOT wish to receive copies in future

Andrew Bluett
GNS Membership Secretary
50 Kingsmead, Abbeymead, Gloucester, GL4 5DY – 01452 610085
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Brain Lichen says Gardyloo?

The Brain Lichen, Diploicia canescens, is one of 
the easiest lichens to recognise.

It has dense, convoluted folds (hence the 
nick-name – one of the few lichens that has 
a generally accepted one) that are the palest 
leaden grey and it is almost luminescent in its 
chalkiness. The individual rosettes are up to a 
couple of inches across, though usually smaller, 
but it can form a dense sward occupying big 
areas almost as a monoculture.

Once you have your eye in, you can recognise 
it from a distance by jizz.

In Gloucestershire, the bottom four feet of a 
spreading oak tree in pasture will often be pale 
because of this species. Shaded walls round an 
old cattle yard may have a thick crust of it.

What I have just described is actually 
remarkable. Lichens are very choosy about 
what they grow on, so something that grows 
equally happily on brick and bark is responding 
to something very specific in its environment. 

Diploicia canescens does well on lightly shaded, 
nutrient rich, vertical surfaces.

Why then, I muse, is there a fan-shaped 
colony of it under the opening light of the attic 
window on my house? North-east facing so 
lightly shaded, vertical of course, but nutrient 
rich?

The only explanation that readily occurs is that 
it has undergone years of nutrient enrichment 
from users of the attic depositing urine out of 
the window – whether directly (the sill is at 3ft 
so it would be possible for some) or from the 
chamber pot. 

We have lived in the house since 2001, and 
are confident that this has not occurred in 
the recent past. Judging by the low number 
of occupants of the house over the latter part 
of the 20th century as reported by neighbours 

Attic window in Standish with pale grey fan of 
Diploicia canescens under the opening light.

Close up of young rosettes of Diploicia 
canescens; larger one is 1cm across.
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How to identify Diploicia canescens. Dense chalky grey-white with white pruina (frosting). 
Often an additional dusting of algae. Edge pleated in soft rounded folds, like a brain. Centre 
with grainy greenish-white soredia (vegetative means of reproduction).

it is unlikely that the attics would have been 
pressed into bedroom service, but the 
presence of a servant’s bell, and burn marks 
from tapers on the beams indicate that it was 
a well-used room in the more distant past. 
The house dates back to about 1750, and the 
census of 1851 says there were 10 people 
there including four servants.

I have looked at pictures of the house when 
we first arrived, and the Diploicia fan is clear 
then. It is still there, largely unaltered in 
position and density. If it is responding to past 
nutrient enrichment, how long will it survive?

How common is this feature of a splash of 
Diploicia under a window, and is it largely 
restricted to attic bedrooms? I am now on 
the look-out for it, and any comments or 
observations would be welcome.

Juliet Bailey
Oak tree in Standish with pale grey Diploicia 
canescens round the base of the trunk.
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The 65th Annual General Meeting of the GNS was held on 21st March 2014 in the Watermoor 
Church Hall, Cirencester at 7.30pm. The Society’s President, Anna Jones, took the chair and 
opened the meeting with her welcoming remarks. She offered her thanks to the Executive 
Committee for managing the Society’s business over the past year.

The President mentioned GNS members’ involvement with controversial development 
proposals at Javelin Park (Waste Incinerator) and Cinderford Northern Quarter (a mixed 
development on sensitive wildlife habitat) and the likely closure of the GNS Library at the UWE 
Campus at Hartpury. She mentioned notable highlights of the past year; that GNS was working 
more closely with GWT and would continue to do so, the publication and launch of the Birds of 
Gloucestershire, the forthcoming publication of the Provisional Red Data book on Bryophytes 
and the 50th Anniversary of Cirencester Branch. 

Attendance: 8 members of the Executive Committee and 12 ordinary members were in 
attendance; there were two guests attending, Richard Lansdown to speak about the Red Data 
Book on Bryophytes and Dr. Colin Studholme of GWT to take part in the panel discussion on 
Naturalists and the Planning system. Apologies for absence were received from David Haigh, 
Margaret Woodward, David Dewsbury, Simon Glover, Dr. & Mrs R Davies, Gordon Kirk and 
Kate Kibble.

Minutes of AGM 2013: The minutes of the AGM held on 22nd March 2013, subsequently 
published in the June 2013 edition of GNS News were accepted as a true record and signed by 
the President. There were no matters arising from these minutes.  

Chairman’s Report: The Society’s Chairman, Mike Smart offered the following report and 
view of the year 2013:

GNS remains above all a recording body; we continue to record natural history in the county 
and publish the results. GNS is a voluntary body, operating through enthusiastic members with 
no paid staff. There is one regional branch at Cirencester which we thank for hosting the AGM 
and which celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2014.

Highlights of the year were the publication of the “Birds of Gloucestershire” by GOCC and 
our involvement in planning issues such as the Cinderford Northern Quarter. We carried out a 
review of the Society’s finances, awarded larger grants and put the first increase in subscriptions 
in place in 20 years.

For the forthcoming year closer co-operation with Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust will result in 
new training courses on wildlife identification and the publication (as a special number of “The 
Gloucestershire Naturalist”) of “Bryophytes: a Provisional Red Data Book”.

“The Birds of Gloucestershire” launched in November 2013 is a new avifauna updating Swaine’s 
1982 publication using data collected during fieldwork for the BTO’s national atlas and records 
from the Gloucestershire bird database, much of which was collected by GNS members and 
volunteer ornithologists from bird clubs in the county. GNS made a large financial contribution 
to the publication of this work of great authority and beauty.

