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The Headlines

 29559 records from 2013 added to the database  (15677 records in 2012)
 17 new micro species recorded
 1 new macro species recorded
 A start made on transcribing historical records and incorporating them into the database.

2013:  A year of two halves

One of the memorable aspects of the first half of 2013 was the persistently low temperature and the feeling 
in what should have been the spring that winter would never end.   The average daily minimum temperature
at Pershore in March 2013 was -0.7°C and on 31 March the night time temperature fell to -7°C.  In essence, 
March was a cold month with conditions dominated by high pressure and easterly winds.   Early April 
followed in a similar vein, although near normal temperatures were achieved in the second half of the 
month.  May overall was characterised by temperatures slightly below average and northerly winds.  June 
faired little better, but in July temperatures soared and a warm summer followed.   

The records for VC 33 in 2013 reflect the impact of these weather conditions with relatively few records of 
the usual spring species contrasting with very large numbers of summer and autumn records with some 
species showing signs of an extended second brood.   Thus the emergence of the Hebrew Character was 
delayed in comparison with 2012.  In 2013, there was a handful of records between 5th and 10th March, 
which reflects a short-lived mild spell, but the main period of emergence did not start until the second week 
of April.  The pattern in 2012 showed an earlier emergence and a series of fluctuations  in the number of 
records reflecting the variations in temperature of a 'normal' spring.

Fig. 1.  The number of Hebrew Character records received for March and April 2012 (blue) and 2013 (red) 

The effects of the warm summer are illustrated by records for the Heart and Dart shown in Fig.2.  In 2012 
the only late summer record was of one moth on 26 August and this appeared after a gap of about 10 days. 
In 2013, there was a similar gap in August, followed by a re-appearance on 25 August with records then 
continuing almost daily until 29 September.



Fig. 2.  The number of Heart and Dart records received for August and September 2012 (blue) and 2013  
(red)

The Macro Moths

As time goes on, it becomes progressively more difficult to add to the vice-county's list of macro species.  
Congratulations are therefore due to Steve Chappell and his group of recorders who trapped a Light Knot 
Grass  at Brookthorpe, south of Gloucester on 13 July.  The identification was confirmed by dissection by 
Alan Prior.  The only other record of the species dates from 1963 when what was described as “a wanderer,  
perhaps from Wales” was observed at Rodborough in VC 34.  Given that Light Knot Grass is associated with 
acidic moorland and plants such as Bog Myrtle and Bilberry, the the Brookthorpe individual was almost 
certainly another  wanderer, though there is no indication of its ethnicity.

Other significant macro records are as follows.

169 and 171  Burnet spp.  (Zygaena spp)

 Another instance of seemingly contrasting fortunes with 43 records of Six-spot Burnet, but only 2 records of
Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet.  It is unclear whether this reflects the slightly earlier flying time of the 
latter and therefore the impact of the weather. 

370  Hornet Moth  (Sesia apiformis)  

There was one record from a new site at Leckhampton, Cheltenham on 17 July and confirmation of the 
species' presence at another recent location at Little Haresfield on 4 and 7 July. The two sites are only 19 
kilometres apart and there is every likelihood that examining the trunks of mature Poplars in the intervening 
area will produce yet more records.

1637  Oak Eggar  (Lasiocampa quercus)

Big, bright but invisible?  There was only one record of Oak Eggar from Woodmancote near Bishop's Cleeve 
on 26 July attracted to an actinic light.  This fits into the general pattern for the species with a concentration
of records in SO92, though whether this shows the distribution of the moth or the recorders is debatable.

1645  Scalloped Hook-tip  (Falcaria lacertinaria)

The Scalloped Hook-tip is a Birch feeder with a fairly restricted distribution west of Cirencester.  Never 
numerous, 2013 saw just one record from Oakley Wood on 24 September.

1661  Orange Underwing  (Archiearis parthenias)

Only one record from Siccaridge Wood on 6 April of what is normally a widespread, day-flying species 
associated with Birch trees.  Another victim of the weather conditions in March and April. 



