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Letter from the Chair, November 2012
Dear Fellow Members
GNS was established in 1948, as a Society to encourage an interest in natural history; in the last ten 
years, the emphasis has been on recording of natural history in Gloucestershire, and in encouraging 
greater interest and expertise in recording, particularly among young people.  Our Society has never 
aimed to own or manage nature reserves, which is why many GNS members were involved in the 
establishment of the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust (GWT) in 1961, and have supported GWT over 
the last 50 years.

For over 30 years, Dr Gordon McGlone has been the Chief Executive Officer of GWT, and has led 
it from being a small local initiative, to its present status as a body with 27,000 members, a highly 
qualified staff of 40, an annual budget of two million pounds, a portfolio of over 60 reserves, and 
the major voice in the county for nature conservation. He was awarded a well-merited OBE for his 
services to conservation. As Chairman of GNS, I have always felt that it is essential for GNS to be in 
close contact with GWT, which is why I have been a member of the Board of Trustees of GWT for 
the last ten years. From this privileged position, I have been able to see at close quarters Gordon’s 
immense achievements: among them (though there are many others!) I would highlight: 

• greatly improved management of GWT reserves in the county through recruitment of 
committed and highly effective staff;

• promotion of conservation through the wider countryside, through development of “Living 
Landscape” projects in the Severn Vale, Forest of Dean, and Cotswold Rivers (with more in the 
pipeline); 

• continuous increase in numbers of members, and hence a greater awareness of environmental 
issues among the public;

• a concern not only for nature reserves, but for people’s involvement with wildlife; 

• much greater influence among public bodies in the county, through advocacy of environmental 
issues with local MPs, County and District Councils, and local business leaders; thus Gordon has 
been the first leader of the county’s new Local Nature Partnership;

• a constant concern for the effect of climate change on the county’s flora and fauna, and a concern 
to look forward to GWT’s tasks in the next 50 years;

• specifically in the last few months, active and balanced involvement in the issue of the proposed 
badger cull, and a decision to test badger vaccines on GWT reserves; moreover, Gordon has 
often been the spokesman on badgers for The Wildlife Trusts at national and European levels;

• at national level too, Gordon has been one of the leading lights in developing a national strategy 
among the other 46 county Wildlife Trusts.

Gordon has recently announced that he is standing down as CEO of the Gloucestershire Wildlife 
Trust, though - happily - he will continue in a personal capacity to be involved in local and national 
conservation issues. At the Annual General Meeting of the GWT in mid-November, the Chief 
Executive of The Wildlife Trusts, Stephanie Hilborne, and Professor Adrian Phillips (former Director 
of the Countryside Commission) paid moving tributes to Gordon and his work.

I am sure that members of the Gloucestershire Naturalists’ Society would wish to join me in paying 
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tribute to Gordon, and wishing him well in his future activities. GNS has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding with GWT, pledging our cooperation in providing data on the county’s wildlife.  
Those of us who attended the GWT 50th anniversary event at Stanway House in 2011 will recall 
that Gordon explicitly singled out GNS in his review of bodies that had cooperated with GWT in 
the previous half century.  I am sure members will wish GNS to continue along these lines, and to 
work with the new CEO (and also with the new Chairman of the GWT Board of Trustees) when 
they take up their positions.  I shall make it a priority to contact them both on your behalf at the first 
opportunity.

With best wishes, Mike Smart, Hon Chairman                    

P.S.  I haven’t written the usual piece on the weather in the last three months, as it’s been so complicated, that it 
needs a bit more reflection and data collection.  An account of the Gloucestershire monsoon in the second half 
of 2012 will therefore appear in the first GNS News of 2013.  Let’s hope 2013 will be a bit drier! 

Tributes
Several County recorders and members of the Executive Committee have stood down in the 
last couple of months, and I would like to pay tribute to their work over many years.

Mrs Mary Palfrey has for a long time been an active member of the Executive Committee.  
Her intimate knowledge of the botany of the county has been of great value to the Society; and 
not only to the Society, but to the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG), for whom 
she has provided botanical expertise over the years. FWAG have also recently recognised her 
work with a special award. Just to illustrate that committee members deal not only with their 
own speciality, she has also handled the distribution of GNS News, and been a member of 
the Library Committee. Many thanks, Mary, and all good wishes from GNS and its members.

Two very long-standing recorders have also announced their intention of stepping back:  
Roger Gaunt has for many years been actively involved in recording moths in the Forest of 
Dean, and in coordinating recording of moths throughout the county. Similarly, Colin Twissell 
has been county recorder for amphibians for as long as I can remember, as well as being 
a member of the Executive Committee, and genial photographer at Field Meetings. Both 
of them have arranged for successors to carry on their work, and I am sure that both will 
continue their recording activities in the future, unencumbered by the task of centralising 
records from others. Thanks to both of them, on behalf of GNS, and of the recording 
community in the county; their work has made an immense contribution to conservation of 
nature in Gloucestershire.

One sad piece of news since the last GNS News: the death, at the age of 87, of John Miller, 
who was Chairman of the Society from 1991 to 1995.  He had a distinguished career in 
local government and was a formerly Chief Executive of County Council.  He continued to 
organise joint GWT/GNS meetings in Cheltenham until very recently, and continued to take 
part in field surveys (notably the BTO Breeding Bird Survey) until only a few years ago.  

Mike Smart

Wild boar in the Forest of Dean
The Forest of Dean is an environment made up of a variety of habitats ranging from bogs, 
pools and colliery pond wetlands to farmland, heathland and of course, that which can truly be 
described as forest: the mosaic of woodland plots of different types. The wooded areas consist of 
planted and managed conifers, mixed woodland and native hardwoods, some formerly coppice. 
Some areas are more “wild” than others, and with a few notable exceptions, relatively few of the 
trees are more than about 200 years old. Apart from the botanical treasures, the forest has been 
home to a wide variety of wildlife and domesticated animals for many hundreds of years. Over 
time we have gained a few species: grey squirrel Sciurus carolinensis, pheasant Phasianus colchicus 
and more recently goshawk Accipiter gentilis, the products of both escapes and introductions. 
Similarly, we have lost species: bear and wolf, and most recently red-backed shrike Lanius collurio 
and woodlark Lullula arborea.
The wild boar Sus scrofa was formerly native in Great Britain, isolated here when the land bridge 
to Europe was severed, and then hunted to extinction several hundred years ago, most likely in the 
14th century. It therefore counts firstly as a loss in the balance. However, boar have returned to 
the Dean so they equally qualify as a re-gained species. There is uncertainty regarding the return; 
it is thought that some escaped or were released from a farm near Ross on Wye in 1999 and that 
in Autumn 2004 a group of about sixty farm-raised boar were “dumped” near Staunton. Since wild 
boar kept in captivity are classed under the 1976 legislation as “Dangerous Wild Animals” rather 
than domestic/farm animals they are not required to be tagged or registered, so are untraceable. 
It has been suggested that the animals now in the Dean are not truly “wild” boar but may have an 
element of cross breeding in them, perhaps with Iron Age Pigs or Tamworth Reds to reduce their 
natural wildness and tendency to aggression, but without DNA testing nothing is certain.
So, assuming that they are wild, or as near as makes no difference having gone beyond feral, 
what do we know about them? A herd of boar is collectively known as a “sounder”; they are 
capable of living in excess of 18 years and can weigh 200kg or more. The young boarlets are light 
ginger and striped like old fashioned humbugs, gradually darkening with age. Adults range through 
differing shades of darker brown to near black. Their diet is mainly herbivorous but can include 
small mammals, birds, reptiles, bugs, grubs and beetles. One account states that “boar are mainly 
nocturnal and it is rare to see them in full daylight”. Clearly, the Forest of Dean boar have not read 
this particular account, whilst they are somewhat crepuscular, they are regularly and relatively easily 
seen at any hour between dawn and 
dusk and in any weather conditions. 
Older, larger “alpha” males tend 
to live a solitary existence though 
they are sometimes accompanied 
by other males; tribal groups of a 
variety of ages and both sexes can 
be found, usually led by a dominant 
female without dependent young. 
Family groups consisting of a lactating 
female, her young (up to 10 or more) 
and one or two additional females 
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are encountered during the breeding season which is generally February to May but can extend well 
outside this period in good conditions. 
Boar do not appear to be territorial, rather they use a home range within which they wander and 
have all the necessary facilities, food, shelter, wallows, water etc. The range can shift if necessary 
when influenced by the seasons, food supply (or the lack of it), disturbance etc.  

