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Dear Members 
We begin 2014 - just like this time last year (I am reminded, as I leaf through my field notes 
for January 2013) - with much of the Severn Vale deep under water yet again, and many of the 
favourite spots for naturalists submerged. Spring can’t be that far away, though, as only on 27 
January, I saw my first curlew Numenius arquata of the year, back from the estuary in its familiar 
breeding area. All of which must mean that the GNS Annual General Meeting can’t be far off 
either. In 2014 we are holding the AGM in Cirencester once again at the Watermoor Hall, on 
Friday 21 March – equinox, first day of spring. What could be more appropriate? I hope that 
many of you will join us there to reflect on GNS activities over the past year, and to comment on 
our plans for the coming year. We would also be glad to welcome any new candidates wishing 
to join the Executive Committee. So, volunteers please step forward!

In place of a single speaker after the AGM business meeting, we are organising a panel discussion, 
chaired by our President, Mrs Anna Jones, on how we, as naturalists, can help to make the 
planning system in Gloucestershire more effective; with current issues such as Cinderford 
Northern Quarter, which remains a hot topic. Dr Colin Studholme, of the Gloucestershire 
Wildlife Trust, who has contributed to more planning enquiries than most of us have had hot 
dinners, will be one member of the panel (and particularly welcome as a further indication of 
our growing collaboration with GWT); other GNS members who have been involved in recent 
planning issues will contribute, and I look forward to a thought-provoking discussion, not at all 
dull or irrelevant to naturalists; it’s a question of how the data we collect is used.

Elsewhere in this issue you will find the GNS statement on Cinderford Northern Quarter, 
mentioned in my Letter from the Chair in the last GNS News. I should add that we are going 
ahead with plans to improve surveys of wildlife at the site in order to follow any developments, 
if the work there proceeds, and to provide improved basic data on the very rich natural history 
of the site.

We have made further progress with the joint GNS/GWT courses, and the full programme 
appears in the body of this issue. It looks like an inspiring and interesting series, in many cases led 
by GNS recorders and members: I hope to be present at many of them myself. Those wishing 
to take part need to sign up via GWT.

Many of you will remember the event organised in 2008 at Brickhampton Court to celebrate 
the 60th anniversary of the founding of GNS; it offered not only an opportunity to socialise 
with old friends, but an opportunity to hear Chris Packham, who at that time was not quite as 
starry a TV celebrity as he has since become; (did GNS, I wonder, launch him on the road to 
stardom!). With the 50th anniversary of the GNS Cirencester Branch occurring later in 2014, the 
Cirencester Branch is planning another celebration, to be held on Saturday 21 June, starting with 
a field meeting, and continuing with a buffet and a talk by Michael Leach, who has entertained 
members in Cirencester on several previous occasions. Elsewhere in this issue of GNS News, 
there are full details of the event and how to sign up. All GNS members are welcome, not 
merely those from the Cirencester Branch; there will be a modest charge, so tickets need to be 
booked early. I hope to see many of you there, and hope you will find the event as enjoyable as 
the previous one at Brickhampton.

Mike Smart - Hon. Chairman, GNS

Letter from the Chair
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October’s weather across the UK was unsettled: the warmest October since 2006, the dullest 
since 2005 and the wettest since 2000. Rain was frequent, and was often accompanied by 
strong winds, as a series of vigorous low pressure systems travelled eastwards across the British 
Isles. The first nine days were warm followed by a colder period until 16 October, after which 
temperatures rose above normal again. Across England and Wales, rainfall was 142% of the 
average and the figure for southwest England and Wales was 139%. Sunshine totals for the 
month were well below average. On 27/28 October an explosively developing depression (“St 
Jude’s Storm”) caused very strong winds across southern England and East Anglia with damaging 
gusts. In the Severn Vale, there were no frosts in October, though there was a good deal of 
rain in the second half of the month; the monthly total for Gloucester was 111mm, the highest 
monthly total since November 2012 when the figure was 118mm (no other month in 2013 has 
reached 60 mm). St Jude’s Storm passed south of Gloucestershire so, while strong winds were 
experienced, there was nothing comparable to the effects along the south coast

November 2013 was quite sunny and dry, but a little colder than average. It opened across 
the UK with westerly weather, generally unsettled and wet; this meant there were relatively 
few dry days, but also few frosts. From mid-month, high pressure systems dominated, bringing 
more settled but colder weather, especially in Scotland and northern England. An area of high 
pressure extended from the Azores over the whole of the UK in the last week, blocking the 
arrival of Atlantic fronts which therefore had to go round the north of Scotland and down the 
North Sea. The month’s rainfall in southwest England and South Wales was only 74% of the 30 
year average. In the Severn Vale there were slight frosts from 13-16 November and much colder 
weather with sharp frosts on 19 and 21 November. It became colder still from 23-26 with 26 
November being the coldest day with temperatures of -4°C in Gloucester). Winds in the Severn 
Vale in the second half of the month were mainly from the north or northwest. Total rainfall in 
Gloucester was only 43mm.

December was, at national level, a mild, wet and stormy month. It opened as November had 
ended, with the Azores anticyclone covering much of the UK, and bringing dull, hazy fairly mild 
weather. This anticyclone drifted south on 3 December allowing Atlantic fronts to move in from 
the northwest; winds strengthened and were particularly strong in eastern UK, causing the 
biggest storm surge in the North Sea since 1953 on 5 December, as northwest winds followed 
high tides. Quieter weather resumed until mid-month but high pressure gave way and the 
weather became increasingly unsettled and stormy. In the second half of the month, a series of 
Atlantic low pressure systems brought heavy rain and strong winds for most areas (pressure on 
23 December dropped to 936 millibars in western Scotland, the lowest record at a land-based 
weather station for many years). Nationally, this was the windiest December since 1969, and 
the windiest calendar month since January 1993. Western England and the Severn Vale escaped 
the storm surge of 5 December, and anticyclonic conditions persisted with dry, mild, frost-free 
weather, high cloud and light winds mainly from the west and northwest. 

This anticyclone drifted very slowly eastwards, finally allowing southwesterly, rain-bringing 
winds into the area from 13 December. The first rain in Gloucester for three weeks fell on 
15 December, but then it rained almost every day until the end of the month, mainly in small 
amounts (though 26 mm fell on 23 December). A ridge of high pressure brought fine sunny 
conditions on 17 December but successive Atlantic fronts brought strong winds on 18, 23 and 

The Weather from October to December 2013
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27 December. Monthly rainfall in southwest England and south Wales was 128% of the 30 year 
average, while total December rainfall in Gloucester was 87mm, a monthly total exceeded in 
2013 only by October (111mm). There were no frosts in Gloucester in December, though there 
were occasional light grass frosts in rural areas.

The weather in 2013 can be summarised as follows: cold with heavy snow in mid-January and 
mid-February, cold intensifying in March and the first half of April; by contrast, the summer was 
the warmest and sunniest for seven years with a heat wave from 4 July to 2 August. October 
ended with a severe gale in southern England and the storm surge in early December was the 
greatest since January 1953; in the second half of December a series of deep Atlantic depressions 
brought further gales and considerable rainfall, especially in western UK.