Minutes of the 65th Annual General Meeting 
of The Gloucestershire Naturalists’ Society
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The Chairman invited Richard Lansdown to speak and show a draft copy of “Bryophytes: a 
Provisional Red Data Book”. Bryophytes (including mosses, liverworts and hornworts) are 
a poorly documented group but this book will change that and provide clear measures for 
the conservation of the taxa. Richard explained the effort required to put together the work 
but made clear that it was not a complete survey of the Bryophytes in the county, hence the 
inclusion of “Provisional” in the title. It would, though, be a significant and important work in its 
field and a major contribution to knowledge and the national picture.

At the last AGM it was noted that GNS intended working more closely with GWT; in May a joint 
session with the GNS Exec. Committee, recorders and GWT staff was held. The shortage of 
young naturalists with experience and competence is a matter for concern; who will take over 
from the current recorders? GNS has tried to work with schools and young naturalists with 
limited success but with GWT we have organised a series of introductory courses on wildlife 
identification for young and old alike. It is hoped that these will train naturalists and recruit new 
members for GNS and GWT. We look forward to other joint initiatives with GWT.

In the Forest of Dean, development (a hotel, college, light industrial & housing) as a scheme 
supported by national & local government to create jobs and “regenerate” Cinderford has been 
proposed. GNS members and others are concerned that environmental studies carried out 
were inadequate, that there will be a significant impact on wildlife and that the project should 
not go ahead in this area. The GNS Executive Committee, after discussion, concluded that, since 
planning permission will almost certainly be given, the Society should take part in the Cinderford 
Regeneration Environment Forum to ensure proper mitigation measures were carried out (A 
similar stance was taken by GWT). GNS has organised monthly visits to the site to watch events 
as they unfold on the ground and to monitor the effects of development. A panel discussion will 
be held after the AGM reflecting on “How naturalists can contribute to the planning process” 
which will include Andrew Bluett, a forester born and bred, who has taken the lead for GNS 
on this matter.

The GNS Executive Committee met on six occasions in 2013/14; many thanks to the ten 
members of the Committee for their hugely important contribution to the running of the Society, 
and especially to Ingrid Twissell, who is stepping down to spend more time with her dragonflies.  
We do need additional (especially younger) members of the Committee to bring fresh ideas 
and points of view; anyone interested, please contact the Chairman or other members of the 
Committee!

Publications: GNS News continues to appear four times a year, and is the essential tool 
for communication between GNS members.  Please continue to send articles, letters and 
comments to the Editor, Kate Kibble (to whom a special vote of thanks is due). The 2013 
issue of The Gloucestershire Naturalist (TGN 24), edited by David Scott-Langley, has just 
appeared and includes Recorders’ reports for the previous year. Members have already received 
The Gloucestershire Bird Report for 2011, and will soon receive the 2012 volume recently 
completed by GOCC. 

Website: The GNS website - address www.glosnats.org – gives information on the Society’s 
activities, and allows members to enter sightings directly. Many thanks to Richard Beal, the 
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webmaster, for making it ever more effective and readable. GNS members are still not using it 
as much as they should!

Library: The very comprehensive GNS library is located at Hartpury College but this may 
change. The Executive Committee will consider how best to use and store both books and 
archives in future. [Editor’s note: the library has now moved location - see article within this 
issue]

Field meetings: Regular monthly field meetings of general interest to naturalists continue; see 
GNS News, do come along!

Treasurer’s Report for 2013 - Andy Oliver, the Society’ Treasurer offered the following 
report for2013:

GNS remains in a very sound financial position, healthy income comes from our investments and 
our challenge is to fulfil our charitable objectives and pro-actively use our financial resources to 
do more for wildlife and naturalists in the County. The Society’s investments at 31 December 
2013 were close to £250,000.

Grants in excess of £6,000 were awarded in 2013, the small grant limit remains at £1,000 but the 
Committee continues to award larger grants for special projects on a case by case basis. Grants 
paid in 2013 were for Moth Recording (£2,350 for new computers), Gloucestershire Bryophyte 
“Provisional Red Data Book” £2,032 (and £1,900 in 2012), Stroud Valley Project (Wildflower 
habitats) £1,000 and various other small grants to 5 naturalists, £1,232. A grant awarded to BTO 
in 2011 towards a national colour ringing database project has not yet been taken up. 

In the last 3 years, GNS has awarded grants totalling £12,979 excluding the Birds of 
Gloucestershire and that to the BTO; we are pleased with the increase in grants awarded in 
2012 & 2013 and want to keep doing more to help local wildlife and naturalists in the short term. 
As predicted last year, we expect to continue using over £5,000 of our financial reserves per 
annum on activities for members.

Income from subscriptions & gift aid was £3,443 in 2011, £3,944 in 2012, £5,240 in 2013 (excl. 
life members) and is projected for 2014 to be £5,000. Increasing subscriptions is never welcome 
and was difficult administratively; but thank you for supporting the change, it will significantly 
reduce our operating deficit. Please add Gift Aid to your subscriptions and donations if you are a 
taxpayer, it significantly boosts our income at no cost to you. We will continue to review future 
subscriptions in the context of our costs. You are welcome to e-mail any questions or comments 
to me at gnstreasurer@btinternet.com.

Report from the Scientific & Publications Sub - Committee - David Scott-Langley, 
chairman of the Scientific and Publications Sub-committee reported that it had been a busy year 
for members of S&P. Following an introductory meeting with Roger Mortlock of GWT, a number 
of county recorders and some GWT staff have organised a series of half-day, introductory 
courses on various aspects of natural history. These will be run throughout the year and booking 
will be through GWT. I thank Gareth Parry (GWT Head of Community Programmes) for the 
help he has given us in organising this series. It is hoped it will lead to more detailed one-day 
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courses, the aim being to encourage new naturalists to send in records and even, hopefully, 
succeed some of us ageing recorders.