As the numbers of animals have increased, boar x human encounters have increased; numerous 
photographs in local newspapers resulted from these encounters in the early days but have become 
less common as the novelty has worn off. Some encounters have been quite threatening, especially 
to those walking dogs and riding horses or mountain bikes but as the boar have become used 
to humans being curious and benign rather than threatening, they have in many cases been less 
disturbed than the sheep with which they share the landscape. I have personally witnessed boar 
with young meandering in and out of onlookers and their parked cars at distances of less than 2 
metres and photographers being able to operate within 1 metre of both adults and young. Never the 
less, lactating, and therefore protective females are still considered to be the most dangerous when 
encountered. This familiarity has led to a number of boar being killed by poachers or having close 
shaves and impacts with traffic.

Needless to say, there is concern about the effect wild boar have on the environment to which they’ve 
been introduced. It was thought in the early days that they might devastate the vast beds of bluebells 
Hyacinthoides non-scripta in certain areas but it seems that they actually avoid bluebells, preferring the 
verdant verges (and sports grounds…!) where coincidentally, moles Talpa europaea forage for food. In 
these locations boar damage is both obvious and significant. It may be of course that the areas beneath 
the oaks and beeches where bluebells grow thickest have relatively little in the way of invertebrates 
and other food items, it may be that the bluebell bulbs are unpalatable if not toxic to boar. 

The negative effect of foraging boar on their human neighbours so far has been moderate disruption 
and less moderate annoyance to those whose gardens and lawns have been wrecked. In the longer 
term perhaps disease should be of more concern; it is only a few short years since the Foot and Mouth 
outbreak led to the forest sheep and many other farm animals being slaughtered and incinerated. The 
deer however were not pursued, partly through fear of a public outcry, partly because of the practical 
difficulties but also because their encounters with farm animals, other than the free roaming sheep, 
were limited and perhaps not a significant threat.

Photos ©Andrew Bluett

Wild boar however could be a very different prospect; they can carry Foot and Mouth Disease, 
Swine Fever and Bovine TB. If any of these diseases permeate the wild boar population and 
become endemic with the population acting as a reservoir, elimination would be extremely 
difficult without mass slaughter and badger Meles meles culling or inoculation would then be 
utterly pointless.

So far as the population goes, no one knows with any degree of certainty how many animals 
there are, nor where they are concentrated. Similarly, whilst they appear to be confined to the 
woodland cover at present, population expansion could see them moving onto the more open 
countryside around the periphery of the Dean and even into suburban areas. Berlin in particular 
suffers from this problem, and wild boar in towns would be significantly more of an issue than a 
few urban foxes Vulpes vulpes. Attempts to survey and quantify the population in the Dean have 
not been very successful - experimental use of thermal imaging cameras has produced poor 
results and the very mobility shown by the animals is a real barrier to accuracy. Estimates by a 
variety of experts vary widely.

There are plans afoot to begin to deal with quantifying the population, and then to put in place a 
management plan - or perhaps a containment plan would be a better phrase. Ian Standing of the 
Forest of Dean Verderers has been appointed to head a panel of five who will attempt to tackle 
this and to decide how many animals need to be culled in the forest in future. The culling regime 
that was in place has been suspended; the Forestry Commission’s last annual cull was of 150 
animals in a six month period. 

Mr Standing has said that the boar question is a delicate and complicated matter but that the 
Forestry Commission takes it very seriously; “It has been agreed that the population will be 
maintained at 400 and I will be the independent chairman of a small monitoring group”. The other 
four members of the panel are likely to be two Forestry Commission appointees and two pro-
boar representatives. One of the complicating factors is that whenever culling is considered (as in 
the case of grey squirrels and Hebridean hedgehogs Erinaceus europaeus), emotion plays a part.

I must admit to having mixed feelings. Whilst I have sympathy with those inconvenienced or 
threatened by the boar and their potential for problem making, I regret the lack of large mammals 
in Great Britain. I would like to be able to see the occasional beaver Castor fiber (coming soon…!), 
moose Alces alces, bear or lynx Lynx lynx. How attractive it would be to fence off Wester Ross and 
Sutherland and make it our equivalent of Yellowstone….no, that’s just a dream…! 

I would though encourage anyone to go and walk the Forest rides in the hope of seeing boar. They 
are remarkable animals, but if you do so, please exercise caution. They are “dangerous wild animals” 
and are capable of causing damage and injury. If you encounter wild boar whilst out in the Forest:

• Do not approach them too closely, observe from a safe distance and if necessary, retreat or 
give them a wide berth.

• If you have a dog off its lead, call the dog to heel and put the lead on it immediately. If your 
dog chases a boar, stay at a safe distance and continue to call the dog back - do not approach 
the boar or interfere. Better still leave dogs at home if you go out specifically to see boar.

• Do NOT feed the boar, this will encourage them to approach humans and may lead to 
dangerous encounters, it will also make boar more vulnerable to poachers, traffic and disease 
and is in no one’s interest.

Andrew Bluett



Partnership project culminates in rare moth 
reintroduction in the Cotswold Water Park
During September 2012 ecologists striving to secure the future of the nationally endangered 
barberry carpet moth Pareulype berberata, established a new population of this species near 
Ashton Keynes in the Cotswold Water Park (CWP).

The barberry carpet moth is so-named because it depends upon the scarce barberry bush 
Berberis vulgaris to thrive. Barberry is a hedgerow bush similar to hawthorn Crataegus monogyna 
or blackthorn Prunus spinosa, but with yellow flowers and yellowy-orange fruits. The adult moth 
lays eggs only on the barberry bush and without this species the moth cannot complete its life 
cycle.

Barberry is now a scarce hedgerow plant; during the nineteenth century it was found to be a 
host of wheat rust, a fungal disease of wheat. Consequently, it was uprooted across much of the 
UK and today barberry plants, and other species relying upon it, are now very rare. 

The barberry carpet moth is now restricted to less than a dozen colonies nationally and has 
been the focus of a species recovery programme by English Nature (now, Natural England) and 
Butterfly Conservation.