Mike Smart

The Vincent Wildlife Trust has just started a national polecat Mustela putorius distribution 
survey, following on from two previous surveys in the 1990s and early 2000s. The aims of the 
survey are to gather up-to-date information on the current distribution of the polecat in Britain 
and investigate hybridisation between polecats and ferrets. They will be collecting records of 
polecats, polecat-ferrets and feral ferrets from all over mainland Britain during 2014 and 2015.
I will be forwarding any records I receive on to the Vincent Wildlife Trust, and to GCER 
obviously, so please feel free to submit records directly to me if you’d rather. In the same way, 
the Vincent Wildlife Trust will also pass on to me any Gloucestershire records that they receive. 
Alongside the date and location (six figure grid reference please) any records should ideally 
be accompanied by photos, in order to allow classification of specimen animals as polecats, 
polecat-ferrets or hybrids. Furthermore, they are requesting that any carcasses (e.g. roadkills) 
that can be safely collected are also submitted for genetic analysis and rodenticide testing. If you 
find a collectable carcass please contact the Vincent Wildlife Trust (http://vwt.org.uk/our-work/
projects/national-polecat-survey) who will send you a postage box for the animal to be returned 
in, free of charge.
Incidentally, there are five pelage signs to look out for to be able to determine a true polecat from 
specimens with ‘ferrety’ characteristics, i.e. ones that have interbred with domestic escapees:

•	Nose - In true polecats the brown fur of the muzzle extends all the way down to the nose.
•	Face - True polecats have pale cheek patches contrasting with dark facial mask.
•	Throat - True polecats don’t have extensive throat patches or a white mink-like bib on the chin.
•	Guard Hairs - True polecats don’t have white guard hairs. 
•	Paws - All four paws of a true polecat will have dark (almost black) fur. 
•	Polecat-ferrets often have a bit of white on one or more paws.

Thanks 
John Field  
County Mammal Recorder

Keep An Eye Open For Polecats 
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In November of last year the Mammal Society began running a National Harvest Mouse Survey, 
to span two survey seasons, November/December 2013 and the same months in 2014. The 
survey involves volunteers across England, Wales and southern Scotland searching for harvest 
mouse Micromys minutus nests in suitable habitat, as a reliable field sign of this species’ presence.

The aim of this survey is to get a better idea of current harvest mouse range and distribution 
across England, Wales and southern Scotland. It is hoped to build a picture of the different 
habitats the species can be found in throughout their UK range. Last year was late starting and 
so unfortunately very little promotion of the survey took place – however they still managed to 
recruit over 200 volunteers thanks to the efforts of the local mammal and wildlife groups who 
were involved.

Surveyors needed
There are still many areas to survey, so the Mammal Society is asking for your help as local 
mammal, wildlife and natural history groups, to help promote the survey and recruit volunteer 
surveyors for the 2014 season. Volunteers are allocated a hectad (a 10 x 10 km square) to survey 
within, near to their home where possible, and asked to survey two sites within this hectad. 
These will be sites surveyed in the previous national harvest mouse surveys (in the 1970s and 
1990s), or if none exist for that hectad, the volunteer is asked to choose their own sites. All 
instructions are on the relevant web pages on The Mammal Society website www.mammal.org.
uk/harvestmouse_survey

Short training sessions needed
The Mammal Society is encouraging inexperienced volunteers to attend short training sessions 
in searching for nests where possible, to improve the reliability of the survey results. If you or 
someone you know are experienced in finding harvest mouse nests and might be able to run a 
training session over a few hours on a weekend in the autumn of this year at a site known to you, 
the co-ordinator would be very pleased to hear from you. All training will be advertised on the 
surveys pages on The Mammal Society website from the summer onwards and they can support 
and administer the sessions as required.

A couple of hours at a site known to have harvest mice is adequate, led by someone with 
experience in searching for nests, to enable others to be shown how to look and what they are 
looking for.

If you would like to take part please contact the Mammal Society at mailto:harvestmousesurvey@
themammalsociety.org

David Scott-Langley

National Harvest Mouse Survey
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What weather! In the end, four of us walked 
the fields of the Kites Hill Reserve at Upton St 
Leonards, all becoming drenched by the curtains 
of driving rain, despite appropriate clothing.

Kites Hill is on the escarpment above Upton St 
Leonards, Gloucester. The 16 hectare reserve 
is a patchwork of six small fields with enormous 
hedges. It is owned by the World Land Trust, 
an international charity with reserves mostly in 
the tropical rainforest, this being its only British 
project.

We considered the grassland in some detail, 
looking at the balance of plants, how it is managed 

and how this can affect the flora. Most of it looks like old-fashioned cattle pasture, though there 
were no stock there on the day of the visit, with abundant red fescue Festuca rubra, cock’s-foot 
Dactylis glomerata, crested dog’s-tail Cynosurus cristatus and buttercups Ranunculus spp. Salad 
burnet Poterium sanguisorba is probably the biggest clue to the underlying limestone, and this 
becomes more common on the steeper slopes where the soil is thinner and the grasses more 
sparse.

The hedges are huge; in some places they are lines of trees, in others thick hawthorn Crataegus 
monogyna, hazel Corylus avellana and elder Sambucus nigra. There are frequent visits from the 
Conservation Volunteers working on the hedges, trimming back the hazel and filling in the gaps 
with saplings. There are huge ash trees Fraxinus excelsior (see back cover photo). Probably the 
loveliest ash in the county is here, its clean, graceful limbs sweeping out over the field. Does 
anyone know of a finer?

Distant identification of trees in winter is quite 
possible, but one has to be careful. Something I 
took to be ash, on close inspection by a more 
observant member of the party turned out to 
be walnut Juglans sp., with vast numbers of 
shells underneath. They were quite long and 
pointed, not the normal rounded shape of the 
greengrocer’s walnut. I have heard reports 
from all round the county that 2013 was a 
superb fruiting year for walnuts. 

Walnut lacks the “sooty” black buds of ash (see GNS News December 2012), but a dead give-
away is the chambered pith, like a ladder in its hollow twigs.

Another species (at a totally different scale) with laddered pith is hard rush Juncus inflexus. There 
are clumps of this and other rushes across the spring line and marking the runnels flowing away 
down slope. The laddering of the pith is an easy way to separate hard rush from the other 
common rushes in the county. Split a stem with your thumb nail and it will be plain to see.

Kites Hill Reserve Field Meeting
26 January 2014

Soggy naturalists © Paul Tyers

Walnut buds © Juliet Bailey
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The hedges offered some shelter from the driving rain, so we spent a good while looking at 
them, and particularly at a fallen field maple Acer campestre. It looked as if it fell some time last 
year with nettles Urtica dioica growing through the protective mesh of branches, yet the twigs 
were still covered in living lichen so it cannot have been down that long. I quickly counted 10 
species, but with the difficulties of misting optical aids and a sodden notebook I need a return 
visit to make a complete list. Among the showier lichen species were some lovely pompoms 
of Ramalina fastigiata, and some small specimens of Usnea subfloridana, lichens indicating 
moderately good air quality. Given the urban and industrial creep of Gloucester southwards, let 
us hope it stays that way.