Kathy Meakin, also of GWT, has been supervising a number of students during the year, one of 
them did some aerial invertebrate trapping in oak tree canopies in Lower Woods, David Haigh 
and David Scott-Langley attended to help the identification of the resulting samples and offer 
advice on sorting and ID skills.

Two bio-blitzes occurred in the summer: the Siccaridge 600 organised by Pete Bradshaw that 
recorded 750 species (though a cold, wet weekend meant few people turned out) and two 
weeks later in hot sunshine, a bio-blitz organised by Natural England at Cranham Commons and 
Beechwoods Reserve was well attended and recorded over 1000 species.

The Cinderford Northern Quarter, as you have heard, has a number of recorders actively 
involved in fighting the development while others are recording species at regular field meetings 
organised by Andrew Bluett to add to the list of 1,300 so far known from the site.

There have been changes to recorders during the year: Keith Alexander is to resign his 
remaining recorderships of Coleoptera and Diptera. Keith came to Gloucestershire in the early 
1980s joining the National Trust Biological Survey Team, became a very active recorder for GNS 
resulting in many articles for The Gloucestershire Naturalist on a number of different orders 
of invertebrates, served on the Cirencester Branch committee and chaired the Scientific and 
Publications Subcommittee for some years. Keith moved to Devon eleven years ago but hopes 
to publish “Beetles of Gloucestershire” in the next year or so. David Scott-Langley has taken on 
the beetle recording, if only temporarily, while John Phillips and Martin Matthews have joined 
David Iliff as Diptera recorders. Martin has also produced an excellent Scorpionfly Newsletter 
following his discovery of the third of the three British species in the county. The second edition 
is hot off the press today, I hope to put these into the next Gloucestershire Naturalist.

We were sad to learn of the death in November, of Bob George, our county flea recorder, a 
national authority on the Order. He lived in the county after the war and recorded many groups 
of invertebrates for the first time and published papers in various journals. He was a founding 
member of the Gloucestershire Trust for Nature Conservation (now the GWT) and the first 
chairman of its Council. A full obituary is in March 2014 GNS News.

Two of our recorders, David Long and David Haigh, have been ill recently, I would like to 
wish them a speedy recovery and a return to field duties. Ingrid Twissell is resigning from the 
Executive Committee so she can spend more time preparing her county dragonfly atlas to 
compliment the national one that will appear this coming May.

The Gloucestershire Naturalist No 24 has been produced, though late, for which I apologise. I 
thank all contributors and remind them that it is time to put the next together, (TGN No 26). 
TGN No 25 is a special edition by Richard Lansdown, a Provisional Red Data Book of the county 
Bryophytes, which should be available in the next month or so.

Kate Kibble is to be congratulated on her chivvying, editing and organising the publication of GNS 
News over the last year. Richard Beal should be thanked, not just for being an understanding 



17 GNS NEWS JUNE 2014

webmaster, but also for running an online recording site and arranging to send the received 
records to the various recorders. I apologise if I have missed anybody out. We look forward to 
a busy 2014 season in the field.

Membership Report: Andrew Bluett, the Society’s Hon Membership Secretary offered the 
following report:  

Data Protection – as stated previously, the Society has an Information and Data Handling Policy 
under the Data Protection Act; as membership secretary, I manage the database on behalf of 
the Society. We do not disclose or distribute any members’ details to anyone for any purpose, 
nor do we store bank details other than a record of the dates on which payments are made to 
the Society. If any member has any questions relating to Data Protection matters, please contact 
me directly and in confidence.

At the 2013 AGM we raised the subscription to a more realistic £15.00 per household, per 
annum as the previous £8.00 rate meant that we were running at an unsustainable loss. As a 
result, 380 households were notified of the new subscription rate from May 2013; from 380 
renewal notices, 267 have renewed and 5 have upgraded to Life membership. We have lost 
some members, 20 households resigned, only two mentioned cost as a factor, sadly, 6 members 
have passed away, 60 members have failed to renew or lapsed by ignoring renewal notices and 
reminders sent out - some of those members still pay but I have written to all and will write to 
the remaining few. 20 renewals remain outstanding, (13 for March, 7 for April), of these I think 
10 are at serious risk of joining the losses. 

We have lost 86 members so far and could lose 100; this is disappointing but not surprising; 
I advised the Exec. Committee after last year’s AGM that this could happen as I felt many 
members were dormant. Our age profile leading to further losses is the big challenge we face 
in the next few years. We have though gained 5 new members in the last 12 months. I am 
correcting bank and other errors by contacting members individually as we go along.

Financially, I believe we are actually better off now than last year: previously, including Gift Aid, 
380 households produced an income of approximately £3,935. Now, approx. 280 households 
should produce an income of £5,000. Additionally we will have lower costs of printing and 
postage.

My key objectives for 2014/15 are to finish off the renewal process, to seek more recruitment, 
especially amongst the young where possible and possibly to carry out a new Membership 
Survey – we would like your opinions and feedback. As always, for any concerns regarding 
membership, please contact me on 01452 610085 or at gnsmembership@btinternet.com.

Cirencester Branch Report: David Scott-Langley as chairman of the Cirencester Branch gave 
the following report:

The Branch has enjoyed another good season of talks, (our 50th), with a number of regular 
speakers returning, among them Philip Mugridge, Mornee Button and Andrew Bluett. We also 
heard John Walters from Devon, and our county Lichen Recorder, Juliet Bailey who tested out a 
new AIDGAP card for Lichens on us, using microscopes and lenses on real specimens. Members 
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who attended were agreed that there should be more evenings of this nature in the future. 
We also held a joint meeting with Painswick Bird Club with Dr Timothy Seller talking about 
“Feathers and Flight”. Dr Seller will next month talk about “Camouflage and Mimicry”, which 
he was unable to do last April being ill, so I thank Andrew Bluett who stood in at the last minute 
and spoke about the History of Ornithology.