Mark Parsons, Head of Moth Conservation at Butterfly Conservation said “We are delighted to 
be working with organisations such as the Cotswold Water Park Trust and the various volunteers 
that monitor the various sites. Many of these colonies are small and isolated with little protection 
other than the goodwill and support of a variety of landowners. Raising awareness of this species 
and its requirements and working together is the only way to secure the long term future of this 
rare moth, a unique part of our natural heritage”

Some of the last remaining colonies of the barberry carpet moth may be found in the south-
western part of the CWP and in North Wiltshire’s Braydon Forest. Historically, much of this 
area, between Ashton Keynes, Minety and Malmesbury, was traditionally largely an area of 
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pasture rather than arable farming, and hence arable farmers 
in the past were less focused upon removing all barberry to 
safeguard their crops. Today, wheat rust is more effectively 
combated by highly effective fungicides than by eradicating 
barberry.

A number of barberry carpet moth colonies remain in this 
area, but in order to increase and strengthen the presence 
of this moth across this landscape, an additional colony has 
been created in Ashton Keynes. The confidential site was 
selected for the introduction of over 800 barberry carpet 
moth caterpillars because it supports a large number of 
mature barberry bushes.

The Cotswold Water Park Trust has been supporting the 
barberry carpet moth recovery programme since 2007; 
the conservation of local populations of this nationally 
endangered moth species was identified in the Cotswold 
Water Park Biodiversity Action Plan 2007-2016. The overall 

objective has been to restore this species at a landscape-scale, ensuring that remaining colonies 
are re-connected in the landscape by planting a new network of barberry. This will increase the 
health and strength of the remaining populations and support their growth.

Gareth Harris, Biodiversity Manager of the Cotswold Water Park Trust, says “Conservation 
of the barberry carpet moth should be fairly straightforward; it’s suffering from the lack of 
its larval foodplant. By restoring barberry to the landscape we can enhance existing barberry 
carpet moth populations and re-connect those that are distant. Creating a new colony in Ashton 
Keynes will further strengthen the series of colonies found across the landscape here” 

And not only the barberry carpet moth benefits; “Improved hedgerow management benefits 
a range of other species. Where new hedgerows have been planted, a high proportion of 
blackthorn has also been included in order to support the expansion of the brown hairstreak 
butterfly Thecla betulae in the area. Songbirds will also benefit from the new nesting sites and 
winter berries,” says Gareth.

“After many years of hard work by staff and volunteers at Natural England, Butterfly Conservation 
and Cotswold Water Park Trust the introduction, and hopefully establishment, of a new colony 
in Ashton Keynes will secure the presence of this species in the area for generations to come”, 
comments project volunteer John Grearson, from Ashton Keynes.

The Cotswold Water Park Trust, supported by funds from the Lower Mill Estate section 106 
fund (which is administered by Cotswold District Council) has undertaken a programme of re-
planting barberry at a number of sites across the CWP, focussing efforts on wetland reserves. 
The Trust avoided planting barberry near to any arable farmland to prevent any unease in the 
local farming community. 

Cotswold Water Park Trust and Butterfly Conservation thanks Lower Mill Estate and Cotswold 
District Council for financially supporting this work, and thanks all of the landowners and lake 
owners who have supported this project.  
From a Cotswold Water Park Trust Press Release 3 October 2012

Barberry Carpet Moth Caterpillar ©Mark Parsons

Barberry ©Gareth Harris
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In search of the large blue butterfly
The large blue butterfly Maculinea arion became extinct in Britain in the late 1970s.  It has a 
lifestyle which is far from simple.  This species has caterpillars which live inside red ant Myrmica 
spp nests and eat ant grubs.  The eggs of this butterfly are laid on thyme plants Thymus sp. where 
the caterpillars develop before being adopted by the ants.  For the thyme to survive it needs 
to avoid being overwhelmed by taller vegetation and thus there is a requirement for grazing 
animals such as rabbit or domestic livestock to keep the sward short.  Thus there are a number 
of factors which need to be right for the butterfly to breed successfully.  

A reintroduction programme was started in Somerset in 1992.  In the summer of 2009, I  heard 
that the large blue butterfly had been reintroduced to the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust reserve at 
Daneway Banks near Sapperton.   I decided to 
go and try to see them as I had never seen this 
species before.  My first visit was on 3rd July 
of that year.  The vegetation was somewhat 
higher than I expected but there were plenty 
of butterflies to be seen.  In fact, I logged 
15 species with a 16th being a white-letter 
hairstreak Satyrium w-album just over the road 
by the canal in Siccaridge Wood.  Unfortunately 
that total did not include the large blue.  I had 
searched the lower valley area first after I had 
passed through the gate from the lane, and 
then I moved up to the higher area where 
reports suggested that this species may be 
found.  Much walking back and forth along this 
area did not prove to be fruitful.  

My second visit that year was on 10th July but 
that again was unsuccessful.  The vegetation 
did seem very high and looked to be unsuitable 
for the large blue.  On both visits, there had been no sign of any livestock which had been used 
to keep the grass short.  I had met a few people around the reserve on these two occasions but 
it seemed that no one had managed to find this elusive butterfly.  I abandoned hope for the year.  

On 28th June 2010 I returned to the reserve for another search.  The habitat was very different 
with the grass much shorter and one feature of this visit was the reduced number of meadow 
butterfly species compared with last year.  I logged ‘only’ 11 species and one of those, the silver-
washed fritillary Argynnis paphia was not on this reserve but a few metres away in Siccaridge 
Wood on the other side of the lane.  At Daneway Banks there were many marbled white 
Melanargia galathea and ringlets Aphantopus hyperantus and a number of small tortoiseshell Aglais 
urticae.  It was good to see this latter species as it has been in general decline over recent years 
but today was a good day for them but for me the day lacked the large blue.  

On 6th July I visited Daneway Banks again but yet again there was no large blue on my list.  I 
had heard of one possible sighting this year but generally the news of this species was not good.  

In 2011 there appeared to be no sightings and I did not make a visit, but, this year I had heard 
that there were a few sightings and on 20th June I went to the reserve and began another 
search.  I looked around the lower area first and was surprised by the general lack of butterflies 
on this warm and relatively sunny day.  I did not hold much hope in finding the ‘blue’.  I moved 
up the path at the end of the lower walk and through the small wood and emerged near the new 
dew pond.  Almost immediately I saw a blue butterfly between the path and the pond.  Using 
the binoculars I could see that it was a large blue and three years after my first attempt to find 
this species I had finally succeeded.  The day got better in that I had seven more sightings and 
found at least four different individuals but the best bit was yet to come.  On my last walk from 
the far end of the reserve on my way home, I came across two large blues mating.  They were 
so preoccupied that I was able to get up close and get a photograph.  Let us hope that this could 
be good news for the future.  

Colin Butters

Large blue butterflies mating ©Colin Butters

Gloucestershire Amphibian  
and Reptile Group
Based in the Forest of Dean; Gloucestershire Amphibian 
and Reptile Group (GlosARG) comprises volunteers 
across Gloucestershire; it has been created for anyone 
who is concerned with the conservation of native 
frogs, toads, newts, lizards and snakes.

GlosARG is an affiliated group of ARG UK (Amphibian 
and Reptile Groups of the UK) - www.arguk.org 

Our aim is to...

- Raise awareness

- Recruit volunteers

- Survey Gloucestershire

- Manage existing habitats

- Create new habitats

- Achieve protection status on existing and new habitats

- See Gloucestershire recognised as a special place for Herptile conservation

Want to join GlosARG? If you do please visit www.glosarg.org

We will be organising walks and talks as well as teaching volunteers how to survey all the 
magnificent amphibians and reptiles we have in Gloucestershire. 