1699  Least Carpet  (Idaea rusticata)

It has taken 7 years for the second VC record of this species to materialise at Ryeworth in Cheltenham on 20
July.  Its population nationally has exploded, but in East Gloucestershire it is more of a whimper than a 
bang.

1712  Small Scallop  (Idaea emarginata)

This species has been recorded more or less annually from some gardens, but in 2013 its distribution 
collapsed to just one location at Prestbury, Cheltenham with a series of records in July and unusually in 
September.

1715  Plain Wave  (Idaea straminata) 

Frequently 'recorded' but rarely actually seen, the Plain Wave is a rare species in East Gloucestershire found 
as just 5 locations, including Quietways Copse near Snowshilll on 19 July.

1731  Chalk Carpet (Scotopteryx bipunctaria)

A wanderer was reported from a garden in Prestbury, Cheltenham on 26 August with many other records 
from this BAP species' usual haunts on Cleeve Common and Swifts Hill.

1748  Beautiful Carpet  (Mesoleuca albicillata)

Formerly more widespread than is now the case, this species joined the burgeoning list for BC's Rough Bank 
reserve on 9 July, the only 2013 record.

1762  Dark Marbled Carpet  (Chloroclysta citrata)

This species is best described as an enigma.  There was just one record, from Thrupp on 28 August.   By 
comparison, for the closely related Common Marbled Carpet there were 380 records in the year.  Perhaps 
citrata is over-looked in traps full of truncata, or its more specialised habitat requirements result in the moth 
being rarely encountered? 

1771a  Cypress Carpet  (Thera cupressata)

Just 2 records of this recent colonist with both from the known and indeed only site at Hempsted.  The 
dates, 5 May and 6 October, reflect the species' two generations. 

1775  Mottled Grey  (Colostygia multistrigaria)

Recording Mottled Grey needs a bit of effort.  It flies in the Spring and has a preference for areas of 
unimproved grassland in the Cotswolds.  Running a moth trap in such circumstances is unlikely to produce  
much of a reward and such field work requires determination.  There was only one 2013 record from the 
much less exposed Lineover Wood on 4 May.

1791  Brown Scallop  (Philereme vetulata) and 1792  Dark Umber  (Philereme transversata)

Both of these species feed on Buckthorn and yet they show quite different distribution patterns.  There are 
only 12 records of the former and 2 of those date back to 1977.  There is a cluster of records in SE 
Cheltenham and the only 2013 sighting came from this area on 20 July.  By contrast, Dark Umber occurs 
over a much wider area, although a low density.   It was recorded at 3 sites in 2013, Hempsted, Gretton and
Bagendon

1809  Twin-spot Carpet  (Perizoma didymata)

Thinly distributed across the vice-county with only 21 records in all, with 3 of those coming in 2013.   The 
widespread locations of these 3 (Stow-on-the-Wold, Stratton and Chalford) reflect the general distribution 
pattern of the moth.



1811 – 1857 The Pugs  (Eupithecia spp.)

Among the more unusual pugs recorded in 2013 were Maple Pug from 2 known sites;  Toadflax Pug from 2 
adjacent monads at Gretton;  Shaded Pug from 2 new sites at Cranham Common and Charlton Kings; 
Pimpinel Pug only from Rough Bank  which is a known site; and Larch Pug from a new site at Siccaridge 
Wood.

1870  Chimney Sweeper  (Odezia atrata)

In theory this species could be found on steep grassland slopes anywhere between the Stroud Valleys and 
Blockley.  In 2013 there were just 2 records from Prestbury Hill and Lineover Wood.  The moth was formerly 
much more widespread than at present with, for example, a 1975 record from Benhall in Cheltenham and 
hopefully the meagre count from 2013 will prove to be a blip, although the loss of floristically rich grassland 
is a problem for this and indeed many other species.