Attendance at meetings continues to decrease slightly but new faces appear every now and 
then thanks to advertising in a local free magazine. We were informed in November that one of 
our former Branch Chairmen, Norah Hartland had died. She served on the committee and was 
chairman in 1991.

In February Mornee Button gave her last talk to us; owing to health problems she is cutting back 
on activities away from her home area. Mornee has been involved with the Branch for twenty 
years, giving nine talks and serving on the committee for eight years in that time. In recognition 
of this service the Chairman presented her with a glass posy bowl, etched on one side with a 
sprig of heather and the GNS logo on the other.

The Branch Committee discussed ways of celebrating our 50 years and an event has been 
organised for Saturday 21st June 2014 in Cirencester. Full details are in the current (March 2014) 
issue of the GNS News. In the early days, the Branch used to organise field meetings and surveys 
around the town and so we have decided to return to those early days by holding a field meeting 
at City Bank in the Watermoor area, followed by an evening meeting at Watermoor Church Hall 
with a buffet preceding a talk by Michael Leach entitled “It’s a Funny Way to Make a Living”. The 
event is open to all members of the Society.

We held our Annual Business Meeting and Social evening on 14th March; There were some 
good entries in the competitions, some good food and another Chairman’s quiz, disappointingly 
only enjoyed by fourteen members.

Election of officers and Executive Committee: Ingrid Twissell has decided to stand down 
from the Executive Committee after serving for many years as a member in order to devote 
more time to dragonflies, in particular to work on a Gloucestershire Dragonfly Atlas but will 
continue as County Dragonfly Recorder. The chairman, Mike Smart thanked Ingrid very much 
for her support over the years and on behalf of the Society wished her the very best for the 
future.

The President advised that the remaining Executive Committee members offered themselves to 
be re-elected en-bloc, this was formally proposed by Ingrid Twissell, seconded by David Priddis, 
and the vote was carried unanimously.

The chairman, Mike Smart, repeated his appeal that we do need additional members of the 
Committee (especially younger members!) to bring fresh ideas and points of view; anyone 
interested, please contact the Chairman or other members of the Committee!

Any other business and President’s concluding remarks: There being no other business, 
the President, Anna Jones offered her closing remarks and thanked the Executive Committee 
for continuing to run the Society’s business over the past year, she particularly thanked Ingrid 



19 GNS NEWS JUNE 2014

Twissell for her long service and Andrew Bluett for managing the new subscription process since 
the last AGM.

The business of the AGM was concluded and after light refreshments, a panel discussion took 
place on “how naturalists can contribute to the planning process”.  

The discussion was chaired by Mrs Anna Jones, President of GNS, the panel members being Dr 
Colin Studholme, Director of Conservation at the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, Andrew Bluett 
who has followed the Cinderford Northern Quarter for GNS and Juliet Bailey, who has been 
closely involved in the Javelin Park Incinerator Inquiry. This proved to be a lively session with 
contributions from several members, especially David Priddis in respect of the bats and legal 
challenges to the Cinderford Northern Quarter debate.

Colin Studholme outlined the planning process and the means by which GWT becomes 
involved. He noted that Forest of Dean District Council were actually the most responsive 
to representations and that GWT had run several seminars for planning office staff across the 
county. Members may have seen Colin’s appearances on the recent BBC2 television series 
“Permission Impossible” (which is available to view on-line through BBC iPlayer).

Richard Lansdown advised that whilst ecological assessments were a requirement for certain 
development proposals there were no measures of competence recognised for ecologists and 
that the restrictions on what could be assessed were a limiting factor.

Much planning related activity is driven by central government policy and there is little 
consideration for the unintended consequences or for the impact on areas and wildlife beyond 
the immediate development proposal site. Changes to planning policy (streamlining) generally 
favour the approval of development proposals. In several instances Local Authority Area Action 
Plans were not yet approved, for several developments the consultation periods were over 
before any meaningful challenge had been mounted but planning applications, consultations 
and strategy plans should be available on the local and county council web-sites. Members are 
encouraged to monitor planning activity in their own areas. 

It was felt very much that GNS and the recorders have the knowledge of wildlife and habitats 
in any given area and should seek to apply that knowledge in challenging developments that 
threaten sensitive areas. David Priddis advised that when the CNQ development enquiry was 
taking place, it was only at that time that the specialised naturalists came to talk to one another 
and understand the impact development would have not just on their own areas of interest 
but on the ecosystem as a whole. It was also the case that recorders do need to ensure that as 
much as possible of their collected information is copied to GCER so that the wildlife picture is 
as complete as possible.
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History of the site

In the heart of the Forest of Dean, Gloucestershire, in the late 1970’s the whole of a 200-acre 
site, which included Woorgreens Lake and Marsh as well as the “pondscape” area was an open-
cast coal mine site. When mining ended in 1979, restoration began and Woorgreens Lake was 
created in July 1980. Where the present “pondscape” is located, Japanese larch Larix kaempferi 
was planted and due to the wet, clay nature of the site, ridges and furrows were created with 
the larch planted on the drier ridges.

Subsequently the larch, which was thought to probably be infected with Phytophthora ramorum, 
was clear-felled in late 2010, initially with the aim of linking the heathland on nearby Crabtree 
Hill with the open area around Woorgreens Lake and Marsh.

The Forestry Commission wished to create additional wetland habitat, and applied for funding 
from Pond Conservation’s Million Ponds Project in February 2011. This was granted, and a series 
of dams and pools were created from the series of ditches that crossed the site. A contractor 
who knows the forest well and has repaired many forest sites over the previous decade, created 
the “pondscape” with the aid of a digger. His main objective was to create depressions of 
multiple sizes, depths, aspects and gradient slopes, and several linear ponds linked by marshy 
areas were the result. Larch brash, stumps and logs were left between the series of ponds as 
marginal habitat.