We hope you will join us and thank you for your support.

Scott Passmore
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GNS Meeting, Coombe Hill Canal 

2 n d  S e P T e M B e R  2 0 1 2

Five members met at The Wharf, Coombe Hill Nature Reserve, for an 11 o’clock start to 
look for late-flying dragonflies and damselflies. The weather, although warm and dry, was 
cloudy, which was not ideal for dragonfly watching. We strolled very slowly along the path 
on the north side of the canal with eyes peeled for any dragonflies in flight, and we were 
rewarded with seeing our first Migrant and Brown Hawkers. Brown Hawkers Aeshna grandis 
were patrolling over the water along the canal, and in one place we saw three male Migrant 
Hawkers Aeshna mixta hanging up very closely together on bushes adjacent to the path – ideal 
for having their photographs taken! In total we saw approx 12 Migrant Hawkers, which seem 
to have done very well this year in the county.

When the weather conditions are like they were on this particular morning, dragonflies haven’t 
warmed up sufficiently to be able to fly any great distances, and are found resting on vegetation 
or on the ground – which is where we saw both Ruddy Darter Sympetrum sanguineum and 
Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum.

On this side of the canal, Juliet pointed out the strawberry clover Trifolium fragiferum growing 
by the path, and we spotted a male speckled bush-cricket Leptophyes punctatissima and several 
dark bush-crickets Pholidoptera griseoaptera on the vegetation, as well as a cluster of buff-tip 
moth Phalera bucephala caterpillars.

After reaching the bridge across the canal, we walked slowly back to the cars on the southern 
path, adding two more species to the list – Emerald Damselfly Lestes sponsa and Common Blue 
Damselfly Enallagma cyathigerum.

Of the birds noted, we had a kingfisher Alcedo atthis, a late swift Apus apus and approx 30 long-
tailed tits Aegithalos caudatus.

Migrant Hawker 
Aeshna mixta

Although we only had 6 species of Odonata on the walk, out of a total of 18 for the reserve, we 
did see Hawkers and Darters for which the meeting was held.

Afterwards, we decided to partake of refreshments at the nearby pub – The Swan, which was 
an excellent way to end the meeting!

Ingrid Twissell County Dragonfly Recorder

Photos ©Colin Twissell

Letter from the Treasurer October 2012
Our Chair, Mike Smart mentioned in his letter in the June issue of GNS News that the possibility 
of an increase in annual subscriptions was discussed at the AGM in May.  This letter is to provide 
members who were not present 
at the AGM with an update on the 
financial position of the Society and 
to explain the background to the 
suggested rise in annual subscriptions.

The Society remains in a very sound 
financial position and has significant 
financial reserves held in various 
investments.  We have however 
been drawing on these investments 
in recent years to support the normal 
running costs of the Society, as our 
income and expenditure account 
demonstrates:

Year ended 31 December 2011 £

Subscription income 2,829

Gift Aid 556

Donations 64

 3,449

Publications – GNS News, TGN, GBR (10,704)

Other Admin (1,290)

Operating deficit (8,545)

Income from investments 9,078

Grants awarded (1,015)

Atlas fund 754

Result for year 272
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So why, if our investments can cover our operating deficit, are the Executive Committee 
considering an increase to subscriptions?  There are three important reasons:-

• Our financial reserves derive from the legacies our generous benefactors have left us and are 
unrestricted funds. This means that our charitable status requires us to disburse the funds 
for charitable purposes within a reasonable period of receipt.  Simply using the legacies to 
subsidise subscriptions is not sufficient for us to be confident we meet this condition of our 
charitable status.

• After careful consideration the Executive Committee has decided that we should be more 
active in grant aiding projects which support the Society’s aims.  Our underwriting of the 
funding for the Gloucestershire Bird Atlas is an excellent example, and we believe there is 
much more good work being done by amateur naturalists and others in the county which 
the Society can and should support.

• However, if we choose to spend the money, it will eventually run out.  If we fail to keep 
annual subscriptions broadly in line with annual publication and admin costs, a potentially 
catastrophic fall in membership or a drastic reduction in our publications effort can be the 
only results when our investments are eventually exhausted.  Good stewardship of the 
Society requires us to manage our affairs so this eventuality does not arise.

We understand that a significant increase in our annual subscription will not be welcome, 
particularly in the current economic climate.  However, we are also confident that most 
members will recognise that our current subscriptions are well below those of other voluntary 
natural history organisations in the county and that this cannot continue indefinitely.  A further 
consideration is the practical difficulties in applying a subscription increase and I would therefore 
appeal to members to support us by co-operating with our membership secretary Andrew 
Bluett in giving effect to the changes next year.  I should add that if you can Gift Aid your 
subscriptions but have not already done so, this provides a significant financial benefit to the 
Society.

The rise in subscriptions will be put to the 2013 AGM for approval and our current intention is 
for it to take effect for subscriptions falling due for renewal after 30 June 2013.  The Executive 
Committee will be deciding on the revised subscriptions over the next few months and we 
would welcome the views of members to inform our decision making.  In view of the significant 
admin effort involved in putting increases into effect we have decided that from now on we will 
operate a policy of triennial review of our subscriptions.

Our annual publication and admin costs mean that each membership currently has a cost in 
excess of £20 per annum.  However, the Executive Committee intends to continue to use an 
element of our financial reserves to support our normal annual running costs over the next three 
year subscription cycle.  As such, it is our intention the increased subscriptions to be put to next 
year’s AGM will be somewhere between £15 and £20 per annum.

Finally, I would like to re-emphasise that the Executive Committee are genuinely interested 
in the views of the membership on this subject and we’d far rather hear your views now than 
discover in 2013 that you do not wish to renew your membership.

With Best Wishes

Andrew Oliver GNS Treasurer

Patience is a virtue 
(or “If you wait long enough”)

As a small child I was given one of the Ladybird series of books about the countryside. Living in 
the country at the time it was a perfect gift for me. Fifty plus years later there is one picture that 
has always stayed in my mind from that book, that of a couple of harvest mice Micromys minutus 
clambering around their nest. In all this time I have never seen either animal or nest. In September 
this year I was working in a garden on the edge of Poole Keynes near Cirencester when the 
owner’s black cat walked up the drive, dropped something on the gravel and looked at me as if 
to say “Here, this is for you” and walked off. From a distance it was obviously mouse but close 
inspection revealed a harvest mouse, the first I have ever seen. It was outwardly undamaged but 
unfortunately, it was dead and also, sadly, it was a pregnant female. I went for a quick walk around 
the edge of the adjacent field and found four little tennis ball-sized nests, made from tightly 
woven grass leaves, all about a foot off the ground and constructed amongst tall grass stems 
growing against the hedge. Some of the nests were new, with fresh green leaves, while others 
were disused as the leaves were brown and shrivelled. So next on my list of things to see is a live 
harvest mouse.