We returned to the start point through the beech woodland at the top of the reserve. This is 
a corner of the much greater Pope’s Wood – mostly owned by the National Trust – which is 
part of the Cotswold Commons and Beechwoods National Nature Reserve, and also has the 
international designation of Cotswold Beechwoods Special Area of Conservation. Mostly beech 
Fagus sylvatica, but with ash and an understorey of holly Ilex aquifolium and hazel, and a field layer 
dominated by ivy Hedera helix and bramble Rubus sp. with woodruff Galium odoratum and dog’s 
mercury Mercurialis perennis, this too would normally be a lovely place to visit. 

I must go back soon. There is a well marked permissive route round parts of the reserve, so 
don’t hesitate to visit. Nothing could be lovelier on a fine day, even in the depths of winter.

Juliet Bailey

For more details of World Land Trust and the reserve see http://www.worldlandtrust.org/projects/kites

Ramalina fastigiata © Juliet Bailey
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It is time for another celebration! 2014 marks the end of the GNS Cirencester Branch’s 50th 
season. In honour of this achievement we will hold a special field meeting and evening gathering 
in Cirencester on Saturday June 21st 2014 to which all members of the Society are invited. 

In the early days, as well as talks from invited speakers, the Branch members used to carry out 
surveys around Cirencester e.g. the town’s trees or the flora and fauna of the Abbey Grounds.

With this in mind we will be organising a field meeting on the edge of town, at the Old Nursery 
site at City Bank in which members will record as many species as possible. You do not need to 
be an expert to attend as there will be county recorders on hand to advise and help. This will be 
followed by a gathering at the Watermoor Church Hall, only a couple of hundred yards from the 
field meeting, with a buffet and an illustrated talk by our invited speaker, Michael Leach. Mike has 
been coming to Cirencester since 2002 and is very entertaining with his humorous anecdotes 
about his experiences as a well-travelled wildlife cameraman, whether on specific subjects or his 
profession in general. If you haven’t heard him then you have missed a real treat.

PROGRAMME for Saturday 21st June 2014

2.30   Field meeting at Old Nursery Site, City Bank, Cirencester (SP030012 or   
  GL7 1LG). Please note that there is very little parking here and that it is 
  advisable to park near the Watermoor Church Hall, in Trinity Road or 
  Watermoor Road, and walk to the site.

5.30 for 6.00  Gather at Watermoor Church Hall 

6.00   Buffet food and drink 

7.15  Michael Leach “It’s a Funny Way to Make a Living”

9.30   Finish

Tickets £10 each. If you would like to come to the evening gathering please fill in the enclosed 
insert and send with payment to David Scott-Langley, 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Glos., 
GL7 1XN. 

The Field Meeting is free. Further details will appear on the Society website www.glosnats.org 
and in GNS News.

A day for everyone and not to be missed!

Cirencester Branch is 50
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Dr Keith Alexander is an ecological 
consultant who has lived in Exeter 
since 2003 but came to live in 
Cirencester in the early 1980s when 
he joined the Biological Survey Team 
of the National Trust, at that time 
based in the town. During this period 
he travelled all over the country 
carrying out invertebrate surveys on 
National Trust properties. On a local 
level he joined the Gloucestershire 
Naturalists’ Society and, for a time, 
was a member of the committee of 
the Cirencester Branch. He became a 
county recorder specialising in beetles 
and flies, but also acting as a caretaker 
recorder for other invertebrate 
groups, contributing large numbers 
of records to the county inventory. 
He chaired the GNS Scientific and 

Publications Sub-committee and when he found that the author of this piece was interested in 
“crunchy things” (Keith’s words) he encouraged me to become a county recorder. He was a 
founding member of the Gloucestershire Invertebrate Group, one of a number of such groups 
linked to the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust.

Keith was a founding member of the Ancient Tree Forum, championing these noble subjects as 
declining specialised habitats for many rare and endangered invertebrate species, particularly 
beetles associated with dead and rotten wood, known as saproxylic species. Of particular 
local interest in this matter is the noble chafer Gnorimus nobilis, living in orchards west of the 
Severn for which Keith did many surveys. He was responsible for a particular style of cataloguing 
Orders of species that appeared over the years in The Gloucestershire Naturalist and which is 
still used today. He has published widely in journals and the national press and in Natural England 
Research Reports. His work with the Ancient Tree Forum has led to his consultancy extending 
into Europe.

Having moved to Exeter in 2003, Keith now feels that it is time to resign his remaining 
recorderships, those of beetles and flies, as he rarely visits the county these days. He is in 
the process of putting together a book on the Beetles of Gloucestershire and may produce 
a catalogue of the county’s flies at some point in the future. His enthusiasm in the field and 
his annual reports in the TGN will be sadly missed in the county but we hope to see him 
occasionally in the future and even receive yet more records from him. 

David Scott-Langley

Keith Hands In His County Recorderships

Keith at Ashleworth Ham, 2002  © Juliet Bailey
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In September 2013 the government, via the Department for Environment and Rural Affairs, 
published a Green Paper entitled “Biodiversity offsetting in England” as a consultation document. 
The consultation period ended on 7th November 2013 and the responses are now under 
consideration. 

To quote from the Green Paper “(Biodiversity) Offsetting is a simple concept. It is a measurable 
way to ensure we make good any residual damage caused by development which cannot be 
avoided or mitigated. This guarantees there is no net loss from development and supports our 
ambition to achieve net gain for nature. For developers it can offer a simpler, faster way through 
the planning system. It can be quicker and more straightforward to agree a development’s 
impacts and can create a ready market to supply compensation [1] for residual damage to 
nature”. The quotes are from the Foreword to the Green Paper by Owen Paterson, Secretary 
of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.

So how does biodiversity offsetting work? There are pilot schemes in place in England and 
the Green Paper also quotes the systems in place in Victoria, Australia and in the USA; “these 
systems are underpinned by a metric which allows impacts on nature to be quantified in standard 
biodiversity units”. What that actually means is any habitat type to be lost is assigned a numerical 
value based on the metric [2] multiplied by the area in hectares. The product of each different 
type x value x area is added together with the others within the development area to give a net 
figure. The intention then is that new habitat(s), or improvement of existing habitat(s), must 
be put in place elsewhere with a similar or greater numerical value to redress the balance and 
achieve the “no net loss” aspiration. Later in the paragraph the comment is: “A metric provides 
a framework non-experts [3] can use to assess how different choices impact on biodiversity and 
whether harm can be avoided or reduced”. 

Another quote from the same paragraph is: “Using biodiversity units makes it easier to apply 
the mitigation hierarchy”. This statement implies that the mitigation hierarchy would be 
applied before the need to calculate an offsetting value arises. Again, from the Green Paper, the 
mitigation hierarchy is explained – 

“The mitigation hierarchy is a policy for ensuring (development) activities do not have 
unnecessary impacts on the environment:

In the first instance harm should be avoided, for instance by locating development at a 
different site.

Where this is not possible the impacts should be mitigated, for instance through the 
detailed design of the development.

Lastly any residual impacts should be compensated for, for instance by restoring or 
recreating habitat elsewhere.

The mitigation hierarchy is embedded in many areas of environmental legislation and regulation. 
For example, under the National Planning Policy Framework “if significant harm resulting from 
a development cannot be avoided (through locating on an alternative site with less harmful 
impacts), adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort, compensated for, then planning permission 
should be refused.”