1872  Blomer's Rivulet  (Discoloxia blomeri)

A little more evidence of expansion in the Churn Valley with a record from Bagendon on 1 August, but 
overall Northing 20 still more or less marks the limit of its modern range.

1877  Waved Carpet  (Hydrelia sylvata)

Very much restricted to the Daneway area, this Nb species was recorded from Siccaridge Wood on 19 June.

1890  Sharp-angled Peacock  (Macaria alternata)

We are close to the northern limit of the range of this species which is described as “widespread and 
common” by the Somerset Moth Group, whereas in East Gloucestershire it is anything but.  
(http://www.somersetmothgroup.org.uk/portal/p/Distribution/s/Macaria+alternata).  Perhaps it is too early 
to read anything into there being  two recent VC 33 records from the Stroud area from Thrupp in 2011 and 
Chalford on 7 July 2013, the first reports since 1997.

1897  V-Moth  (Macaria wauaria)

The V-Moth hangs on, with Bob Smith's Chalford garden being the favoured site with just 1 moth in 13 July.

1923  Feathered Thorn  (Colotois pennaria)

General naturalists might become aware of this species due to a combination of large size, bright colour and 
late season.  Thus a very welcome record for SO83, which has a very short moth list, came by way of an 
email with a picture of a moth found on a window in Tewkesbury.

1907  Bordered Beauty  (Epione repandaria)  

This is another of those species which is widely, but thinly distributed across the vice-county with between 1 
and 4 records annually.  2013 was at the low end of the range with a single record from Woodmancote 
 near Bishops Cleeve on 19 July.

1931  Peppered Moth  (Biston betularia)

Worthy of note from 2013 are the records of aberrations of this species.  There were the usual melanic 
(carbonaria) and intermediate (insularia) forms, but most noteworthy was a specimen trapped by Bob Smith 
on 19 June which had the dark forewings of carbonaria contrasting with the pale hindwings of the typical 

form.  The moth was one of many aberrants from a range of species illustrated in the autumn 2013 edition 
of the periodical Atropos, where the editor, Mark Tunmore, suggested that the number of unusual forms in 
2013 could have resulted from the contrasting temperatures of the cold spring and the hot summer. 

http://www.somersetmothgroup.org.uk/portal/p/Distribution/s/Macaria+alternata


1950  Brindled White-spot  (Parectropis similaria)

A rare moth in VC33 with only 3 records in 2013 from Hempsted on 19 June and two from the Cranham 
Bioblitz on 5 July, the latter typical of its normal woodland habitat and the former illustrating its 
acknowledged tendency to occasionally wander.

1960  Early Moth  (Theria primaria)

Unlike Winter Moth this species does not seem to be attracted to lighted windows. It is more likely to be 
seen in car headlights on a mild winter's evening than it is to be trapped by a moth recorder and 
consequently there are relatively few records of what should be a common moth.  Typical of the overall 
situation is the single 2013 report from Rough Bank on 6 March.  

1964  Annulet  (Charissa obscurata)

I tend to think of this species as compensation for not finding any Chalk Carpets on Cleeve Common.  They 
both occupy the same type of stony habitat and fly at broadly the same time.  If anything the Annulet has a 
smaller range in the vice-county compared to Chalk Carpet and typical of its distribution was a single 2013 
record from Prestbury Hill on 6 August.

2013  Plumed Prominent  (Ptilophora plumigera)

Once again recording efforts were focused in the main on the Chedworth area where a series of trapping 
sessions culminated in a total count of c.60 moths on 17 November.   Another interesting record came from 
Hailey Wood on 26 November.  This area is part of the complex of woods in the western section of 
Cirencester Park from where there are some old Plumed Prominent records from 1947 and 1964  and one 
rather more recent report from 2005. 

2114  Double Dart  (Graphiphora augur)

Rough Bank was the only source of records for this rarely encountered species on 9 and 18 July.