A New “Pondscape” Near Woorgreens Lake NR
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In early August 2011, a Gloucestershire 
Invertebrate Group meeting was held, after 
the clear-felling of the larch, and before 
the ponds were dug. It was very difficult to 
traverse the site at this stage, as the felled larch 
had not been cleared away, and one had to 
scramble over the terrain! In November 2011 
the “pondscape” was created, and visits were 
made, in early and mid January 2012, to see the 
impressive mosaic of ponds on the site, which 
remains under Forestry Commission control. 
Photographs during construction were taken 
by Kate Wollen of the Forestry Commission.

The nearby Woorgreens Lake, south-east of 
the “pondscape”, had been an exceptional 
site for dragonflies and damselflies in the past, 
with approx 20 species present in the 1980’s, including a population explosion in 1983 of the 
scarce blue-tailed damselfly Ischnura pumilio. After the creation of the Lake, it became a Nature 
Reserve in 1984, owned by the Forestry Commission but managed by Gloucestershire Wildlife 
Trust, and was a prime dragonfly site after only 4 years, with 17 species present out of the (then) 
26 species in the county. In the mid to late 1990’s 19 species were still recorded. The water level 
was lowered in September 1996, and drained in the summer of 2002, presumably to eliminate 
any fish present. To try to improve the dragonfly fauna, which had declined, and remove the 
presence of carp, the lake was drained again in the autumn of 2011, and allowed to fill naturally. 
Since then, monitoring of the site over the past two years, 16 species have been recorded.

Recording Dragonflies and Damselflies at the new “pondscape”:

I led a Field Meeting for BDS in late June 2012, but unfortunately the weather wasn’t ideal for 
dragonflies and damselflies to be flying, and only 2 species, common blue damselfly Enallagma 
cyathigerum and broad-bodied chaser Libellula depressa, were recorded at the site on the day.

Many visits were made during the year, by me and others, to see how many species would turn 
up at this new heathland site, and GWT monitored the site several times during 2012. It was 
amazing to find that 18 (possibly 19) had been identified by the end of the season.

In 2013, vegetation had grown considerably, creating a lush grassland habitat between the 
ponds, and the brash left on the ground had become less obvious, even though care has to be 
taken when traversing the site. Photographs, taken in 2013, show the present wonderful diverse 
dragonfly habitat of the area.

Monitoring of the site during 2013, by GWT and others, (I led a meeting for Gloucestershire 
Naturalists’ Society in August) yielded a further species, which is not very often seen in the 
Forest of Dean – a male keeled skimmer Orthetrum coerulescens; the last recorded sighting being 
in 2009, and confirmation of a small breeding population of scarce blue-tailed damselfly, which 
I thought I had had a very fleeting glimpse of in 2012, and which brought the total to 20. Other 

Red-veined darter Sympetrum fonscolombii © Colin Twissell
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highlights in 2013 included finding a small, 
probably breeding, colony of black darter 
Sympetrum danae, and the second year running 
of two male red-veined darter, Sympetrum 
fonscolombii as well as a very large population 
of emerald damselfly, Lestes Sponsa.

The species list:

Damselflies:

Emerald Lestes Sponsa, large red Pyrrhosoma 
nymphula, azure damselfly Coenagrion puella, 
blue-tailed Ischnura elegans, scarce blue-tailed 
Ischnura pumilio. 5 species.

Dragonflies: 

Common hawker Aeshna juncea, migrant hawker Aeshna mixta, southern hawker Aeshna 
cyanea, emperor Anax imperator, golden-ringed dragonfly Cordulegaster boltonii, downy emerald 
Cordulia aenea, four-spotted chaser Libellula quadrimaculata, broad-bodied chaser Libellula 
depressa, black-tailed skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum, keeled skimmer Orthetrum coerulescens, 
common darter Sympetrum striolatum, red-veined darter Sympetrum fonscolombii, ruddy darter 
Sympetrum sanguineum, black darter Sympetrum danae. 14 species.

This is a brilliant site at present, and hopefully, if the habitat doesn’t change, will continue to 
be so, with 20 of the county’s total of 33 species recorded (35, if South Gloucestershire is 
included), and with many breeding species.

Some historical information was taken from Bob Godfrey’s notes who received an MBE for all 
his conservation work in the Dean. My thanks go to GWT Forest of Dean Reserves Warden 
Kevin Caster, Kate Wollen and Rebecca Wilson of the Forestry Commission all for background 
information on the site, Kate for sending me her photographs, and Beth Adams of GWT for 
sending me her 2012 and 2013 dragonfly and damselfly records, as well as Andy Jayne and John 
and Viv Phillips who alerted me to the rarities that occurred on the site.

Ingrid Twissell

Gloucestershire (VC 33/34) Odonata Recorder.

O coerulescens male © Ingrid Twissell
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There is still time to order tickets for the evening part of this celebration. This event marks the 
50th birthday of the Cirencester Branch of the GNS.

There will be a special field meeting and evening gathering in Cirencester on Saturday June 21st 
2014 to which all members of the Society are invited. In the early days, as well as talks from 
invited speakers, the Branch members used to carry out surveys around Cirencester e.g. the 
town’s trees or the flora and fauna of the Abbey Grounds. 