Biodiversity Offsetting 
the new planning buzz-word



GNS NEWS MARCH 2014 12

The National Planning Policy Framework (see Planning Reform – Balance, or a means to 
unlimited development; GNS News, December 2011, pp 15-17) is in the government’s own 
words a means of “streamlining of the planning process” – in other words, the facilitation of 
development (as a means to stoke the sluggish economy) by the adjustment or removal of the 
perceived barriers inherent in the planning consideration, decision, review and appeal process. 

The Green Paper itself questions whether or not the initially proposed metric is adequate or 
lends sufficient weight to the quality of the habitat threatened; it does go on to set out a number 
of considerations proposed to ensure that the numerical value alone does not allow small areas 
of very high quality habitat to be replaced with larger areas of lower quality. It takes into account 
that there are some protected species that require a higher level of consideration or set certain 
habitats apart from similar, but less well-blessed habitats; it recognises that some habitats take 
inordinately long periods of time to evolve or mature and that others based on for example 
geological types, simply cannot be recreated. There are other considerations, safeguards and 
penalties suggested which, if included in the legislation and utilised effectively, should deal with 
some of the concerns raised by the underlying thought that this is a piece of legislation aimed 
at unlocking and speeding up development that is otherwise achieved only slowly within the 
current planning process.

There is always an innate suspicion in many minds of any “jam tomorrow” promise that the 
government proposes, especially when it is appears that spin doctors have been at work 
alongside the drafters of the proposal. There is a similar suspicion surrounding developers and 
their motives, not helped by past performance and pre-development spoiling of landscapes as 
has been alleged for example by the RSPB regarding Cirl Bunting habitat (“The RSPB has sent 
a formal letter of complaint to Devon NHS bosses concerning the wilful destruction of land 
near Exminster”, November 2013). And of course, whilst some developments have recently 
been stopped or modified because of specific habitat or species protection, there is a belief that 
the existing planning process has itself failed miserably closer to home at Cinderford Northern 
Quarter.

In the last few days (early January 2014), Owen Paterson’s comments in The Times regarding 
Biodiversity Offsetting have been seized upon by critics who have called such plans a licence “to 
trash nature”. As always, we will have to wait and see how this pans out; if the good intentions 
expressed in the Green Paper really do come to fruition it could be helpful to wildlife and 
habitats, on the other hand, like that other form of BO, there are those who believe it stinks.

The Wildlife Trusts have issued a statement entitled “An overview of The Wildlife Trust Position” 
in respect of biodiversity offsetting which begins by stating that they “cautiously welcome 
biodiversity offsetting” but goes on to make quite clear that it should only be applied for the 
right reasons in the right way, explains what both of those expressions mean and equally explains 
what are considered to be the wrong reasons and the wrong way.

If the mitigation hierarchy is applied properly, then biodiversity offsetting should be the position 
of last resort. If the offsetting proposals are suitable and provide sufficient compensation for 
the losses, this has the potential for good, both in terms of wildlife and in terms of allowing 
appropriate and necessary development for the good of the economy, employment prospects, 
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infrastructure and the built environment. However, the position of last resort can become the 
norm and we know from hindsight that conditions attached to development can be forgotten, 
ignored, not properly or diligently applied and not reviewed post completion.

A worrying aspect is that replacement habitats improved or created under biodiversity offsetting 
do not have to be anywhere adjacent to the original (Paterson has been quoted as thinking that 
it would be “appropriate for a replacement site to be about an hour away by car” – possibly 50 
miles or more). If that is the case, the time lapse, distance and potential difference between the 
damaged habitat and that created or re-created, simply does not allow for the wildlife to move 
on. The Green Paper discusses options for covenanting, registering and protecting offsets and 
suggests that this process should be overseen by a variety of Government agencies or even a 
private sector company under contract. The track record of some departments and contractors 
in that respect though is not good. 

Development rarely benefits wildlife, least of all wherever buildings and infrastructure are put 
in place. Biodiversity offsetting and the Green Paper perhaps offers hope for the future, but the 
road to Hell is paved with good intentions…

Copies of the Green Paper, the Wildlife Trusts’ response and overview statement will be placed 
on the GNS web-site for all to read and refer to at  www.glosnats.org in the “News” section.

My thoughts….

[1] “a ready market to supply compensation” appears to suggest that there will be an opportunity for 
contractors to exploit this situation and become specialist suppliers of mitigation measures on behalf 
of the developers. This could be a good thing if those contractors are responsible, have the interests 
of the environment at heart and produce a suitable solution, but equally could be an issue if the 
mitigation measures are driven only by the least cost option.

[2] “Biodiversity units” are calculated by grading the habitat as Poor (1), Moderate (2) or Good (3) 
multiplied by the Distinctiveness, Low (2), Medium (4) or High (6,) to give a value per hectare; thus 
a moderate quality habitat of medium distinctiveness has a value of 8 biodiversity units per hectare. 
However, a bat habitat replaced with great crested newt habitat 50 miles away does not in my 
opinion redress any balance, even if it is larger or better.

[3] The application of the “metric” by “non-experts” sounds frightening. Does “non-expert” suggest 
that the naturalists and ecologists might not figure in the decision making process? There is already 
a belief that in some cases Environmental Impact Assessments which have to be carried out by 
developers are at best suspect if not actually fraudulent and how does a non-expert properly assess 
the quality of a habitat if he is not sufficiently expert to recognise what he is assessing?

Andrew Bluett

January 2014
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Autumn 2013 saw a lot of concern 
nationally, stirred up by the press, about 
the false widow spider Steatoda nobilis. 
The term “A little learning is a dangerous 
thing” might apply here, as is often the case 
in a situation like this. The usual suspects 
did their bit to terrify the nation (“Millions 
of KILLER spiders on loose across UK” 
Daily Star, 8th October, among others). 
Steatoda nobilis arrived in this country in 
the 19th century but has recently spread 
and is recorded from Gloucestershire. This 
concern resulted in the Gloucestershire 
Wildlife Trust receiving a lot of phone calls 
about the spider from worried members 
of the public which were passed on to the 
GNS county spider recorder, David Haigh. He writes elsewhere in this magazine of this species 
and this episode. Following the closure of a Forest of Dean school due to “an infestation of 
False Widow spiders” David appeared on the area TV news to calm down the hysteria and I 
quote from the Newsletter of the British Arachnological Society: “Fortunately, the BBC evening 
news reporting on the school closure included an interview with local spider ‘expert’ (and B.A.S 
member) David Haigh who gave a very sensible and accurate response to this entire media 
hype.” (See http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-24640423).

All this was going on during the celebration 
of David’s Golden Wedding Anniversary. 
The Wildlife Trust staff (always ready to 
stop for tea and cake!) invited David and his 
wife Pat along to the Trust headquarters in 
December to say thank you for all that he 
had done during this national crisis! Roger 
Mortlock, Chief Executive, thanked David 
for fielding all the queries and responding to 
the worried public and presented Pat with a 
golden spider brooch. David then replied and 
spoke about the False Widow Spider to the 
assembled audience with his usual interest 
and enthusiasm. The GNS was represented 
by Mike Smart, David Scott-Langley and 
David and Pat Long.