2165  Small Ranunculus  (Hecatera dysodea)

At long last there are signs that this species has extended away from central Gloucester. There were records 
of adults from Churchdown on 10 July and 29 August and of a caterpillar in Cheltenham on 30 August.  In 
Gloucester itself re-development of brown field sites adjacent to the Sharpness Canal has resulted in the loss
of some of the species' habitat.

2181  Silver Cloud  (Egira conspicillaris)

Records of Silver Cloud have always been rather hit and miss as its flight time in early April and late May 
coincides with the period when weather forecasters  are prone to warn gardeners of the risk of frost to their 
tender plants.  There were no records in 2011 or 2012, but Gordon Avery provided a glimmer of hope that 
the species is holding on in the East Gloucestershire section of the Severn Vale with a single record on 3 
May.

2204  Obscure Wainscot  (Mythimna obsoleta)

“Right place, right time” for Mark Parsons who recorded the VC's 4th Obscure Wainscot at Hilcot End on 26 
July.

2225  Minor Shoulder-knot  (Brachylomia viminalis)

All but 5 of the 14 records for Minor Shoulder-knot are from before 2000.  Hilary and Hugh Purkess recorded

the moth in a completely new area at Bagendon, in the Churn valley, on 26 June.



2237  Grey Shoulder-knot  (Lithophane ornitopus)

Usually noted both pre- and post-hibernation in the spring and autumn, what would have been a very thin 
year was redeemed by records from Stow-on-the-Wold, Grafton, Chedworth and Ringhill Farm between 6 
October and 19 December.

2252  Large Ranunculus  (Polymixis flavicincta)

This has tended to be a SO92  species (there must be something about our garden weeds), so it is 
interesting to see three 2013 records from new sites at Thrupp, Eastcombe and Cirencester in addition to 
the usual concentration of observations in and around Cheltenham.

2260  Dotted Chestnut  (Conistra rubiginea)

Between 2010 and 2012 there was an average of 9 records a year for this Spring flying Conistra.   The 
weather put paid to that trend in 2013 and Roger Pearce produced the only record from Ringhill Farm on 8 
March. (The same mild window that saw the flurry of Hebrew Character records noted above.)

2265  Flounced Chestnut  (Agrochola helvola)

This is by far the rarest of the autumn-flying Agrochola species.  Formerly known from only 3 sites, moths 
turned up twice in Jon Brock's garden in Woodmancote, near Cheltenham on 30 August and 21 September.  

2316  Lesser-spotted Pinion  (Cosmia affinis)

This is one of the two Ulmus feeding “pinions” that have been adversely affected by the decline in Elms 
because of Dutch Elm Disease.  White-spotted Pinion was last recorded in 1976 by E W Classey at Southrop 
where it was described as “fairly common”; it is now probably extinct in East Glos..  Lesser-spotted Pinion 
has faired a little better with two records from SO92, a “new” hectad, at Woodmancote on 13 July and  
Cheltenham on 1 August.  

2369  Bulrush Wainscot  (Nonagria typhae)

This species is known to wander away from its wetland habitat and one did just that on 21 September and 
arrived in Ken Cservenka's Stratton garden.

2379  Small Rufous  (Coenobia rufa)

Having been recorded as new to VC 33 in 2012 from Hempsted, the moth has ventured further into 
Gloucester and was reported from St Paul's on 29 July.

2399  Bordered Sallow  (Pyrrhia umbra)

Just the one record on 18 July, and incidentally another addition to the Rough Bank list, was the first in East 
Gloucestershire since 2005.  The main food plant is Restharrow, which can be found in limestone grasslands 
and as a relict from past land management in arable field margins.  Additional recording in June and July 
with sugar might produce some more records from new areas.

2437  Golden Plusia  (Polychrysia moneta)

A supposedly common species, but with only 3 records in 2013 and a tendency to crop up at the same sites,
Golden Plusia is a fairly rare species in VC 33 and is probably closely tied to gardens where Delphiniums are 
still grown. 