A few days later I was in a garden 
in Turkdean near Northleach 
where I went into the gardener’s 
very old shed. Just inside the door, 
hanging from the low, planked 
ceiling was a pair of Natterer’s 
bats Myotis nattereri. One of them 
immediately dropped off and flew 
out of the door. The other one 
hung there, apparently taking 
an interest in what I was doing, 
swinging about from its feet and 
following my every movement. I 
have seen Natterer’s bats before 
when doing bat box surveys with 
the Gloucestershire Bat Group 
but I was very surprised the following day when I had to go back into the shed. The Natterer’s 
had gone but in their place was a lesser horseshoe bat Rhinolophus hipposideros, the first live one I 
have ever seen. There was a tiny body almost completely wrapped up in wings with two spindly 
legs sticking out of the top ending in little claws hooked onto the ceiling. Like the Natterers, 
it swung from side to side as if in a breeze, and in the little gap between the front edge of the 
wings could be seen the “horseshoe”-shaped structure round the nose that gives it its name. 
The quantity of droppings on the floor below suggest that this is an occasional roost site. As the 
birders would say – another tick on the life list.

David Scott-Langley

My first harvest mouse :-(  ©David Scott-Langley
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Proposed Landscape and  
Heritage Scheme for the Dean
The meeting publicised in the last GNS News to discuss the possibility of a £3 million project for 
the Forest of Dean took place on 28 September 2012, with nearly 100 people attending. 

It was chaired by David West of the Forestry Commision.  He introduced himself modestly 
as being someone that was good at Heritage Lottery funding. He went on to explain what 
Landscape Partnership Schemes were about and said the clue was in the name – Landscape ie 
a big area, Partnership, ie not just a bid from one organisation, and Scheme, a plan of action. 
Heritage includes tradition and many other aspects such as wildlife.

There were then two presentations about current schemes. 

The Neroche scheme for the Blackdown Hills in Somerset covers 35 square miles based on 
Forestry Commission land. The partners have worked very closely with the community, including 
250 volunteers, on various projects for quiet enjoyment, education and training in countryside 
skills. They have invested heavily in Forest Schools. More than 2000 primary and secondary 
school children have been taken out of the classroom into the forest to learn about their natural 
environment and themselves. Many local schools now have teachers with accredited Forest 
School training, who will continue to use local woodland, or even unused edges of the school 
grounds in an established part of the curriculum. The Neroche scheme has done many other 
things -   developed numerous trails, carried out historical and archaeological survey including 
LIDAR mapping, commissioned artists to make works relating to the local landscape, re-created 
open habitats from areas that had been planted with conifers (with the help of 100 English 
longhorn cattle), and much else besides. The achievements are celebrated in a book - Along 
the Wild Edge- which has been distributed free to residents.  For more details of the Neroche 
Landscape Partnership Scheme see http://www.nerochescheme.org

Grow with Wyre, is based on about 30 square miles of the Wyre Forest near Bewdley in 
Worcestershire. Eighteen projects under the umbrella of the scheme are helping to restore 
the landscape and celebrate its working history, many of them similar to the Neroche scheme.  
They have built a big visitor centre and restored and laid out new trails; some of the paths are 
suitable for three all-terrain buggies that the scheme purchased which allow less able people to 
get into the countryside and enjoy it with their friends and families. They have collected oral 
histories, run Forest Schools, restored water mills. They are big on sustainability, promoting 
energy efficiency and renewable energies including woodfuel from local woodlands. To support 
local producers who have links to the landscape they purchased 15 market stalls, a commercial 
apple press, and funded a study tour to Italy for a charcuterie producer.  Of particular relevance 
to GNS, they are encouraging people to record and monitor their wildlife. They offer training 
in this, and have, for example, bought adder-tracking gear.  Change is apparent after just three 
years, with new hedgerows, restored orchards, new fences to enable grazing, butterfly-filled 
forest clearings. See the Grow with Wyre website http://www.growwithwyre.org.uk for more 
details.

Following these presentations, there was then a question and answer session. 

It became clear that the push for this to happen in the Dean was from the environment sector. 
The bodies currently participating were the Forestry Commission, District Council, Wildlife 
Trust, Natural England and RSPB. (In both Neroche and Wyre the Forestry Commission had 
been the lead partner.)  David West said it was hoped that the Free Miners and Commoners 
would shortly be coming on board but there were no local community groups involved up to 
that point. 

The scheme is going to be based on the Hundred of St Briavels rather than the Statutory Forest 
(for a definition, see Andrew Bluett’s explanation in GNS News June 2011); they need a red line 
on a map where the money put in will have a clearly visible effect, in something like a coherent 
area of landscape.  Thus, though it would be good to have sister applications from the Severn-
side area, this should be kept separate.

The audience, which included many local people, agreed that the Dean should press ahead 
with a scheme. It is potentially a way to re-invigorate the Forest, drawing attention to threats 
to its heritage of wildlife, traditions, industry and agriculture and secure serious money to do 
something about it.  

So it is now the first stage of putting an outline bid together which will be presented to the funder 
in May 2013. The key word in this application is Threat. If you, as an individual or organisation, 
have identified a threat to the Dean heritage, and would like to develop a project to counteract 
it, then the time to come forward is now.  Don’t wait to see how things develop, as the earlier 
your idea is aired the better.

Juliet Bailey
For further information contact David West of the Forestry Commission (david.m.west@forestry.gsi.gov.uk) or Juliet Hynes of 
Natural England (juliet.hynes@naturalengland.org.uk) Tel: 0300 060 4441  Mob:07833 095708
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The BTO National Nightingale  
Census 2012: some local perspectives  
in the Cotswold Water Park
I N T R O D u C T I O N
In spring 2012, the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) launched a repeat of the National 
Nightingale Census; these have been undertaken previously in 1976, 1980 and 1999. During 
this time nightingales Luscinia megarhynchos have been observed to be declining across the UK 
and this trend was especially highlighted during recent fieldwork for the BTO National Atlas 
(2008-2012) which recorded further declines. Furthermore, declines were especially noted in 
the west of its UK range.

The 2012 census aimed to 1) estimate the total population of singing male nightingales in 2012, 
2) map fine-scale distribution and habitat choice, and 3) record whether individual males are 
paired, using nocturnal surveys (birds heard singing between midnight and 0300 hours, after the 
18th May are likely to remain unpaired).

The census targeted survey to around 2730 tetrads in the UK in 2012, with all surveys undertaken 
by staff and volunteers of the BTO and many partner organisations. The Cotswold Water Park 
(CWP) is recognised by the BTO as an important breeding hotspot for nightingales, made all the 
more remarkable because the CWP lies at the far west of the UK range, where declines have 
largely been the greatest. Somehow, the CWP is indeed retaining its populations and although 
some declines have been noted in recent years, it is much less than the overall national decline.

Recognising this importance, and also the complexity of the area, the Cotswold Water Park Trust 
(CWPT) was contacted by local BTO Organiser, Bill Quantrill, for help and support. The CWPT 
has undertaken complete census’s of the CWP’s nightingales for nearly ten years and works with 
local landowners to maintain and enhance habitat for nightingales, as well as target the creation 
of additional habitat for the nightingales of the future.

Furthermore, the census organisers at the BTO (Chas Holt, Chris Hewson and John Marchant) 
also approached the CWPT directly with another invitation to undertake more intensive surveys. 
This invitation followed discussions about our nightingales in the lead up to the 2012 field season 
with Chas Holt.

The BTO wished to undertake detailed intensive surveys of singing nightingales in areas 
supporting larger numbers (15-20 singing males). The CWP was included not only because it 
supports over 20 singing males each year, but also because it is located in the far west of the UK 
range for this species.