With this in mind we have organised a field meeting on the edge of town, at the Old Nursery 
site at City Bank in which members will record as many species as possible. You do not need 
to be an expert to attend as there will be county recorders on hand to advise and help. This 
will be followed by a gathering at the Watermoor Church Hall (directions on GNS website, 
www.glosnats.org), only a couple of hundred yards from the field meeting, with a buffet and 
an illustrated talk by our invited speaker Michael Leach. Mike has been coming to Cirencester 
since 2002 and is very entertaining with his humorous anecdotes about his experiences as a 
well-travelled wildlife cameraman, whether on specific subjects or his profession in general. If 
you haven’t heard him then you have missed a real treat.

PROGRAMME for Saturday 21st June 2014

2.30   Field meeting at Old Nursery Site, City Bank, Cirencester (SP030012 or   
  GL7 1LG). Please note that there is very little parking here and that it is 
  advisable to park near the Watermoor Church Hall, in Trinity Road or 
  Watermoor Road, and walk to the site.

5.30 for 6.00  Gather at Watermoor Church Hall 

6.00   Buffet food and drink 

7.15  Michael Leach “It’s a Funny Way to Make a Living”

9.30   Finish

Tickets £10 each. If you would like to come to the evening gathering please fill in the enclosed 
insert and send with payment to David Scott-Langley, 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Glos., 
GL7 1XN. The Field Meeting is free. A day for everyone and not to be missed! If you have left it 
too late to order tickets by post then give me a call on 01285 659631 or email dscottlangley@
hotmail.co.uk, but the sooner the better as we may not be able to order food for you if left to 
the last minute!

A day for everyone and not to be missed!

Cirencester Branch is 50
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE NATURALISTS’ SOCIETY

Registered charity No. 252710

WILDLIFE RECORDING INFORMATION SHEET
The Society’s official recording area is the whole of the vice-counties 33 (East Gloucestershire) 
and 34 (West Gloucestershire). However, for practical purposes, certain recorders only cover 
the administrative county of Gloucestershire, comprising the districts of Cotswold, Stroud, 
Forest of Dean, Cheltenham, Gloucester and Tewkesbury, since the Bristol Naturalists’ Society 
covers the Unitary Authority of South Gloucestershire and the City of Bristol (further details 
available from the individual recorders as listed below). 

The Society welcomes observations and records from members and others, and these should 
be sent to the Recorders as detailed below.  Records may be submitted in any form (so long as 
they are legible and intelligible); some Recorders prefer them on A6 cards (one per species), 
or, for certain groups, on the appropriate recording form (available from the Recorders - see 
below), though a simple list (preferably in systematic order) is acceptable for groups such as 
moths. 

Ideally the following information should be supplied:

*  Species name.

*  Where seen (name of location, preferably using names on the 1:50000/1:25000 Ordnance 
Survey maps; if in doubt include a sketch map of the site) plus six figure map reference.  It 
is helpful to Recorders if the tetrad number is also given.  For sightings in the Cotswold 
Water Park observers are asked to quote the official County Council pit numbers whenever 
possible.

*  Date.

*  Observer’s name and address.

Also useful:

*  Number or abundance.

*  Habitat.

*  Where appropriate a description of the species or a note of how identification was made 
including details of any guidebook used.

*   Any other relevant information.

These details should be sent to the appropriate Recorder from the list below.  The precise 
location of rare species will be kept confidential in the interests of conservation - records should 
be clearly labelled CONFIDENTIAL if they are to be so treated.  Straightforward records are 
too numerous to be acknowledged individually by the Recorders, but when a reply is required 
please enclose a stamped addressed envelope if the recorder asks for a voucher specimen.

It is also possible to record your sightings online – see details below.

The most interesting records are published in the Society’s “GNS News”, but all records 
(common species or not)  , Wallingford.  

Under the Data Protection Act the GNS advises members and other observers that their 
personal details (name, address, telephone number, email address) will be stored, either on 
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paper or electronically, as part of the Society’s recording system. These details will not be passed 
on, or sold, to third parties with the exception of the Gloucestershire Centre for Environmental 
Records, subject to the Memorandum of Understanding between the two organisations. Should 
the observer wish that certain parts of a record remain confidential (e.g. for reasons such as 
sensitive species, sensitive site, restriction of access to land, anonymity), they should contact the 
relevant Recorder and discuss the matter, stating their reasons.

COUNTY RECORDERS’ CONTACT DETAILS

Details of checklists and other GNS-published articles are available on the website and in The 
Gloucestershire Naturalist.

BIRDS: Richard Baatsen (01452 740161); email: baatsen@surfbirder.com.  For those 
observers who are reporting a county rarity or BBRC species, the appropriate forms can be 
obtained from the Recorder; a guidance document listing all the species that require detailed 
descriptions is also available (please send sae); submission of records by email preferred (see also 
Gloucestershire Bird Report 2005 pp 18-20). The GNS website has a recording form showing all 
required information that can be printed off. 

British Trust for Ornithology Representative: Gordon Kirk (01452 741724);  
email: GordonKirk@aol.com
Gloucestershire Bird Report (annual report on the county’s avifauna) published by Gloucestershire 
Ornithological Coordinating Committee (GOCC).