2484  Pinion-streaked Snout  (Schrankia costaestrigalis)

2013 saw a doubling of total the number of records from 4 to 8.  The additions came from across the vice-
county from Beckford in the north, Charlton Kings, Lineover Wood and Thrupp in the south.   Perhaps this is 
an indication of the species expanding its range. 



The Micro Moths

No less than 16 micro moth species were added to the VC33 list in 2013.  They were:

119  Opostega salaciella 

Trapped at Swindon Lane, Cheltenham on 26 July.  The larva is thought to feed on Sheep's Sorrel (RH)

276  Bucculatrix demaryella 

A male was taken at Siccaridge Wood on 19 June and its identity confirmed by dissection. The main food 
plant is Birch.  (GHJM) 

407  Argyresthia dilectella

Adults were knocked out of Junipers, the species' food plant, at Painswick Common on 12 July.  (RH)

409b  Argyresthia cupressella 

An adult was trapped in a garden moth trap in Prestbury, Cheltenham on 8 July.  This is a relative newcomer
to the British list and the spread has no doubt been helped by its feeding on a variety of garden conifers.  
(KH and JJ)

484  Epermenia aequidentellus 

An adult was trapped at Leckhampton, Cheltenham on 1 August.  The food plants are Wild Carrot and 
Burnet-saxifrage. (GHJM)

511  Coleophora orbitella  

A feeding case was found on a Birch tree at  Plock Court, Gloucester on 31 October. (ANBS)

767  Carpatolechia decorella 

An adult of this Oak woodland species was trapped at Charlton Kings, Cheltenham on 1 July.  Identity 
confirmed by dissection.  (RW) 

844  Syncopacma larseniella 

An adult, identity confirmed by dissection, was trapped at Leckhampton, Cheltenham on 13 July  (GHJM). 

849  Syncopacma cinctella 

An adult was taken at Chalford on 29 June and dissected to confirm the identification.  This is the first 
confirmed VC record since the publication of identification details for the species in 1935.  Before then 844 
and 849 were considered to be one species.  Both moths are linked to Bird's-foot Trefoil.  (BS)

890  Mompha jurassicella 

An adult male was found indoors at Swindon Lane, Cheltenham on 9 February and confirmed by dissection.  

As with many other Mompha species, jurassicella feeds on Willow-herbs. (RH)

1019  Cnephasia conspersana 

An adult was trapped at Woodmancote, near Cheltenham on 7 July.  The moth was dissected and found to 
be a female.  This highlights the importance of detailed examination of members of this Genus as external 
characteristics are an inadequate means of identification. (JB)



1094  Apotomis capreana 

What a night it was at Brookthorpe on 13 July with this and the next species being added to the VC micro 
list.  As the name suggests, capreana is a Salix feeder  (SC et al)

1135  Epinotia demarniana 

11 adults were trapped at Brookthorpe on 13 July.  The catkins of Birch, Alder and Goat Willow are the food 
source.  (SC et al)

1215 Thaumatotibia leucotreta

An adult False Codling Moth was trapped at Swindon Lane, Cheltenham on 25 July.  This is an adventive 
species that is imported into the UK in sub-tropical and tropical fruit.  (RH)

1335 Scoparia ancipitella 

More evidence of the need to approach the identification of some groups of micros with considerable care, 
this is the first confirmed record of ancipitella.  Trapped at  Stow-on-the-Wold on 18 July and dissected.  
(JRL)

1409a Diaphania perspectalis 

Another recent arrival in the UK and known as the Box Tree Moth.  An adult of the unusual unicolourous 
form was trapped at Prestbury, Cheltenham on 6 July. (KH and JJ)

Other significant micro records are as follows.

6  Eriocrania subpurpurella

Not an especially uncommon species and usually seen as an adult flying around oak foliage in the spring and
a little later recorded from blotch mines in oak leaves.  It is worthy of mention here as there was only one 
record in 2013, this being another indication of the conditions in the spring.  The other Eriocrania species, 
the majority of which feed on Birch, are infrequently encountered in East Gloucestershire and there is a lot 
of scope for adding new hectad, not to mention vice-county, records.