R e S u LT S
In total, 20 territories were recorded in 2012; 19 of these were in the Western Section of the 
CWP (CWP W), whilst only one territory was located in the Eastern Section of the CWP (CWP 
E). Birds were also recorded at two additional locations on only one occasion (despite up to 10 
visits in some cases) but were not confirmed to remain on these territories.

Key locations and hotspots for nightingales include:  Swillbrook Lakes (CWP 46/48), Lower Mill 
Estate, Dairy Farm Quarry / Manor Farm Quarry, Ashton Keynes (Moreton C Cullimore Ltd), 

Lakes 43/65, Cleveland Lakes Reserve (Cotswold Water Park Trust), Cotswold Water Park and 
in the eastern Eastern Section; Whelford & Bowmoor

Territorial nightingales continue to be recorded at a number of other locations across the CWP 
W. In combination with the key sites listed above, CWP W continues to support the vast majority 
of the CWP’s nightingales.

C O N C Lu S I O N S  &  T H e  F u T u R e
It was heartening to see that the total number of nightingale territories in 2012 is roughly (give 
or take the usual fluctuations when measuring biological populations) the same as that recorded 
10 years ago! Admittedly, numbers peaked in 2007 with 27-31 singing males recorded, but since 
then, numbers have fallen to a fairly stable roughly 20 singing males. The main difference is that 
they no longer breed at Swillbrook Lakes in the same numbers as they used to; this site was 
mainly responsible for the large peak in 2007. 

Site\Year               Number of singing male nightingales

 2003 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Swillbrook Lakes  
(CWP 46/48) 7 11 11 10 12 8 11 4-5 2

Total CWP 20-22 25-30 14 27 27-31 18+* 23 11-15 11*

*=Incomplete survey coverage likely depressing total numbers

Thankfully, there is an abundance of habitat around the CWP for them to use. The key challenge 
for the future is ensuring that we always have adequate habitat to retain a stable population; it 
is considered likely that if we lose the population, we will never see it return, as has happened 
across the south-west.

With this in mind the CWPT has been working closely with a number of landowners across the 
CWP, including The Wildlife Trusts, Natural England, The Lakes By Yoo (Lechlade) and Lower 
Mill Estate to maintain and enhance existing nightingale habitat, as well as create new habitat for 
the future. We have also targeted management on our own reserves to support nightingales, 
both now and in the future, by ensuring a succession of habitat is available. A lot of work is being 
undertaken for this species across the CWP, often in unexpected quarters, so the future for 
nightingales in the CWP is perhaps quite rosy.

AC k N O W L e D G e M e N T S
With thanks to the BTO’s Chas Holt, Chris Hewson, John Marchant and Bill Quantrill for their 
support; thanks also to the many landowners who enabled access to private land with such 
goodwill for surveys to be undertaken during 2003-2012. Thank you to all those birders who 
have supported this census work during 2003-2012 including Nick Adams, Steve Wallace, Kim 
Milsom, Nigel Birch and many more.

And, of course, a thank you to the surveyors in 2012; Steve Wallace, Jon Mercer, Peter Foley, 
Nigel Birch and Rob Curtis and especially to Kim Milsom, Sian Defferary and Bob Philpott for 
undertaking the intensive surveys.

Gareth Harris  June 2011 
Biodiversity Manager, Cotswold Water Park Trust
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Recognising an ash tree  
in winter
One of the commonest hedgerow and woodland trees in Gloucestershire is 
the ash Fraxinus excelsior.

The easiest way to recognise an ash tree, especially in winter, is to look at 
the leaf buds at the end of the twigs which are black as soot – ash/soot – 
it is a good mnemonic. Nothing else you are likely to come across in the 
Gloucestershire countryside has this feature. The buds are in pairs and are 
usually well-spaced along the twigs with the next pair at right angles to the 
first.

It is possible to recognise an ash tree in silhouette from a considerable 
distance. It reaches upwards, letting a lot of light through the branches, quite 
unlike the dense scribbly pillows of oak Quercus robur, for example, where 
the buds are crowded at the end of the twigs.

In good light, the trunk of a young ash will be seen to have remarkably 
smooth pale grey bark, and even as it ages it does not take on the cragginess 
of oak.  

Ash has winged fruits known as keys, which hang in fist-sized bunches 
through the winter on some trees.  It blooms early in the year, with small 
dark pompoms of flowers opening before the tree comes into leaf.

Looking underneath the tree there are likely to be fallen leaves. The leaf of 
the ash is pinnate, meaning that it has a central stalk with leaflets coming off 
this along its length. However, the leaflets often fall separately, so you may 
see a lot of 20-30cm leaf stalks looking like straw until examined carefully 
when the leaflet scar becomes apparent.  

There are many other little clues that indicate ash.  In Gloucestershire, 
it does not support mistletoe Viscum album and a grey barked tree with 
mistletoe is likely to be a poplar Populus sp. Ash is pretty much the best 
species in Gloucestershire for lichens (it has a high bark pH which buffers 
against acid pollution) so a tree seen to have a blotchy trunk from a distance 
might well be ash.  Ash is the usual host for the cramp ball fungus Daldinia 
concentrica, also known as King Alfred’s Cakes.

Ash die-back caused by the fungus Chalara fraxinea is killing ash trees across 
eastern and northern Europe (in Sweden more than 50% have noticeable 
damage). It was reported in Britain in 2012, initially in imported stock in tree 
nurseries, but then in October it was found in wild ashes in East Anglia. I 
have not yet heard of its occurrence in Gloucestershire, and let us hope that 
we are spared, but meanwhile get to know your local ashes, watch them 
through the year, and enjoy them while you can.

Juliet Bailey

Photos ©Juliet Bailey



details (name, address, telephone number, email address) will be stored, either on paper or 
electronically, as part of the Society’s recording system. These details will not be passed on, or sold, 
to third parties with the exception of the Gloucestershire Centre for Environmental Records, subject 
to the Memorandum of Understanding between the two organisations. Should the observer wish that 
certain parts of a record remain confidential (e.g. for reasons such as sensitive species, sensitive site, 
restriction of access to land, anonymity), they should contact the relevant Recorder and discuss the 
matter, stating their reasons.

NAMeS AND ADDReSSeS OF ReCORDeRS 
with information on the most up-to-date sources for check-lists
BIRDS: Richard Baatsen (01452 740161); email: baatsen@surfbirder.com.  For those observers 
who are reporting a county rarity or BBRC species, the appropriate forms can be obtained from 
the Recorder; a guidance document listing all the species that require detailed descriptions is also 
available (please send sae); submission of records by email preferred (see also Gloucestershire Bird 
Report 2005 pp 18-20). The GNS website has a recording form showing all required information 
that can be printed off. Checklist in TGN 5 (1992). Fuller account in Birds of Gloucestershire by 
C.M.Swaine (1982).

British Trust for Ornithology Representative: Mike Smart (01452 421131); email: smartmike@
btinternet.com

Gloucestershire Bird Report (annual report on the county’s avifauna) published by Gloucestershire 
Ornithological Coordinating Committee (GOCC).

MAMMALS: John Field, GCER, Conservation Centre, Robinswood Hill Country Park, Reservoir 
Road, Gloucester GL4 6SX (07918 671995) ; email: john.field@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk. 
Checklist in TGN 5 (1992).