MAMMALS: John Field, c/o The Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, Conservation Centre, 
Robinswood Hill Country Park, Reservoir Road, Gloucester GL4 6SX (01452 383333); 
email: john.field@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk 
Gloucestershire Bat Group Recorder: David Wells email: dave-wells@mypostoffice.co.uk 

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS: David Dewsbury (01594 832068); 
email:  david.dewsbury@btinternet.com 

FISH: Pete Bradshaw, c/o The Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, Church House, Standish, 
Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL10 3EU; 
email: peter.bradshaw@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk 

CRAYFISH: John Field, c/o The Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, Conservation Centre, 
Robinswood Hill Country Park, Reservoir Road, Gloucester GL4 6SX (01452 383333); 
email: john.field@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk 

INVERTEBRATES: 
Gloucestershire Invertebrate Group (GIG):  Andrew Leach, c/o The Gloucestershire Wildlife 
Trust, Conservation Centre, Robinswood Hill Country Park, Reservoir Road, Gloucester GL4 
6SX. (01452 383333); email: Andrew.leach@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk

BUTTERFLIES: Chris Wiltshire (01453 545509); email: chriswiltshire164@o2.co.uk 
Butterfly Conservation Gloucestershire Branch: www.gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk 
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MOTHS: 
VC33 East Gloucestershire: Robert Homan (01242 235408); 
email: theapiary@hotmail.com

VC34 West Gloucestershire (west of the Severn): Michael Bradley (01531 822315); 
email:  michaelw1184w@hotmail.co.uk

VC34 West Gloucestershire (east of the Severn): Neale Jordan-Mellersh (0117 9854730); 
email: sneale48@hotmail.co.uk

Online distribution maps and additional information for Gloucestershire moths can be 
found at http://www.gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk/Guys_maps/mothmap.html

DRAGONFLIES: Ingrid Twissell (01452 714413); 
email: canditwissell@btinternet.com 

HOVERFLIES & LADYBIRDS: David Iliff (01242 674398); 
email: davidiliff@talk21.com
 
ANTS, BEES & WASPS: Tony Taylor (01452 728734); 
email: taylor.ant@cotswoldwireless.co.uk 

SPIDERS: David Haigh (01242 513544); 
email: djrhaigh@hotmail.co.uk    

BEETLES (other than Ladybirds), BARKFLIES, WOODLICE, CENTIPEDES, 
MILLIPEDES, HARVESTMEN, FALSE SCORPIONS, LACEWINGS, 
SPRINGTAILS & FRESHWATER INVERTEBRATES: David Scott-Langley    
email: dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk. 

GRASSHOPPERS, BUSH-CRICKETS, EARWIGS, & COCKROACHES, BUGS 
(HEMIPTERA): John Widgery (01242 673873); email: johnwidgery@waitrose.com   

LAND & FRESHWATER MOLLUSCS: David Long (01242 527673); 
email: david@long55.wanadoo.co.uk 

ECTOPARASITES (Lice, louse-flies): Robin Sellers (01946 725453); 
email: sellers@craghouse7.freeserve.co.uk 

FRESHWATER TRICLADS: Larry Bellamy (01594 516420); 
email: lar.amy@btinternet.com 

FLOWERING PLANTS, FERNS & STONEWORTS: 
Mark and Clare Kitchen (01453 810958); email: markarkitchen@yahoo.com 
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MOSSES AND LIVERWORTS: Peter Martin (01666 503791); 
email: petergmartin@btinternet.com
FUNGI:  Cotswold Fungus Group & VC33 County recorder email: recorder@
cotswoldfungusgroup.com. Dean Fungus Group & VC34 recorders: Keith & Valerie Davies 
(01452 760278); email: keith.val@hotmail.com

LICHENS: Juliet Bailey  email: glos.lichens@gmail.com

PLANT GALLS:  Robert Homan (01242 235408) email: theapiary@hotmail.com

ONLINE RECORDING at www.universalquestions.com/nature
There is now an online county wildlife recording system at Richard Beal’s website covering 
Birds, Butterflies, Dragonflies & Damselflies, Mammals and Orchids. It is a straightforward, 
but nevertheless sophisticated way, of getting your sightings from your desktop to the county 
recorders and by using the system you can make a valuable contribution to the GNS ongoing 
recording effort. After a simple registration procedure you can start recording straightaway and 
you can return to the web site at any time by simply logging in.

NEW RECORDERS
The Society is always looking for new Recorders to fill vacant positions (particularly DIPTERA 
and FRESHWATER FAUNA) or to cover groups not listed above (no matter how obscure!).  
Anyone willing to undertake these tasks or to organise (or help organise) surveys in the 
county is invited to contact David Scott-Langley (Chairman, GNS Scientific & Publications Sub-
committee), 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 1XN; Tel 01285 659631; 
email: dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk

OTHER USEFUL CONTACTS AND ADDRESSES

GNS Web site: 
www.glosnats.org for sightings, recorders, events, archives and species information.

GNS Webmaster: 
Richard Beal; email: richard.beal@richardbeal.com

GNS Library:  
Our library has moved to the main house at Hartpury College. Phone 01452 702160 before 
visiting to check the room is free for use.

GNS Chairman: 
Mike Smart, 143 Cheltenham Road, Gloucester GL2 0JH   (01452 421131); 
email: smartmike@btinternet.com

GNS Membership Secretary:
Andrew Bluett, 50 Kingsmead, Abbeydale, Gloucester, GL4 5DY (01452 610085); 
email: gnsmembership@btinternet.com. See also Membership page on GNS Website.
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GNS Secretary: 
Lynne Garner (01452 614354); email: lynne@moorend1989.plus.com.

GNS Cirencester Branch Chairman: 
David Scott-Langley, 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Glos GL7 1XN (01285 659631); 
email: dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk.

Editor of the GNS News (records and general matters; appears quarterly): Kate Kibble; 
email: kkibble@sky.com

Editor of The Gloucestershire Naturalist David Scott-Langley, 19 Chesterton Grove, 
Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 1XN (01285 659631); email dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk. 
Articles and reports for TGN should be sent to the Editor by February 28th of the year of 
publication. Notes for contributors and page layout are available from the same source.