David Scott-Langley

Araneus anniversarius aureus © David Scott-Langley

False Widows and Wedding Anniversaries

Pat and David Haigh with Roger Mortlock 
© David Scott-Langley
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This note presents an account of birds (mainly water birds, but other birds too) recorded in 
autumn and early winter 2013 in the Severn Hams, the riverside wetlands extending from 
Grimley just north of Worcester down to the estuary. The sites are many and various, including 
riverside meadows liable to flooding, natural pools and artificially created ponds (such as gravel 
or clay diggings, some long abandoned, others still in active operation). The observations, made 
by a host of observers and websites to whom the author offers his warm thanks, illustrate the 
rapid changes brought about by flood episodes (and the exchanges between the estuary and 
floodplain) and between individual floodplain sites. This is a summary of a much more detailed 
report, which is published on the GNS website.

General comments

There were two peaks in surface-feeding duck numbers in the Coombe Hill / Ashleworth area, 
coinciding with the two flood episodes: the first from late October to mid November, and 
the second in the last ten days of December. Simply listing monthly maxima would give a false 
impression; in fact water birds moved in and out of the area in line with flood conditions. 

Most natural wetland sites remained very dry until the end of October, but flooding of the 
riverside meadows by local streams from the end of October until about 20 November as usual, 
attracted surface-feeding ducks to the Coombe Hill/Ashleworth complex. Up to 5,000 were 
recorded in all, comprising mainly wigeon Anas penelope and teal A. crecca, though not the large 
concentrations of pintail A. acuta sometimes found at this time of year. Many of these ducks 
appear to have moved to the estuary as floods dropped in the last ten days of November, when 
the remaining water was briefly iced over. 

The earlier flood attracted other species to Gloucestershire: the odd diving duck (including a 
goldeneye Bucephala clangula), a few grebes and even a great black-backed gull Larus marinus; 
diving ducks (notably goldeneye and goosander Mergus merganser) were as always more often 
recorded in Worcestershire. Some waders also occurred, with up to 750 lapwings Vanellus 
vanellus around Coombe Hill, the occasional golden plover Pluvialis apricaria and some dunlin 
Calidris alpina and black-tailed godwit Limosa limosa, in addition to the usual snipe Gallinago 
gallinago and jack snipe Lymnocryptes minimus, and with the odd green sandpiper Tringa ochropus 
where there was flowing water.

Some small parties of Bewick’s swans Cygnus columbianus, arriving from the northeast, dropped 
in on floodwater in late October and early November before continuing towards Slimbridge. 
No Whooper swans Cygnus cygnus were recorded in Gloucestershire in October or November 
– as has often happened in recent dry autumns; but two were noted briefly at Grimley on 
11/12 October. The customary large flocks of up to a thousand greylag Anser anser and Canada 
geese Branta canadensis, with their various hybrids, remained in the Coombe Hill area while 
the floods lasted though most moved on to the Tewkesbury area when floodwater receded. An 
unusual hybrid, probably Pochard x Scaup Aythya farina x A. marila, appeared on floodwater at 
Ashleworth on 3 November.

Flooding occurred again throughout the Severn Hams from about 20 December, and the 
surface-feeding ducks reappeared in numbers almost immediately. A family party of three 
Whooper swans was at Walmore for a few days in mid-December. Golden plover were much 

Birds in the Severn Hams 
October to December 2013
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more numerous along the Worcestershire Avon. But this flood was deeper, and in the week 
after Christmas the extensive flooding made it difficult to survey the main areas. As in previous 
years, ducks and geese appeared to shun the deep flooding and move to places like Longdon 
Marsh or Ripple Lake where floodwater was shallower. They were joined by two juvenile white-
fronted geese Anser albifrons at Ripple Lake in the last week of December. 

Rarities included two ruddy shelducks Tadorna ferruginea at Coombe Hill on 15 November. Two 
glossy ibises Plegadis falcinellus roosted at Slimbridge on 5 November (though their regular 
feeding area was not identified); one or two, seen at a variety of sites along the Severn and 
Avon, were no doubt the same individuals. An adult red-throated diver Gavia stellata at Ripple in 
mid-October was a surprise, as was a gannet Morus bassanus at Grimley. Records of a firecrest 
Regulus ignicapillus near Grimley in mid-October, a marsh harrier Circus aeruginosus along the 
Worcestershire Avon and two Worcestershire records of common scoter Melanitta nigra all 
no doubt related to passing migrants. A grey plover Pluvialis squatarola appeared over floods at 
Lower Moor in the last week of the year. Some rarer gulls (Iceland Larus glaucoides, Caspian L. 
cachinnans and yellow-legged L. michahellis) were noted in November and December in loafing 
flocks around the Throckmorton Landfill site. Ringing operations at Grimley revealed regular 
winter presence of Siberian chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita tristis and mealy redpoll Carduelis 
flammea. Rock pipits Anthus petrosus were noted on several occasions at Grimley and Ripple 
(once a bird of the Scandinavian subspecies), though none were found in Gloucestershire.

Mike Smart

Having discussed all aspects of the Cinderford Northern Quarter (CNQ) Development and the 
Cinderford Regeneration Environmental Forum at the Executive Committee Meeting on 27th 
November 2013, the Executive Committee of the Gloucestershire Naturalists’ Society (GNS) 
has concluded that the Society’s standpoint and course of action should be as follows:-

The Society does not in any way support or condone the CNQ development as proposed and 
very much regrets the effect that the development is likely to have on the wildlife and habitats 
across and in the immediate vicinity of the development area.

The Society believes that whilst the investment and potential improvement for the economy 
and employment prospects is warranted and welcome in the Forest of Dean, especially in the 
current economic climate, the development as proposed is in the wrong location and would be 
far better sited elsewhere for a variety of reasons, not least the conservation of the species and 
habitats in the area.

The Society believes that if protest against the Area Action Plan fails, and no engagement in 

Position Statement regarding Cinderford 
Northern Quarter Development
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the mitigation process takes place, any future planning applications within the Area Action Plan 
framework are likely to be approved with little or no change.

The Society believes the best means for influencing planning and development decisions will 
be via the Cinderford Regeneration Environmental Forum. For that reason, the Society will 
participate in the Forum and promote the interests of wildlife within that arena as best it can, 
alongside the representatives of Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust (GWT) and other organisations.

The Society notes the six identified “Purposes” within the remit of the Forum and will endeavour 
to ensure that these are properly applied in the interests of wildlife. (N.B. a copy of the “Role & 
Remit” draft is attached below for information).

The Society believes that the presence of Colin Studholme of GWT as vice-chair of the Forum 
and of Roger Mortlock of GWT on the Regeneration Board offers the opportunity to ensure 
that the interests of wildlife and habitats are properly represented and considered and that the 
deliberations of both groups, where relevant to wildlife, will be recorded and reported.

Andrew Bluett will represent GNS on the Environmental Forum and will take notes and report 
back to the GNS Executive Committee on the proceedings.

The Society intends to organise and carry out a series of field meetings and visits to the CNQ 
site and surrounding area with the intention of monitoring the situation and carrying out of 
further recording of wildlife before works commence, during and after the works are complete.

The Society, through the Environmental Forum, will attempt to ensure that any mitigation 
measures considered or proposed are the best that can be achieved in the interests of species 
and habitats, and will endeavour to monitor the results of the mitigation measures in progress 
and after completion.

The Society is aware of the belief that the Forum and its output could be misused to represent 
the interests of the Forest of Dean District Council, the Homes and Communities Agency and 
the Developers in a positive light and has discussed this with GWT.