Gloucestershire Bat Group: David Priddis (Chairman)

RePTILeS & AMPHIBIANS: Colin Twissell (01452 714413); email: canditwissell@
btinternet.com. Special recording form available. Checklists in TGN 5 (1992) & TGN 17 (2006).

FISH & CRAYFISH: Pete Bradshaw, c/o The Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, 
Church House, Standish, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL10 3EU; email: peter.bradshaw@
gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk. Fish checklist in TGN 5 (1992).

INVeRTeBRATeS: Gloucestershire Invertebrates Group: Andrew Leach,  
c/o GCER, Conservation Centre, Robinswood Hill Country Park, Reservoir Road, Gloucester GL4 
6SX (01452 389950); email: Andrew.Leach@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk

BuTTeRFLIeS: Chris Wiltshire (01453 545509); email: chriswiltshire164@o2.co.uk. The Butterflies 
of Gloucestershire by Guy Meredith is at www.gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk/bflyglos/bflyglos.html. 
Butterfly Conservation Gloucestershire Branch: www.gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk

MOTHS: Roger Gaunt (01594 530475); email: roger.gaunt@btinternet.com. Gloucestershire 
Moths – An Account by Roger Gaunt (2000), (2nd edition 2006); Set of Moth Distribution Maps by 
Roger Gaunt (80 maps showing distribution of selected species) (2003); online distribution maps 
and additional information for Gloucestershire moths can be found at http://www.gloucestershire-
butterflies.org.uk/Guys_maps/mothmap.html

DRAGONFLIeS: Ingrid Twissell (01452 714413); email: canditwissell@btinternet.com. Distribution 
of Dragonflies in Gloucestershire by S.C.Holland (1991). Checklist in TGN 20, also available from 
Ingrid Twissell.
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GLOuCeSTeRSHIRe NATuRALISTS’ SOCIeTY
Registered charity No. 252710

WILDLIFe ReCORDING INFORMATION SHeeT
The Society’s official recording area is the whole of the vice-counties 33 (East Gloucestershire) 
and 34 (West Gloucestershire). However, for practical purposes, certain recorders only cover the 
administrative county of Gloucestershire, comprising the districts of Cotswold, Stroud, Forest of 
Dean, Cheltenham, Gloucester and Tewkesbury, since the Bristol Naturalists’ Society covers the 
Unitary Authority of South Gloucestershire and the City of Bristol (further details available from the 
individual recorders as listed below). 

The Society welcomes observations and records from members and others, and these should be sent 
to the Recorders as detailed below.  Records may be submitted in any form (so long as they are legible 
and intelligible); some Recorders prefer them on A6 cards (one per species), or, for certain groups, 
on the appropriate recording form (available from the Recorders - see below), though a simple list 
(preferably in systematic order) is acceptable for groups such as moths. 

Ideally the following information should be supplied:

* Species name.

* Where seen (name of location, preferably using names on the 1:50000/1:25000  
 Ordnance Survey maps; if in doubt include a sketch map of the site) plus six figure  
 map reference.  It is helpful to Recorders if the tetrad number is also given. For  
 sightings in the Cotswold Water Park observers are asked to quote the official County  
 Council pit numbers whenever possible.

* Date.

* Observer’s name and address.

Also useful:

* Number or abundance.

* Habitat.

* Where appropriate a description of the species or a note of how identification was  
 made including details of any guidebook used.

* Any other relevant information.

These details should be sent to the appropriate Recorder from the list below.  The precise location 
of rare species will be kept confidential in the interests of conservation   records should be clearly 
labelled CONFIDENTIAL if they are to be so treated.  Straightforward records are too numerous 
to be acknowledged individually by the Recorders, but when a reply is required please enclose a 
stamped addressed envelope.

It is also possible to record your sightings online – see details below.

The most interesting records are published in the Society’s “GNS News”, but all records are valuable 
in building up a picture of the present status and distribution of species in our county, for compiling 
annual reports and for updating our records and those at the Gloucestershire Centre for Environmental 
Records and the national Biological Records Centre, Monks Wood.  The Society’s recording is well 
described in “Dot Mapping and the Recording of Species’ Distribution in Gloucestershire” in The 
Gloucestershire Naturalist (TGN), No.1, 1984, price £2.00 plus £1.00 p. & p., available from the 
Chairman of the Scientific & Publications Sub-committee (for address see below). 

Under the Data Protection Act the GNS advises members and other observers that their personal 



HOVeRFLIeS & LADYBIRDS: David Iliff (01242 674398); email: davidiliff@talk21.com. Ladybirds 
in Coleoptera of Gloucestershire by D.B. Atty (1983).

ANTS, BeeS & WASPS: Tony Taylor (01452 728734); email: taylor.ant@cotswoldwireless.co.uk. 

SPIDeRS: David Haigh (01242 513544); email: djrhaigh@hotmail.co.uk.  Animals for identification 
can be sent by post in an envelope containing a small flat non crushable box holding some moss or 
slightly damp cotton wool.  
BARkFLIeS, WOODLICe, CeNTIPeDeS, MILLIPeDeS, HARVeSTMeN, FALSe 
SCORPIONS, LACeWINGS, SPRINGTAILS & FReSHWATeR INVeRTeBRATeS: 
David Scott-Langley 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 1XN (01285 659631); 
email: dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk. Check-lists for millipedes and false scorpions in TGN 12 (1999); 
centipedes in TGN 18 (2007); springtails in TGN 16 (2005) & 18 (2007); Checklists for bark flies in 
TGN 17 (2006).

BeeTLeS (other than ladybirds), SAWFLIeS, FLIeS (other than hoverflies): Keith 
Alexander (01392 413092); email: keith.alexander@waitrose.com. Coleoptera of Gloucestershire 
by D.B. Atty (1983). 

GRASSHOPPeRS, BuSH-CRICkeTS, eARWIGS & COCkROACHeS, BuGS 
(HeMIPTeRA):  John Widgery (01242 673873); email: johnwidgery@waitrose.com .  Checklists 
for bugs in TGN 8, 9, 16 & 19 (1995, 1996, 2005 & 2008), Checklist for Orthopteroids in TGN 15 
(2004)

LAND & FReSHWATeR MOLLuSCS: David Long (01242 527673); email: david@long55.
wanadoo.co.uk. Checklist in TGN 3 (1989).

FLeAS:  Bob George (01202 515238); no email.

eCTOPARASITeS (Lice, louse-flies): Robin Sellers (01946 725453); email: sellers@craghouse7.
freeserve.co.uk. Checklist of louse-flies in TGN 1 (1984).

FReSHWATeR TRICLADS: Larry Bellamy (01594 516420); email: lar.amy@btinternet.com 
Checklist in TGN 1 (1984).

FLOWeRING PLANTS, FeRNS & STONeWORTS: Mark and Clare Kitchen 
(01453 810958); email: markarkitchen@yahoo.com. Supplement to the Flora of Gloucestershire by 
S.C.Holland, H.M.Caddick and D.S.Dudley Smith (1986); The Flora of the Bristol Region by I.P.Green, 
R.J.Higgins, C.Kitchen & M.A.R.Kitchen (2000); Stephen Bishop’s New Flora of Gloucestershire, Part 
1 edited by R. Cooper: TGN 13 (2000), and Part 2 edited by C. & M.A.R. Kitchen and I. Carle: TGN 
14 (2008).