Natural England (Southwest Region) Natural England, First Floor, Temple Quay House, 2 The 
Square, Bristol, BS1 6EB   Tel: 0300 060 2065

Gloucestershire Centre for Environmental Records: Conservation Centre, Robinswood 
Hill Country Park, Reservoir Road, GLOUCESTER GL4 6SX (01453 389950); 
email: gcer@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk. Development Manager: Linda Moore (01172 
309119) email: linda.moore@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust: Conservation Centre, Robinswood Hill Country Park, Reservoir 
Road, Gloucester GL4 6SX (01452 383333). Web site: www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk 

Gloucestershire Orchard Trust: Ann Smith (secretary/coordinator) 01452 855677  
www.gloucestershireorchardtrust.org.uk;   email: info@gloucestershireorchardtrust.org.uk

Issued by the Scientific & Publications Sub-committee of the Gloucestershire Naturalists’ Society, January 2014.



29 GNS NEWS JUNE 2014

Field Meetings

Friday 6 June 2014, 9-11pm. Nightjars in the Forest of Dean. An evening meeting. 
Meet in front of Steam Mills Primary School, SO646159. Leader: Andrew Bluett, 01452 
610085, 07584 689090. Leader: Andrew Bluett, 01452 610085.

Saturday 7 June 2014, 10.30am. Butterflies, Amphibians and Reptiles. Meet New 
Fancy View car park (SO627095). Move on mid morning to Moseley Green and Brandrick’s 
Green for Small Pearl Bordered Fritillaries, and maybe Adders. Pub lunch and continue 
afternoon. Leader: David Dewsbury, 01594 832068.

Saturday 14 June 2014, 10.30am. Cinderford Linear Park for day-flying moths and 
butterflies. Meet on Forest Vale Road opposite Winner garage, SO645151. Bring packed lunch 
if required. Will continue in afternoon. Leader: Roger Gaunt (01594 530475).

Saturday 21 June 2014, 2.30pm. Celebratory Field Meeting - Cirencester Branch is 
50. Meet at Old Nursery Site, City Bank, Cirencester (SP030012 or GL7 1LG). All welcome, 
not just Cirencester members. Leader: David Scott-Langley, 01285 659631. To be followed by 
evening celebrations- see article within this issue.

Sunday 27 July 2014, 10.30am - 1pm. Joint meeting with Minchinhampton Walking 
and Wildlife Group. Butterfly monitoring, walking from the Reservoir car park in the middle 
of the common(SO854012) across to Jacob’s Knowle and Swell’s Hill. Hope to record Adonis 
and Chalk Hill Blues. Leaders: Karen and Phil Colebourn, email karencolebourn@gmail.com, 
phone 01453 886283.

Wednesday 6 August 2014, 11am. Joint meeting GNS and Glos Plant Group. 
Westridge Wood, Wotton-under-Edge. Visit to this ancient woodland to revisit former Stachys 
alpina, Limestone Woundwort sites. Meet in layby on Old London Road, ST754941. Leader: 
Clare and Mark Kitchen, 01453 810958.

Sunday 31 August 2014, 10.30am. Siccaridge Wood. General Interest. Meet at 
crossroads in Sapperton SO944032. Leader: David Scott-Langley, 01285 659631.

Sunday 14 September 2014, 11 am. Haresfield Beacon and Vinegar Hill. General 
Interest. Meet in Bunker’s Bank lay-by, SO824089, where Beacon Lane crests the hill. Leader: 
Juliet Bailey, 01452 722310

Other meetings:

Amphibians and Reptiles
Events and surveys across the county. Contact David Dewsbury for details. Phone 01594 
832068, mobile 07786 543961, email david.dewsbury@btinternet.com

Diary
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Cinderford Northern Quarter 
There is a campaign of field meetings to study the fauna and flora of the Cinderford Northern 
Quarter area that is scheduled for development. Unlike the usual relaxed general interest GNS 
walks these will be highly focused on recording. For further details, speak to Andrew Bluett on 
01452 610085, 07584 689090, or email gnsmembership@btinternet.com

Dean Fungus Group
The Dean Fungus Group runs forays throughout the year. Contact Keith or Valerie Davies for 
information on 01452 760278 or email keith.val@hotmail.com. 

Gloucestershire Invertebrate Group
The GIG has field meetings mainly at weekends from April to October.  
GNS members are welcome to come along and see what they do.  
Contact David Long (01242 527673) for further advice.

Gloucestershire Plant Group
Contact Mark and Clare Kitchen for information.  
Phone 01453 810958, email clareandmarkplants@yahoo.co.uk

GNS Lichen Group
The Lichen Group meets once a month during the summer months. New people, including 
beginners, always welcome. To join the mailing list, email Juliet Bailey, glos.lichens@gmail.com
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President: Mrs Anna Jones

Chairman:
Mike Smart, 143 Cheltenham Road, Gloucester GL2 0JH
tel: 01452 421131 email: smartmike@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman:
David Scott-Langley, 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Glos. GL7 1XN
tel: 01285 659631 email: dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk

Secretary:
Lynne Garner, Moorend Cottage, Watery Lane,
Upton St Leonards, Glos. GL4 8DE
tel: 01452 614354 email: lynne@moorend1989.plus.com

Treasurer:
Andy Oliver, email: gnstreasurer@btinternet.com

Membership Secretary:
Andrew Bluett, 50 Kingsmead, Abbeymead, Gloucester GL4 5DY
tel: 01452 610085 email: gnsmembership@btinternet.com

Cirencester Branch Chairman:
David Scott-Langley, 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Glos. GL7 1XN
tel: 01285 659631 email: dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk

GNS News Editor:
Kate Kibble, email: kkibble@sky.com

The Gloucestershire Naturalist Editor David Scott-Langley,
19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 1XN
tel: 01285 659631 email dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk

GNS Website: 
www.glosnats.org

GNS Library: The library is housed in the Learning Resources Centre at Hartpury College.
For opening hours see
www.hartpury.ac.uk/Hartpury-College/Hartpury-Facilities/Learning-Resources-Centre/
or phone 01452 702160.

Society Officers & Contacts
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Black darter dragonfly © Andrew Bluett