28 Ectoedemia angulifasciella and 29 Ectoedemia atricollis

A tale of two close relatives: angulifasciella is restricted to Rosa species and atricollis is a less discriminating 
with mines found on a range of Roseaceous species.  The relevant maps indicate that the two moths have 
broadly similar distribution patterns, but in 2013 there were only 3 records angulifasciella, compared to 13 of
atricollis.  The apparent collapse in the population of angulifasciella was reported by observers in other parts
of the country

44 – 48 Trifurcula species

Trifurcula headleyella  (RDB), T. subnitidella (RDB) and T. cryptella (Na) were all recorded in 2013, although 
only the last of the three was found at a new location on 2 May at Kilkenny Viewpoint.

59  Stigmella poterii

Careful searching through the leaves of Salad Burnet resulted in records of leaf mines on 4 October from 
new locations at Charlton Kings Common and Kilkenny Viewpoint  In addition there was an adult at 
Sheepscombe, another new site, on 30 April.



77  Stigmella tityrella 

This is probably the most easily recorded Stigmella leaf miner with a total of 44 records (one more than 
Stigmella aceris with 43) in 2013.  It can be found on Beech trees in Cotswold woods as well as garden 
hedges.  That said, there are few records from SO81 and SO82 and only one from SP14.  If you have never 
considered recording leaf mines, then this is a good species with which to start.  

132  Incurvaria praelatella

This attractively marked species is restricted to areas of established woodland where Wild Strawberry occurs 
among the ground flora.  There were two 2013 records from just such places at Chedworth and Lineover 
Woods.

148  Nemophora degeerella

Males of this species display in groups in woods and along hedges and with their very long antennae, they 
are sufficiently obvious to be noticed by naturalists who are not moth recorders.  Despite its conspicuous 
habits there was only one record from Buckholt Wood on 5 July.

251  Ochsenheimeria taurella

Rough Bank remains the only modern site for taurella with the sole 2013 record on 3 August.  

270  Bucculatrix frangutella

As with one or two of the other species considered here, East Gloucestershire seems to be at the northern 
limit of the range of frangutella.   There is one old record from 1994 from Crickley Hill, which given the 
October date was probably of a leaf mine, but since then the species has only been noted from the SE 
corner of VC 33, between Cerney Wick and Lechlade.   Given the widespread distribution of its food plant, 
Buckthorn, this seems to be an example of a very restricted distribution. 

302  Parornix fagivora 

A record of a fold in a Beech leaf seen while waiting at the bus stop at the Royal William, Cranham on 7 
October shows the benefits of recording by public transport.

305  Parornix scoticella

2013 saw a doubling in the number of record of this species which feeds on Whitebeam.  In addition it was 
shown to be more widespread than previously thought with records from the north of the vice-county at 
Stow-on-the-Wold, Hidcote, Bredon Hill and the Cleeve Common area. 

317  Phyllonorycter heegeriella

There is a tendency for many of the adult Phyllonorycters to look like one another and therefore most of the 
records for the group are at the leaf-mining stage.  P. heegeriella is an exception and an adult was recorded 
at Lineover Wood on 15 May, only the second for VC 33.

344  Phyllonorycter strigulatella

There are several of members of the genus Phyllonorycter that mine the leaves of Alders, but strigulatella is 
the only species that feeds on Grey Alder (Alnus incana) and as such is a rare species nationally.   A leaf 
mine found at Prestbury on 22 November is only the second record for East Gloucestershire.

413  Argyresthia sorbiella

The Cranham Bioblitz on 5 July produced a great many interesting records, among which was the third 
vice-county record of this rarely encountered species; the others date from 1985 and 2005.  



430  Yponomeuta plumbella 

The dense, white webs of Yponomeuta cagnagella on native and garden cultivars of Spindle (Euonymus) are 
a common site in the Severn Vale and yet Y. plumbella, which shares the same food plant, is a much rarer 
species with only two 2013 records from Siccaridge and Lineover Woods.  By contrast there 17 reports of 
cagnagella. 