GWT has made clear that if it believes this to be the case it will if necessary disengage from 
both the Forum and Regeneration Board; GNS similarly reserves the right to do so and to make 
public its reasons for doing so, both to the GNS membership and the wider public.

Whilst GNS as a body is not a campaigning organisation, its members, including those on the 
Executive Committee, are not in any way precluded or discouraged from legitimate protest 
against the CNQ Development through the planning process or by any other means they 
choose to exercise.

Finally, GNS will endeavour to widen the development debate if the opportunity arises in an 
effort to have Forest of Dean District Council more carefully consider species and habitats 
wherever developments are proposed within the constituency and to consult with wildlife 
interest groups both earlier and in more detail during the planning process in the hope that this 
situation will be less likely to arise in future.

Gloucestershire Naturalists’ Society

1st December 2013
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In September, panic reports appeared in several 
newspapers detailing attacks by ‘false widow’ 
spiders. The Daily Star published photographs of 
gruesome injuries thought to have been caused by 
bites from a ‘false widow’ spider Steatoda nobilis. This 
created much concern with the public who wanted 
reassurance that the spiders they come across are 
not ‘false widows’. These spiders achieved fame by 
being part of the BBC 6 O’clock and also responsible 
for closing a school, Dean Academy in Lydney. The 
Wildlife Trust have been forwarding photographs 
from concerned individuals to me for the past 6 
weeks seeking an identification. Common species, 
for example Zygiella x notata, Amaurobius similis, 
Nuctenea umbratica have all been represented. 
However, ‘false widows’ have appeared from Elmbridge, Rodborough, Abbeymead and as far 
away as Southampton. This spider, Steatoda nobilis and another S. grossa are recorded in the 
county, preferring sheltered sites around houses. They are slow moving and non-aggressive and 
contact is usually accidental, but it is prudent to be aware of their presence. If there are small 
children present it would be sensible to clear these spiders from a house or outbuildings.

My first record this year was S. grossa from Martin Matthews in Tewkesbury followed by records 
from Peter Hugo for a garage at Thrupp. S. nobilis was first seen in Gloucestershire at Tewkesbury 
on 01 June 2007 followed by a record from Longney on 29 August 2008. I was emailed a superb 
image of S. nobilis in September this year from Elmbridge which had been taken using a Samsung 
Galaxy S4. Unfortunately, the collector dropped the spider which burst on contact with hard 
ground, but I was able to recover sufficient anatomy to identify it.

David Haigh
County Spider Recorder

‘False Widow’ Steatoda nobilis

Steatoda nobilis © Colin Twissell

Steatoda grossa © Colin Twissell
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Bob George, county flea recorder for the Gloucestershire 
Naturalists’ Society, has died at the age of 92. He was born 
in Gloucester and went to the Crypt School where he 
developed his interest in natural history. He kept livestock 
in aquaria, collected fossils, insects and birds’ eggs (an 
acceptable hobby in the 1930s) and pressed flowers. 
During his time at the Crypt School he recorded some 
500 species of wild flower, the data from which was used 
by the authors of the Flora of Gloucestershire. 
In 1941 Bob joined the RAF and was sent to the USA to 
train as a pilot before returning to the UK and joining 616 
Squadron to fly Spitfires. He saw action over northern 
France and was heavily involved in the air defence of the 
Normandy landings. Later in 1944 he and the rest of his 
squadron converted to the Gloster Meteor jets, the only 
Allied squadron of jets during World War II. Once the war 
ended he became an instructor on Meteors before leaving 
the RAF in 1946.
Bob decided to take up teaching and became Biology 
Master at his old Gloucester school, the Crypt School. 

Here he enthused his pupils and took them on field trips to places such as Coombe Canal. During 
this time he wrote various papers for the Cotteswold Naturalists’ Field Club, Entomologist’s 
Monthly Magazine, Entomologist’s Gazette and various fore-runners of the GNS. These were 
on various subjects ranging from entomophagous fungi through parasitic wasps to spiders, 
beetles and fleas. This latter subject became his life’s work when he realised that “there was 
little competition”! However it did not stop him from building up useful lists for a wide range of 
species in the county and he deposited his record cards with the Gloucester City Museum when 
he left the county to take up a post at a college near Cambridge. He subsequently retired and 
moved to Bournemouth in 1982. His flea studies continued unabated, receiving some 200,000 
specimens from around the country, developing an in-depth knowledge of their distribution and 
those which were increasing or decreasing their range. This culminated in the publication of his 
Atlas of the Fleas of Britain and Ireland, published in 2008 by the Biological Records Centre. I 
received a hand-written letter from him some years ago asking me to publicise his need for flea 
specimens through the GNS. This is how he became the county flea recorder. I sent him various 
specimens collected from surveys in Gloucestershire as well as from Shetland, in the latter case 
as a result of using his Atlas as part of my research.
Amongst many achievements he was a founding member of the Gloucestershire Trust for 
Nature Conservation (now the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust) and the first Chairman of its 
Council. He also set up Marris House Nets, a company selling different types of nets and traps 
for entomologists. Bob George was an enthusiastic naturalist, a national authority on his subject, 
who encouraged young naturalists whenever the occasion arose and he will be missed by many, 
amateur and professional alike.

David Scott-Langley

© Bournemouth Echo

R.S. (Bob) George, FLS. 1921-2013
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE NATURALISTS’ SOCIETY

Registered charity No. 252710

WILDLIFE RECORDING INFORMATION SHEET
The Society’s official recording area is the whole of the vice-counties 33 (East Gloucestershire) 
and 34 (West Gloucestershire). However, for practical purposes, certain recorders only cover 
the administrative county of Gloucestershire, comprising the districts of Cotswold, Stroud, 
Forest of Dean, Cheltenham, Gloucester and Tewkesbury, since the Bristol Naturalists’ Society 
covers the Unitary Authority of South Gloucestershire and the City of Bristol (further details 
available from the individual recorders as listed below). 

The Society welcomes observations and records from members and others, and these should 
be sent to the Recorders as detailed below.  Records may be submitted in any form (so long as 
they are legible and intelligible); some Recorders prefer them on A6 cards (one per species), 
or, for certain groups, on the appropriate recording form (available from the Recorders - see 
below), though a simple list (preferably in systematic order) is acceptable for groups such as 
moths. 

Ideally the following information should be supplied:

*  Species name.

*  Where seen (name of location, preferably using names on the 1:50000/1:25000 Ordnance 
Survey maps; if in doubt include a sketch map of the site) plus six figure map reference.  It 
is helpful to Recorders if the tetrad number is also given.  For sightings in the Cotswold 
Water Park observers are asked to quote the official County Council pit numbers whenever 
possible.

*  Date.

*  Observer’s name and address.

Also useful:

*  Number or abundance.

*  Habitat.

*  Where appropriate a description of the species or a note of how identification was made 
including details of any guidebook used.

*   Any other relevant information.

These details should be sent to the appropriate Recorder from the list below.  The precise 
location of rare species will be kept confidential in the interests of conservation - records should 
be clearly labelled CONFIDENTIAL if they are to be so treated.  Straightforward records are 
too numerous to be acknowledged individually by the Recorders, but when a reply is required 
please enclose a stamped addressed envelope if the recorder asks for a voucher specimen.