MOSSeS AND LIVeRWORTS: Peter Martin (01666 503791); email: petergmartin@
btinternet.com

FuNGI:  Checklist in TGN 9 (1996).

Cotswold Fungus Group & County recorder: Dave Shorten (01793 764649) email: daveshorten@
cotswoldfungusgroup.com

Dean Fungus Group: Keith & Valerie Davies (01452 760278); email: keith.val@hotmail.com 

LICHeNS: Juliet Bailey  email: glos.lichens@gmail.com 

PLANT GALLS: Robert Homan  email: theapiary@gmail.com

ONLINe ReCORDING at www.universalquestions.com/nature
There is now an online county wildlife recording system at Richard Beal’s website covering Birds, 
Butterflies, Dragonflies & Damselflies, Mammals and Orchids. It is a straightforward, but nevertheless 
sophisticated way, of getting your sightings from your desktop to the county recorders and by using 
the system you can make a valuable contribution to the GNS ongoing recording effort. After a simple 
registration procedure you can start recording straightaway and you can return to the web site at any 
time by simply logging in.

The Society is always on the look out for new Recorders to fill vacant positions (e.g. beetles and flies) 
or to cover groups not listed above (no matter how obscure!).  Anyone willing to undertake these 
tasks or to organise (or help organise) surveys in the county is invited to contact David Scott-Langley 
(Chairman, GNS Scientific & Publications Sub-committee), 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire GL7 1XN; Tel 01285 659631; email: david@scott-langley.freeserve.co.uk
 
OTHeR uSeFuL CONTACTS AND ADDReSSeS
GNS Website: www.glosnats.org

GNS Chairman: Mike Smart, 143 Cheltenham Road, Gloucester GL2 0JH   (01452 421131); email 
smartmike@btinternet.com.

GNS Membership Secretary:  Andrew Bluett, 50 Kingsmead, Abbeydale, Gloucester, GL4 5DY 
(01452 610085); email: gnsmembership@btinternet.com. See also Membership page on GNS Website.

GNS Secretary: Lynne Garner (01452 614354); email: lynne@moorend1989.plus.com

GNS Cirencester Branch Chairman: David Scott-Langley, 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, 
Glos GL7 1XN (01285 659631); email: david@scott-langley.freeserve.co.uk.

editor of the GNS News (records and general matters; appears quarterly): Kate Kibble;  
email: kkibble@sky.com

editor of The Gloucestershire Naturalist: David Scott-Langley, 19 Chesterton Grove, 
Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 1XN (01285 659631); email dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk. Articles 
and reports for TGN should be sent to the Editor by February 28th of the year of publication. Notes 
for contributors and page layout are available from the same source.

TGN 1 to TGN 12 were edited by Robin Sellers (01946 725453); email: sellers@craghouse7.
freeserve.co.uk. A list of contents of past volumes is available.

Natural england (Southwest Region): Natural England, First Floor, Temple Quay House, 2 The 
Square, Bristol, BS1 6EB   Tel: 0300 060 2065

Gloucestershire Centre for environmental Records: GCER, Conservation Centre, Robinswood 
Hill Country Park, Reservoir Road, Gloucester GL4 6SX (01452 389950); email: gcer@
gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk. Development Manager: Linda Moore (01172 309119) email: 
Linda.moore@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust: Conservation Centre, Robinswood Hill Country Park, Reservoir 
Road, Gloucester GL4 6SX (01452 383333). Web site: www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk

Gloucestershire Orchard Trust: Ann Smith (secretary/coordinator) 01452 855677  
www.gloucestershireorchardgroup.org.uk   email: info@gloucestershireorchardgroup.org.uk
Issued by the Scientific & Publications Sub committee of the Gloucestershire Naturalists’ Society May 2011
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President: Mrs Anna Jones

Society Officers & Contacts
Chairman:
Mike Smart, 143 Cheltenham Road, Gloucester GL2 0JH
tel: 01452 421131  email: smartmike@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman:
David Scott-Langley, 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Glos. GL7 1XN
tel: 01285 659631  email: dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk

Secretary:
Lynne Garner, Moorend Cottage, Watery Lane, 
Upton St Leonards, Glos. GL4 8DE
tel: 01452 614354  email: lynne@moorend1989.plus.com

Treasurer:
Andy Oliver,  email: gnstreasurer@btinternet.com

Membership Secretary:
Andrew Bluett, 50 Kingsmead, Abbeymead, Gloucester GL4 5DY
tel: 01452 610085   email: gnsmembership@btinternet.com

Cirencester Branch Chairman:
David Scott-Langley, 19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Glos. GL7 1XN
tel: 01285 659631  email: dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk 

GNS News editor:
Kate Kibble, email: kkibble@sky.com

The Gloucestershire Naturalist editor  David Scott-Langley,  
19 Chesterton Grove, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 1XN  
tel: 01285 659631  email dscottlangley@hotmail.co.uk

GNS Website: www.glosnats.org 

GNS Library:  The library is housed in the Learning Resources Centre at Hartpury College.   
For opening hours see  
www.hartpury.ac.uk/Hartpury-College/Hartpury-Facilities/Learning-Resources-Centre/  
or phone 01452 702160.
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Diary 
GNS Field Meetings

Sunday 9 December 2012, 11am. Birdwatching walk in the Cotswold Water Park 
starting at Lake 57. Meet at the far end of the gravel track beyond the entrance to the Lower 
Mill Estate holiday homes, SU025942.  When tarmac gives out, continue along rough gravel 
track but beware potholes! Track negotiable with care. Leader: Ken Cservenka, 01285 656480.

For the first meetings of 2013, we will be looking at sites along the Severn with Mike Smart. 
In case of flooding, ring Mike (01452 421131) before the meeting to check for alterations of 
venue.

Sunday 6 January 2013, 10am. General interest meeting at Forthampton Oaks, 
Forthampton Brick Pits and along the river. Meet at the Lower Lode Inn car park, SO878317. 
Leader: Mike Smart 01452 421131

Sunday 24 February 2013, 10am. General interest meeting at Upham Meadow, 
Twyning (aka Great Hay Meadow). Meet outside Sandacre Farm, SO908371. Leader: Mike 
Smart 01452 421131

Sunday 24 March 2013, 10am. Coombe Hill Canal for early migrant birds. Meet at the 
Wharf, SO886272. Leader: Mike Smart 01452 421131

GNS Indoor meetings

Friday 22 March 2012, Annual General Meeting. Followed by a talk on Rough Bank, 
near Stroud which was purchased by Butterfly Conservation with financial contribution from 
GNS. The talk will be given by Sue Smith and Dr Guy Meredith of Butterfly Conservation (and 
a long-standing member of GNS). Watermoor Church Hall, Trinity Road, Cirencester GL7 
1NE. The hall is open from 7pm for a 7.30 start. 

Cirencester Indoor Meetings
Watermoor Church Hill 7.30pm

Friday December 14th 2012, Mike Lane, “A Lane around the UK”

Friday January 11th 2013, Oliver Smart, “From 60 Degrees North” 

Friday February 8th 2013, Clare & Mark Kitchen, “Recording the Flora of 
Gloucestershire”

Friday March 8th  2013, Annual Business Meeting. Members night, Photographic and 
artistic competitions.

Friday  April 12th, Dr Timothy Sellers, “Camouflage and Mimicry”



Dragonfly hunting at Coombe Hill Canal ©Colin Twissell