445  Ocnerostoma friesei

This species is likely to be far more widespread that our total of two records would suggest.  It is most 
effectively recorded by beating the branches of Scots Pines, though this is a technique  which might draw 
unwelcome attention to the moth recorder.  An adult was disturbed from a quite spot on Cleeve Common by 
this very method on 7 May.

482  Epermenia insecurella

An RDB species which is restricted by the distribution of Bastard-toadflax, which is turn is restricted by 
unsympathetic grazing regimes.  As in 2012, the only record came from the GWT Pasque Flower Reserve.

521  Coleophora conyzae

This is another moth which depends on a plant which is widely, albeit thinly distributed in the Cotswolds, and
yet the only modern records have been from Haresfield Beacon where cases were found on Ploughman's 
Spikenard on 18 May and 18 June. 

564  Coleophora virgaureae 

An adult was taken at Siccaridge Wood  and the identity confirmed by dissection.  In this location the moth 
is probably using Goldenrod as a food plant.  This specimen was relegated from being a VC first for 2013 as 
it is a victim of a confusing name change – it has been recorded previously  at Daneway  and Siccaridge,  as 
Coleophora obscenella.

604  Elachista orstadii

This RBD species should have been on the list of new micro species for 2012, but it a specimen from Brassey
NR on 19 May 2012 was not identified as orstadii until it was thoroughly checked in 2013 by the finder, Guy 
Meredith.  Since then the moth has also been recorded from Cleeve Common, Prestbury Hill and  Swifts Hill. 
These Cotswold records constitute an entirely new English population of the moth, which previously has only
been known in the UK from Scotland.

622  Elachista adscitella 

An Nb species recorded at Stow-on-the-Wold on 19 July far to the NE of its only known site in the 
Toadsmoor Valley.

640  Batia lunaris

Continuing a pattern first apparent in 2012, lunaris was widely recorded in 2013.  The two years account for 
just over half of the 41 records of the species.

656  Tachystola acroxantha

The first SO81 record for this adventive species came from central Gloucester on 17 October.  It had 
previously been mainly limited to SO92.

667  Semioscopis steinkellneriana

More or less 10 years to the day since the first record of this species, it cropped up again at Rough Bank on 
4 May.   It is said to fly around dawn and is associated with blackthorn thickets.



691  Agonopterix purpurea

Its small size and bright colours make this a fairly distinctive Agonopterix, but like others of the genus, 
dissection is the best route to accurate identification.  The 4th VC record was from Bushcombe Wood on 23 
May.

718  Ethmia dodecea

From near zero to something very different.   All small white moths with black spots are not ermines and 
there were 8 records of Ethmia dodecea in 2013; before 2012 there was only 1.

777  Bryotropha basaltinella

The Bryotropha species present an identification challenge and some of the group, such as basaltinella, 
might well be under-represented in the records.  2013 saw a major increase in the area from which the 
moth has been recorded with a new site at Stow-on-the-Wold.

900  Pancalia schwarzella

There is a 1937 record of this species from Haresfield, but the picture has now been updated with the 
discovery of the schwarzella among the more numerous P leuwenhoekella  at Cleeve Common on 19 May.

911  Scythris grandipennis

Breeding was confirmed at Charlton Kings Common with records of larval webs in December.

963  Cochylis flaviciliana

Previously known only from Great Rissington, this attractively marked Cochylid was also found at Chalford on
8 August.

971  Pandemis cinnamomeana

This species is perhaps not as distinctive as some descriptions suggest and care should be taken with some 
specimens of Pandemis heparana which can show a pale, bordering on white, forehead.  There were 6 
records in 2013, but only one of these was confirmed by dissection.  In the future, a photograph of any 
suspected specimen would help to remove any doubts.