It is also possible to record your sightings online – see details below.

The most interesting records are published in the Society’s “GNS News”, but all records 
(common species or not) are valuable in building up a picture of the present status and 
distribution of species in our county, for compiling annual reports and for updating our records 
and those at the Gloucestershire Centre for Environmental Records and the national Biological 
Records Centre, CEH, Wallingford.  



21 GNS NEWS MARCH 2014

Under the Data Protection Act the GNS advises members and other observers that their 
personal details (name, address, telephone number, email address) will be stored, either on 
paper or electronically, as part of the Society’s recording system. These details will not be passed 
on, or sold, to third parties with the exception of the Gloucestershire Centre for Environmental 
Records, subject to the Memorandum of Understanding between the two organisations. Should 
the observer wish that certain parts of a record remain confidential (e.g. for reasons such as 
sensitive species, sensitive site, restriction of access to land, anonymity), they should contact the 
relevant Recorder and discuss the matter, stating their reasons.

COUNTY RECORDERS’ CONTACT DETAILS

Details of checklists and other GNS-published articles are available on the website and in The 
Gloucestershire Naturalist.

BIRDS: Richard Baatsen (01452 740161); email: baatsen@surfbirder.com.  For those 
observers who are reporting a county rarity or BBRC species, the appropriate forms can be 
obtained from the Recorder; a guidance document listing all the species that require detailed 
descriptions is also available (please send sae); submission of records by email preferred (see also 
Gloucestershire Bird Report 2005 pp 18-20). The GNS website has a recording form showing all 
required information that can be printed off. 

British Trust for Ornithology Representative: Gordon Kirk (01452 741724);  
email: GordonKirk@aol.com
Gloucestershire Bird Report (annual report on the county’s avifauna) published by Gloucestershire 
Ornithological Coordinating Committee (GOCC).

MAMMALS: John Field, c/o The Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, Conservation Centre, 
Robinswood Hill Country Park, Reservoir Road, Gloucester GL4 6SX (01452 383333); 
email: john.field@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk 
Gloucestershire Bat Group Recorder: David Wells email: dave-wells@mypostoffice.co.uk 

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS: David Dewsbury (01594 832068); 
email:  david.dewsbury@btinternet.com 

FISH: Pete Bradshaw, c/o The Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, Church House, Standish, 
Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL10 3EU; 
email: peter.bradshaw@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk 

CRAYFISH: John Field, c/o The Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, Conservation Centre, 
Robinswood Hill Country Park, Reservoir Road, Gloucester GL4 6SX (01452 383333); 
email: john.field@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk 

INVERTEBRATES: 
Gloucestershire Invertebrate Group (GIG):  Andrew Leach, c/o The Gloucestershire Wildlife 
Trust, Conservation Centre, Robinswood Hill Country Park, Reservoir Road, Gloucester GL4 
6SX. (01452 383333); email: Andrew.leach@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk
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BUTTERFLIES: Chris Wiltshire (01453 545509); email: chriswiltshire164@o2.co.uk 
Butterfly Conservation Gloucestershire Branch: www.gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk 
MOTHS: 
VC33 East Gloucestershire: Robert Homan (01242 235408); 
email: theapiary@hotmail.com

VC34 West Gloucestershire (west of the Severn): Michael Bradley (01531 822315); 
email:  michaelw1184w@hotmail.co.uk

VC34 West Gloucestershire (east of the Severn): Neale Jordan-Mellersh (0117 9854730); 
email: sneale48@hotmail.co.uk

Online distribution maps and additional information for Gloucestershire moths can be 
found at http://www.gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk/Guys_maps/mothmap.html

DRAGONFLIES: Ingrid Twissell (01452 714413); 
email: canditwissell@btinternet.com 

HOVERFLIES & LADYBIRDS: David Iliff (01242 674398); 
email: davidiliff@talk21.com
 
ANTS, BEES & WASPS: Tony Taylor (01452 728734); 
email: taylor.ant@cotswoldwireless.co.uk 

SPIDERS: David Haigh (01242 513544); 
email: djrhaigh@hotmail.co.uk    

BEETLES (other than Ladybirds), BARKFLIES, WOODLICE, CENTIPEDES, 
MILLIPEDES, HARVESTMEN, FALSE SCORPIONS, LACEWINGS, 
SPRINGTAILS & FRESHWATER INVERTEBRATES: David Scott-Langley    
email: dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk. 

GRASSHOPPERS, BUSH-CRICKETS, EARWIGS, & COCKROACHES, BUGS 
(HEMIPTERA): John Widgery (01242 673873); email: johnwidgery@waitrose.com   

LAND & FRESHWATER MOLLUSCS: David Long (01242 527673); 
email: david@long55.wanadoo.co.uk 

ECTOPARASITES (Lice, louse-flies): Robin Sellers (01946 725453); 
email: sellers@craghouse7.freeserve.co.uk 

FRESHWATER TRICLADS: Larry Bellamy (01594 516420); 
email: lar.amy@btinternet.com 
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FLOWERING PLANTS, FERNS & STONEWORTS: 
Mark and Clare Kitchen (01453 810958); email: markarkitchen@yahoo.com 

MOSSES AND LIVERWORTS: Peter Martin (01666 503791); 
email: petergmartin@btinternet.com
FUNGI:  Cotswold Fungus Group & VC33 County recorder: Sheila Spence 
email: recorder@cotswoldfungusgroup.com.
Dean Fungus Group & VC34 recorders: Keith & Valerie Davies (01452 760278); 
email: keith.val@hotmail.com

LICHENS: Juliet Bailey  email: glos.lichens@gmail.com

PLANT GALLS:  Robert Homan (01242 235408) email: theapiary@hotmail.com

ONLINE RECORDING at www.universalquestions.com/nature
There is now an online county wildlife recording system at Richard Beal’s website covering 
Birds, Butterflies, Dragonflies & Damselflies, Mammals and Orchids. It is a straightforward, 
but nevertheless sophisticated way, of getting your sightings from your desktop to the county 
recorders and by using the system you can make a valuable contribution to the GNS ongoing 
recording effort. After a simple registration procedure you can start recording straightaway and 
you can return to the web site at any time by simply logging in.

NEW RECORDERS
The Society is always looking for new Recorders to fill vacant positions (particularly DIPTERA 
and FRESHWATER FAUNA) or to cover groups not listed above (no matter how obscure!).  
Anyone willing to undertake these tasks or to organise (or help organise) surveys in the 
county is invited to contact David Scott-Langley (Chairman, GNS Scientific & Publications Sub-
committee), 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 1XN; Tel 01285 659631; 
email: dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk

OTHER USEFUL CONTACTS AND ADDRESSES

GNS Web site: 
www.glosnats.org for sightings, recorders, events, archives and species information.

GNS Webmaster: 
Richard Beal; email: richard.beal@richardbeal.com

GNS Library:  
our library is housed in the Learning Resources Centre at Hartpury College. For opening hours 
see www.hartpury.ac.uk/Hartpury-College/Hartpury-Facilities/Learning-Resources-Centre or 
phone 01452 702160 before visiting. Membership card is required to borrow books, available 
from the GNS Membership Secretary.
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GNS Chairman: 
Mike Smart, 143 Cheltenham Road, Gloucester GL2 0JH   (01452 421131); 
email: smartmike@btinternet.com

GNS Membership Secretary:
Andrew Bluett, 50 Kingsmead, Abbeydale, Gloucester, GL4 5DY (01452 610085); 
email: gnsmembership@btinternet.com. See also Membership page on GNS Website.