1023  Cnephasia genitalana

The relevant UKMoths web site description sums up the problems of identifying this group of species - “It is 
one of the least well-marked of the Cnephasia species, though some individuals are more strongly marked.”  
Fortunately, the only record for 2013, from near Clapham-on-the-Hill on 22 August, was confirmed  by 
dissection.     

1050  Acleris kochiella

A reward to Peter Hugo for venturing out to Rough Bank on 27 November was the third VC record of this 
elm feeding tortix. 

1066  Celypha woodiana

An additional site for this species was found at Apperley Village Hall on 10 March.  The other 2013 records 
were from known sites at Brookthorpe and Forthampton.  All 3 were of leaf mines in Mistletoe.

1109  Lobesia littoralis

The specific name of this moth and its association with Thrift can lead to confusion as to whether it is likely 



to occur in a Gloucestershire garden moth trap.  It is fairly well established in the Cheltenham area and in 
2013 there was a series of records from Charlton Kings in the south east of the town.

1110  Bactra furfurana

For a Bactra species this one can be quite well-marked and distinctive.  It is however, a rarity in VC33 and 
occurred for only the third time, on 26 July at Hilcot End .

1161  Rhopobota stagnana

Very much a Cotswold grassland species where it occurs in association with Small Scabious,  although at 
some sites the caterpillars might also feed on Devil's-bit Scabious.  In 2013 it was found as an addition to 
the extensive list of moth fauna for Cleeve Common and at known locations such as Brassey NR, Rough 
Bank and Barnsley Warren.

1221  Strophedra weirana and 1222 Strophedra nitidana

An opportunity to compare these two woodland species arose when they were both recorded at Buckholt 
Wood on 5 July.  Both Stropedras are largely restricted to an arc of woodland between Crickley Hill and 
Siccaridge Wood.

1239  Pammene rhediella

An example of this small colourful tortix had the good grace to be waiting on my back door step when I 
returned from a trip recording day flying moths on 16 May.  This is only the second VC record. 

1297  Crambus uliginosellus

Curiously restricted to Brassey NR where it was found for the 4th successive year on 10 July.   Are there no 
other wet flushes on the Cotswold dip slope that suit the moth? 

1345  Nymphula nymphaeata

2013 was a year that saw a number of records of individuals that had wandered away from the usual 
wetland habitat, producing several garden records, for example, at Gretton, Chalford and Stratton.

1354  Cataclysta lemnata

There must be something special about the water in SO92 as there is an unusual concentration of records of
the Small China-mark in and around Cheltenham, a pattern reinforced by 14 records from the hectad in 
2013.  Although it is also found at sites near the River Severn, the moth is absent from the Stroud Valleys 
despite the existence of suitable habitat along the canals.    

1375  Ostrinia nubilalis

After a gap of 4 years, the “European Corn Borer” was recorded as its regular Hempsted haunt on 8 and 18 
July.

1380  Phlyctaenia perlucidalis

There is minimal evidence that this relative newcomer to East Gloucestershire is pushing northwards and the
only 2013 record came from Rough Bank close to previous sightings around Painswick and Cirencester.  A 
2014 record from the northern part of the VC, supported by a photograph, would therefore be very 
welcome.

1461  Assara terebrella

The first record for East Gloucestershire was in 2012 and the second came from Charlton Kings on 7 July.   



The moth is described in “Conifer Moths of the British Isles”  (J Clifton and J Wheeler, 2012) as “a rare and 
local species” so, perhaps, records from consecutive years is coincidental rather than evidence of 
geographical spread.

1484  Phycitodes saxicola

This pyralid has been recorded occasionally at Hempsted, Gloucester and it was seen there again in 2013 on 
22 August. 

1495  Marasmarcha lunaedactyla

This plume moth became much more widespread 1n 2013 with new sites at Brookthorpe, Stow-on-the-Wold 
and the Stroud Valleys.  This contrasts with the limited distribution of Bordered Sallow, another Restharrow 
feeder, reviewed above. 
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