GNS Secretary: 
Lynne Garner (01452 614354); email: lynne@moorend1989.plus.com.

GNS Cirencester Branch Chairman: 
David Scott-Langley, 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Glos GL7 1XN (01285 659631); 
email: dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk.

Editor of the GNS News:
(records and general matters; appears quarterly): Kate Kibble; email: kkibble@sky.com

Editor of The Gloucestershire Naturalist: 
David Scott-Langley, 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 1XN (01285 
659631); email dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk. Articles and reports for TGN should be sent to 
the Editor by February 28th of the year of publication. Notes for contributors and page layout 
are available from the same source.

Natural England (Southwest Region):
Natural England, First Floor, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Bristol, BS1 6EB 
Tel: 0300 060 2065

Gloucestershire Centre for Environmental Records: 
Conservation Centre, Robinswood Hill Country Park, Reservoir Road, GLOUCESTER GL4 6SX 
(01453 389950); email: gcer@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk. Development Manager: Linda 
Moore (01172 309119) email: linda.moore@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust: 
Conservation Centre, Robinswood Hill Country Park, Reservoir Road, Gloucester GL4 6SX 
(01452 383333). Web site: www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk 

Gloucestershire Orchard Trust: 
Ann Smith (secretary/coordinator) 01452 855677  
www.gloucestershireorchardtrust.org.uk;   email: info@gloucestershireorchardtrust.org.uk

Issued by the Scientific & Publications Sub-committee of the Gloucestershire Naturalists’ Society, January 2014.
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Field Meetings

Sunday 30 March 2014, 11am-1pm. Beware that the clocks change today! General 
interest meeting at Forthampton Oaks, Forthampton Brick Pits and along the river.  Meet at 
the Lower Lode Inn car park, SO878317. Leader: Mike Smart, 01452 421131.

Saturday 19 April 2014, 11am-1pm. General Interest - Forest of Dean clear fells 
–  Crabtree. Meet at car park by Kensley Lodge, SO628125 (first pull-in west of Foxes Bridge). 
Leader: Andrew Bluett, 01452 610085, 07584 689090.

Sunday 18 May 2014, 10.30am-1pm. Pope’s Hill meadows. Meet on roadside grass 
at SO687144 then walk down road to Joey’s Pitch Cottage. The leaders are founder members 
of the Dean Meadows Group, and this is an opportunity to see their fields in flower. A joint 
meeting with the Gloucestershire Invertebrate Group. Meeting will probably continue after 
lunch. Leaders: Chris and Derek Foster, 01452 760296.

Friday 6 June 2014, 9-11pm. Nightjars in the Forest of Dean. An evening meeting. 
Meet in front of Steam Mills Primary School, SO646159. We will then move on to site Leader: 
Andrew Bluett, 01452 610085, 07584 689090.

Saturday 7 June 2014, 10.30am. Butterflies, Amphibians and Reptiles. Meet New 
Fancy View car park (SO627095). Move on mid morning to Moseley Green and Brandrick’s 
Green for Small Pearl Bordered Fritillaries, and maybe Adders. Pub lunch and continue 
afternoon. Leader: David Dewsbury, 01594 832068.

Saturday 21 June 2014, 2.30pm, Celebratory Field Meeting - Cirencester Branch is 
50. Meet at Old Nursery Site, City Bank, Cirencester (SP030012 or GL7 1LG). All welcome, 
not just Cirencester members.  Leader: David Scott-Langley, 01285 659631. 

Annual General Meeting 2014

Friday 21 March 2014 Annual General Meeting. 7.30pm Watermoor Church 
Hall, Cirencester. To be followed by a panel discussion on how naturalists can improve the 
planning system within Gloucestershire

Other meetings:

Amphibians and Reptiles
Events and surveys across the county. Contact David Dewsbury for details.  
Phone 01594 832068, mobile 07786 543961, email david.dewsbury@btinternet.com

Diary
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Cinderford Northern Quarter 
There will be a campaign of field meetings to study the fauna and flora of the Cinderford 
Northern Quarter area that is scheduled for development.  Unlike the usual relaxed general 
interest GNS walks these will be highly focused on recording. For further details, speak to 
Andrew Bluett on 01452 610085, 07584 689090, or email gnsmembership@btinternet.com

Dean Fungus Group
The Dean Fungus Group runs forays throughout the year. Contact Keith or Valerie Davies for 
information on 01452 760278 or email keith.val@hotmail.com. 

Gloucestershire Invertebrate Group
The GIG has field meetings mainly at weekends from April to October.  
GNS members are welcome to come along and see what they do.  
Contact David Long (01242 527673) for further advice.

Gloucestershire Plant Group
Contact Mark and Clare Kitchen for information.  
Phone 01453 810958, email clareandmarkplants@yahoo.co.uk

GNS Lichen Group
The Lichen Group meets once a month during the summer months. New people, including 
beginners, always welcome. To join the mailing list, email Juliet Bailey, glos.lichens@gmail.com

Cirencester Indoor Meetings 

Events held at Watermoor Church Hall. Watermoor Road, Cirencester 7.30pm unless 
otherwise stated.

14 March 2014 Annual Business Meeting - Social evening - 
Projected image competition, photographic print competition and Art competition

11 April 2014 Dr Timothy Sellars - Camouflage and mimicry

21 June 2014 50th anniversary celebrations. Beginning 2.30pm until 9pm
Field meeting at Old Nursery Site, City Bank, Cirencester (SP030012 or GL7 1LG) followed 
by buffet and talk by Michael Leach at Watermoor Church Hall. 

£10 ticket entry. 

Full details on the event are given on page 9 of this issue.
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President: Mrs Anna Jones

Chairman:
Mike Smart, 143 Cheltenham Road, Gloucester GL2 0JH
tel: 01452 421131 email: smartmike@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman:
David Scott-Langley, 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Glos. GL7 1XN
tel: 01285 659631 email: dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk

Secretary:
Lynne Garner, Moorend Cottage, Watery Lane,
Upton St Leonards, Glos. GL4 8DE
tel: 01452 614354 email: lynne@moorend1989.plus.com

Treasurer:
Andy Oliver, email: gnstreasurer@btinternet.com

Membership Secretary:
Andrew Bluett, 50 Kingsmead, Abbeymead, Gloucester GL4 5DY
tel: 01452 610085 email: gnsmembership@btinternet.com

Cirencester Branch Chairman:
David Scott-Langley, 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Glos. GL7 1XN
tel: 01285 659631 email: dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk

GNS News Editor:
Kate Kibble, email: kkibble@sky.com

The Gloucestershire Naturalist Editor David Scott-Langley,
19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 1XN
tel: 01285 659631 email dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk

GNS Website: 
www.glosnats.org

GNS Library: The library is housed in the Learning Resources Centre at Hartpury College.
For opening hours see
www.hartpury.ac.uk/Hartpury-College/Hartpury-Facilities/Learning-Resources-Centre/
or phone 01452 702160.

Society Officers & Contacts
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Ash tree at Kites Hill © Juliet Bailey


